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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Legal Requirement foHabitats Directive Assessment

This Draft Natura Impact Report (NIR) was prepared by Scott Cawleyfdrtddeath County

Council. It provides information gand assesses the potential fdhe proposed development
plan to impact orecologicakites of Europeascale importance. This is tligaft version of the

NIR published alongside thBraft Meath CountyDevelopment Plan ZD-2026 (CDP)and serves
as a documented record of the process of #ppropriate Assessmen{AA) of the Draft Plan

throughout its preparatiorto date.

The responsibility for carrying out theAlies withMeath County Council and this NIR facilitates
the AAbythe Council.

The preparation of th®raft CDFhas regard to Article 6 of the Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21
May 1992 on theConservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Rluggeafter
referred to as the Habitats Directive). This is transposed in Ireland Byuilegpean Communities
(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2031. 477as am&ded (hereafter refered to as the
Habitats Regulations) and Part XAB of Btenning and Development AA@ as amended

Articles 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive set out the requirement for an assessment of
proposed plans and projects likely to aff&airopearsites(Annex 1.1).

Article 6(3) establishes the requirement to screen all plans and projects and to carry out a further
assessment if required (AA):

I NJi A O fA8y plarooo project ot directly connected with or necessary to the management of

the [Natura D00] site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in
combination with other plans or projects, shall be subjected to an appropriate assessment of its
AYLIE AOFGA2ya T2NJ GKS aAAGS A YIn@ht 6 the @Tclusiphs®f a A (1 S C
the assessment of the implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the
competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having ascertained

that it will not adversely affet the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having

obtained the opinion of the general puldhé&

The subsequent paragraph allows proposed plans and projects to be approved in certain
conditions.

I NJi A O flIfSn spité of &négaike assessment of the implications for the site and in the absence

of alternative solutions, a plan g@roject must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons

of overriding public interest, including those of a social or economic nature, Membkes Shtall

take all compensatory measures necessary to ensure that the overall coherence of the Natura
2000 is protected. It shall inform the Commission of the compensatory measures adopted. Where
the site concerned hosts a priority natural habitat typedfr a priority species the only
considerations which may be raised are those relating to human health or public safety, to the
beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment or, further to an opinion from
the Commission, to other impive reasons of overriding public interést

This Draft Natura Impact Report has informeitie AA process fo the Draft Meath County
DevelopmentPlan 2@0-2026.

Meath County Development Plan 202027 Natura Impact Report 1
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2 ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

2.1 Formal Guidance
TheAAprocesshas taken account of guidance contained in the following documents:

9 Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Irel@uidance for Planning Authorities.
(Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2010 revision).

9 Appropriate Assessent under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive: Guidance for Planning
Authorities. Circular NP\81/10 and PSSP 2/10.

1 Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 sites: Methodological
Guidance on the Provisions of Article 6(3) &y of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC
(European Commission Environment Director@teneral, 2001); hereafter referred to as
the EC Article 6 Guidance Document. The guidance within this document provides a non
mandatory methodology for carrying out assenents required under Article 6(3) and (4) of
the Habitats Directive.

fTalylr3aAay3a bltddz2N} wnnn {AGSAaY ¢KS t NRPOJAAAZ2YA
(BEuropean Commissiqr2Q19); hereafter referred to as MN2000.

9 Guidance Document dhrticle 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC. Clarification of the
Concepts of Alternative Solutions, Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest,
Compensatory Measures, Overall Coherend®pinion of the European Commission
(European Commisgig January 2007).

