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GREATER DROGHEDA - THE URGENT NEED
TO RESPOND TO CHALLENGES INCLUDING
THE NEGLECT OF EAST MEATH

INTRODUCTION

In the last (2016) Census, CSO acknowledged Drogheda as Ireland’s largest
town. When the population of (especially coastal) East Meath is added to it,
the Greater Drogheda Area (GDA) now has a population on par with the City of
Waterford and is one of the fastest growing urban centres in the State on the
cusp of becoming Ireland’s next city. Yet no proper recognition or planning for
this currently appears to exist.

The fragmentation of GDA being administered by two County Councils impacts
adversely well beyond Local Authority Governance and Boundaries, creating an
illogical and inefficient delivery of many other State services to the detriment
of the local communities in the GDA.



For instance — GDA is served by:

- TWO Garda Divisions, with Laytown Garda Station reporting to distant
Ashbourne instead of nearby Drogheda.

- TWO IDA Regional Offices are involved — Mid-East for South Drogheda
and East Meath and Border for the Co. Louth sector of Drogheda

- Depending on a family’s address, they are required to engage with the
HSE in either Drogheda or Navan (in some Drogheda southside estates,
this affects families on opposite sides of the street).

GDA is one of the country’s busiest commuter areas. Thousands of locals are
forced to make long commutes to work daily — most to the Dublin area. Added
to this is the paucity of Third Level education facilities in the area, resulting in
most post Leaving Cert students also having to make long commutes to study.

This submission majors on Governance and Employment — two key needs that
have to be addressed in all relevant plans — local; urban; county; regional and
national — to reflect the importance of the Greater Drogheda Area in a
regional; national and international context (in relation to the latter, a
Financial Times publication has endorsed Drogheda as one of Europe’s
emerging cities — yet, to date the State and it’s agencies have failed to
capitalise on this for the benefit of businesses and communities in the Greater
Drogheda Area.

1. Governance and the need for a LOCAL Authority and Council

In February 2017, a report commissioned by then Minister for the
Environment, Community and Local Government, Alan Kelly reported that:

“The Committee ......... recommends that a new programme of structured cooperation
be immediately initiated by both local authorities to develop an innovative (emphasis
ours — DCSG) governance system for Drogheda. This should build on existing good
cooperation between the authorities and focus on the development of an agreed vision
for the area, a joint Local Area Plan for Drogheda, a joint retail strategy, the possible
expansion of shared services, the development of a Service Delivery Plan with specific
provision made for housing estates bisected by the county boundary, the further
development of the identity of Drogheda and other matters. In making these
recommendations the Committee acknowledges the advantages that would result from a
boundary change. It also acknowledges the previous cooperation between the two local
authorities on a significant number of issues and the positive approach by elected
members and staff to the future development of the Drogheda.




The Committee further recommends that if substantial progress is not made on the
issues mentioned above, within defined time frames, the Minister should reconsider all
options, including extending the boundary at a future date. The details of such an
extension should be finalised at that stage following consideration of progress made by
the individual local authorities in advancing the above recommendations.

COMMENT:

In the intervening three years, there has been little detail in the public domain of any
actions undertaken on foot of this report and recommendation. To date, no joint
meeting of Councillors in the Laytown-Bettystown District has been held with their
Drogheda counterparts.

Apart from a motion proposed and carried in the former by Councillor Stephen McKee
“that we promote and enhance co-operation between Louth and Meath County
Councils and jointly develop a sustainable plan to progress the South Drogheda/East
Meath area as per the recommendations of the recent Drogheda Boundary Review
Report,” and a similar motion originated by the late Councillor Tommy Byrne and
proposed by his son Councillor James Byrne and carried by the latter, there appears to
be no effort to build this co-operation to the mutual benefit of residents and businesses
in both the Louth and Meath “sectors” of the Greater Drogheda Area.

Deputy Fergus O’Dowd has stated that the appointment of a “Senior Executive Officer”
to co-ordinate a number of Local Authority functions for the GDA is at an advanced
state. However, greater role clarity; reporting relationships; designated responsibilities
and authority etc have yet to be clarified, including the obvious need for any senior civil
servant holding such a position to be located in the GDA.