9 Guidelines for Good Practice Appropriate Assessment of Plans Under Article 6(3) Habitats
Directive (International Workshop on Assessment of Plans under the Habitats Directive,
2011)

9 Communication from the Commission on giiecautionary principleeuropean Commission
(2000).

2.2 Sources of Information Used

Information relied upon included the following information sources, which included maps,
ecological and water quality data:

9 Ordnance Survey of Ireland mapping and aerial pgaphy available fromww.osi.ie

1 Onlinedata available oricuropean sitesis held by the National Parks and Wildlife Service
(NPWS) fromvww.npws.ie

1 GIS basedmlogicaldatasets held by the NPWS (e.g. habitat datasath as alkaline fens
and petrifying spring9;

1 Information on laneuse zoning from the online mapping of the Department lddusing,
Planning, Community aridocal Governmerttttp://www.myplan.ie/index.htmt

Informationon water quality in the area available fronww.epa.ie
Information onthe River Basin Distrisfrom www.wfdireland.ie;

Information on soils, geology and hydrogeology in the area availablevinom.gsi.ie

Information onthe status of EU protected habitagsd species Ireland (National Parks and
Wildlife Service, 2(8a);

Information on the conservation statws birds in IrelandColhoun and Cummins, 28)1

= =4 =4 =

Relevant Development Plans and Local Area Plans in neighbouring areas
Meath County Development Plan 202025 Strategic Issues Paper
County Meath Wetlands and Coastal Habitats Survey, August 2010

= =4 =4 =

Meath County Development Plan 202027 Natura Impact Report P
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1 Coastal Monitoring Project 20€=D06. (2009) Report  for MRWS.
http://www.npws.ie/publications/archive/Ryle et al 2009 Coastal Monitoring_Preject

1.pdf

2.3 Appropriate Assessment: Purpose and Process

Meath County Council has prepared the Draft Meath Collrdyelopment Plan ZD-2026. This
Draft Plan sets oupoliciesand objectiveswhich will be used to guide the development of the
area.

All land use plans, such as thraft Meath CountyDevelopment Plan ZD-2026, must be

prepared and examined to ensure that there will not be any adverse effects on sites that are
designated for their special habitats and wildlife. These particular sites are regarded to be of
European importancé & 9 dzZN2 AJBIEWR 0 NB LI NI 2F GKS 9dzNRLISI Y |
network of sites. They are termed Special Areas of Conservatios)(8@der the E.C. Habitats

Directive and Special Protection Areas (§RAder the E.C. Birds Directive. The Irish Government

and local planning authorities have a legal obligation to protect these sites.

The process of assessing the Draft Plan was a structured exercise with a series of steps. The overall
purpose of the process was to ensure that the Draft Plan, when implerdedtees not result in

adverseaF FSOGa 2y (KS &EwopenSsleNAThed dveral® Froce§sKiS terdhed
G! LILINBLINRF OGS 'aaSaavySyidéeésr dzaayda GKS GSNxa

Q¢
(Vo))
c

The first step was to look at the over@DRn principle and to answer the questions: is it likely
that the implementation of this Plan could result in likely significant eff§t&Espn the
European sites within thlatura 2000network? It does not matter where these sites may e
impacts can occur across administrative boundaries. This step is knai8cr@ening. In order

to ensure that theDraft CDRcomplied fully with the requirements of Article 6 of the Habitats
Directive and alkelevant Irish transposing legislation, Scott Cawley, btd behalf ofMeath
County Council carried oatscreening of theDraft CDRo see ifit would require anAA The
outcome of this Screening Stage was that it was deterntintedt due to the types b
development that could arise as a result of implementing @2 that significant effectsould
not be ruled outand that the Plan would need further assessmduting its preparationAt the
time of screening the Plan, the detail of the developmenteghjes and settlement plans were
not known so the screening was undertaken in a very precautionary and strategic manner.

TheAAprocess then moved thull Appropriate Assessment as required under Sectibnv, Part
XAB, Planning and Development 2800(as amendell

TheAAinvolved analysing the relationship between thmposed elements of the DraDRas

it was being preparedind theConservation Objectives the Europearsites. Where there was
the potential for anadverseimpact to occur, then the assessment team recommended changes
to elements of the DrafCDRo avoid or mitigate the potential impact. These recommendations
were integrated into thevarious elements of th®raft CDPso that the implementation of the
CDP wold not result in anyadverseeffects onEuropearsites.

In accordance with best practice a hisghy of mitigation was followed:

1 Avoidanceof impacts byremoving policies/objectivestemoval of landuse zonings or
changes to zonings;

i Caveatikhanges to policies/objectives and additional mitigation added to zoning
descriptions to mitigate any potentiatlverse effects on integrity.

1 UnderSection 177U, Part XAB, Planning Bedelopment Ac2000 (& amendedl

Meath County Development Plan 202027 Natura Impact Report 8
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2.5

Meath County Council provided th8cott Cawley Adeam with draft Chapters during their
process of preparing the DraflDP These Chapters were reviewed and revised by the Council in
an iterative process alissessmentThe assessment methodology is described in more dietail
the following sections.

Any submissions Vil be scrutinised by the AA team and the Counwil be alerted as to any
submissions that may have implications European sites.

Overlap with the Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Draft County Development Plan.

The Strategicrivironmental Assessme(8EADf the Draft County Development Plan was carried
out concurrently with the Appropriate Assessment. There were several areas of overlap and in
accordance with good practice in terms of data gathering and sharing, dau@pen sites

and potential sensitivities and threats was provided to the SEA team. lterative reviews of the
Chapters of the Draft County Development Plan were sent to the SEA Team for their integration
into their assessment.

Consultation Strategynd Public Rrticipation

Whilst consultationis not an obligatory part of the Appropriate Assessment process, it provides
important information on the state of the European sites and any specific concerns that key
stakeholders may have. The Council received a consultation response aDagftr&Staye from

the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaelta@&HGPn 10" February 2017The response
received outlined guidance and legislation that the Plan should strive to adhere to. A number of
general recommendations were also outlined, including:

9 Designated sites (SACs, SPAs, NHAs and pNHASs) should be zoned appropriately and policies

and objectives should be devised to ensure their protection.

1 Where designated sites are within more than one Planning Authority area the relevant
PlanningAuthorities slould ensure they do not have conflicting policies for such a site.

1 ThePlanshould recognise that protected species also occur outside desigsatsd

1 Inaccordancewith Article 10 of the Habitats Directive, Plans should include provisions to
encourage the management of features of the landscape which are of major importance to
wild fauna and flora. This includes linear landscape features which act as ecologidatsprr
such as watercourses, woodlands, hedgerows and road and railway margins and features
which act as steppingtones, which include marshes and woodlands.

1 Itisimportant that the proposed Plan should recognise the importance of wetland habitats
and ersure that such sites are protected.

9 Floodplains, T present, should be identified in the Plan and left undeveloped to allow for
the protection of these valuable habitats and provide areas for flood water retention.

9 Ground and surface waters should be mratied from pollution and the Plannimguthority
should ensure that adequate sewage treatment facilities are or will be in place prior to any
development proposed in the Plan. The Planning Authority should ensure that adequate
water supplies are present i to development. Care should be taken to ensure that any
proposed water abstraction or waste water discharge do not negatively impd€umypean
sites.

1 Inmakingprovision at plan level for transport, including reserving lands and integrating or
upgradng routes, this should be based on information on ecological constraints, and should
allow sufficient flexibility for impacts to be avoided or mitigated.

1 The Planshould have a policy to protect against the accidental introduction of invasive
species durig development.

Meath County Development Plan 202027 Natura Impact Report #
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1 Any proposed walkways, cycletracks or greenways marked on the Plan maps along rivers
dK2dzZ R 0S I adaadrotS RAaGIYOS FNRBY GKS g1 GSN
need ecological assessment in their planning and design anddsinot target sensitive
ecological sites or parts of sites, as such routes have potential for disturbance to habitats
and species, including as a result of noise, lighting etc.

9 Care should be taken to ensure that green infrastructure involves greeningstienj
infrastructure rather than adding built infrastructure to existing biodiversity corridors.

1 Itisrecommendedhat the natural heritage section of the Plan should also contain a policy
on implementing theAll-Ireland Pollinator Plan 201%020.