Finally, steps need to be taken urgently to create a Greater Drogheda Urban (in time,
City) Council with suitable representation from Drogheda; South Louth and East
Meath.

2. EMPLOYMENT IN THE GREATER DROGHEDA AREA

EMRA - RSES Plan — Refer to ALL of pages 60-65 of the RSES Plan

The key priorities set out in the RSES Plan for Drogheda include the:

(a) co-ordinated growth of the town’s hinterland along with enhancing Drogheda’s
role as a self-sustaining strategic employment centre (emphasis ours — DCSG) on
the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor.

(b) In order to enhance co-ordination of development in Drogheda where the town
and its environs lie within the combined functional area of two local authorities,
the preparation and adoption of a statutory Joint Urban Area Plan (UAP), to be
jointly prepared by Louth County Council and Meath County Council will be a
priority. The UAP will provide for a coordinated planning framework to identify
and deliver strategic sites and regeneration areas so that a minimum of 30%
compact growth can be achieved.




COMMENT:

Currently, over 80% of the Daytime Working Population of the Laytown-Bettystown-
Mornington area must travel outside the area to secure employment, much of this
entailing long commutes to the Dublin area, often by car leading to excessive morning
and evening traffic through the village of Julianstown.

Recently, planning permission has been granted for a large data centre at the IDA’s
Business Park which will create just circa fifty post-construction jobs and absorb all the
remaining land at the Business Park (running to almost fifty acres).

Also in recent times, Colaiste na h-Inse, Laytown has been given approval to expand to
accommodate 1,300 pupils.

In this rapidly growing area, the provision of suitable land with planning approval for
industrial activity and professional services — coupled with the creation of a Greater
Drogheda Jobs Taskforce - should be given top priority to (a) “turn the tide” on the
growing number of locals forced to commute which creates a heavy social; financial and
environmental cost to families, local businesses, communities and the local environment
AND (b) to respond LOCALLY to the employment needs of the growing number of
young people in the area.

In addition, there should be a physical presence on the part of LEO; IDA and
Enterprise Ireland in the GDA — precise arrangements to be determined. Reflecting the
number of heavy industries in the GDA, an EPA Regional Office should be established
locally.

The Co . Meath plan should also recognise the strategic importance of the Port of
Drogheda for the entire Region and in that context, should advocate consideration being
given to an “East Link” bridge from the Colpe area to cross the Boyne and connect with
the future Port Access route.

“Ireland 2040 fails to recognise the difference between Dublin City, “bloated” with
jobs and congestion and the Rest of Leinster which accounts for tens of thousands of
daily commuters. A jobs bias towards the South and West — where many counties are
already better served with FDI on a per capita basis — must be challenged.

In relation to tourism and visitor traffic, Louth and Meath (which encompass the
historic Boyne Valley) perform poorly. State bodies, including both Local Authorities
need to invest more in developing an attractive proposition that includes promotion of
the area’s rich heritage assets; history and archaeology. A full time Tourism Officer
needs to be located in the Drogheda.

The Boyne Greenway needs to be expedited, and cycle lanes must become a priority for
both residents and visitors to (esp.) Coastal East Meath. Smokeless coal/fuel needs to be
asserted across the county.

With Cromwell in Drogheda; the Normans in Trim and the historic Battle of the Boyne,
these alone suggest that Battlefield Tourism should be a key offering in the GDA and
Boyne Valley.



Despite the contribution of the Irish to armies; navies and air forces worldwide as well
as the distinguished roles undertaken at home and abroad by the Irish Defence Forces,
as we approach their centenary, the State does not have a National Museum of Military
History. Such a facility, sensitively created by the OPW would be ideally located
somewhere in the 500+ acre Battle of the Boyne site, displacing tourists and visitors
from Dublin, which currently has three of the four National Museum locations. Such a
facility would also be an ideal location for a Global Peace and Reconciliation Centre.

ENDS.