9 Inorder to carry out the appropriate assessment procasgormation about the relevant
Europearsites including their conservation objectives will need to be collected. Where site
specific conservation objectives are not available, an examination of the adslbat are
used to define siteti LISOAFAO O2yaSNBIGA2Yy 202S0GA@Sa T2\
dza STdzZf f & dzaSR (G2 SyadaNBE GKS FdzZt SO02ft23A0!I €
objective and its integrity are analysed and assessed

Thepreparationof the NIR hasaken full account of these observatians

2.6 How the AA process is applied within the Planning Hierarchy

The AA process takes place at several stages within the land use planning hierarchy. In the case
of CountyMeath the CDRnust take cognisance of th@reater Dublin Area Regional Planning
Guidelines2010-2022 and the corresponding Appropriate Assessmentféreed to as Habitats
Directive Assessment in the case of these GuidefinEep CDP will then provide a framework

for AA of individual planning applications and Local Area Rl&ich will have to take this NIR

into account.

The AppropriateAssessment requirements of Part XAB of the Planning and Devefdpm
(Amendment) Act 2010 apptp all levels of the planning hierarchy. At each stage the nature of
the assessmentvill match the level of the hierarchy. As actions pass from the Countyl®lah

to the local plan level and then fadividual planning applications, the following aspects become
expressed at a sharper and more detailed level:

1 Geographicspecificity (i.e. from nowspecific actions in CDP to actions proposed for
identifiable landparcels. Note that the Settlemenmiritten statements and mappresent a
detailed level of geographic specificity as shown by the zoning n@afisria such as size
and scale, land take, distance to European sites and presence of linkages can sometimes be
identified).

9 Durationand timing of impacts (usually not known at the plan level).

1 Raw materialsequired wastes and energy generated (can be predicted in a generic sense
at planlevel but precise constituents amphantities usually only known at the prajgevel).

In order to address this hierarchy of level of detail, the current AA of the Draft CDP has ensured
that where the certain aspects are not predictable at the CDP level but may pose a risk to the
European site when project details are known, thfais is highlighted in the AA process and
appropriate safeguards or capture mechanisms are proposed

2 https://lemra.ie/dubh/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/GreateDublinAreaRegionalPlanring-Guidelines
20102022Volumell.pdf

Meath County Development Plan 202027 Natura Impact Report b
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2.7 Assessment Criteria

The crux of the AA process is the assessment of a proposal against the Conservation Objectives
for aEuropearsite. For manyConservation Objectivdahat have been given sitgpecificity, they
are themselves broken down into a seriesatifibutes andtargetsfor each Qualifyingnterest.

To makehe assessment process efficiesntd manageablevithout losing quality of analysis, the
Conservation Objectivewere distilled to five common themes that could then be used as
assessment criteria as to asséesd zoning Each of the five criteriaasquite general imature

whichallows y S aASN) aaSaayYSyid odzi 4 t B2NINBR Sz IIBRS W
adverse effects on integrity of European Stiebe identified.

wZone of influence and list of European sites identified on an interative basis during AA process.
European Sites ir
County Meath anc
zone of influence

wEach European Sites (SAC/SPA) is identified on the basis of supporting defined habitats and species known as Quam/ing
interests (QI) for SACs and Special Conservation interests (SCI) for SPAs.

wThere are 74 QI/SCls relevant to the AA.
Quaifying Interest: )

wEach QI/SCI in each European Site are managed by means of Conservation Objectives. The AA process analyses a acts on
these Conservation Objectives as one of the means of determining whether there is an impact on site integrity.
wEach Conservation objective has attributes and targets assigned to them to allow progress toward meeting the objectiye to be
measured.

Conservation . .
Objectives wEach QI/SCI has betweerl 2 attributes and targets assigned to them.

v,

w

wThe attributes and targets of each Conservation Objective were grouped into common themes which were used as asSessment
criteria for the purposes of reducing the scale and complexity of the assessment process

Assessment Criter J

Figurel: Preparation of Assessment Criteria

The common themewhich have become the five assessment critéoiathe analysis of zong
parcelsare described below:

1. Will there be arisk of pollution to surface waterd2uropean sites ithe Couny host a range
of freshwaterand brackish/transitional waterdependent Qls and SC#sg. floating river
vegetation and estuariesTherefore, any settlements that could directly or indirectly affect
water quality could potentiallaffect the European site.

2. Are therehydrogeological linkages between settlements and European sites and potential
for impactson hydrogedogy or groundwater quality? European sites ithe County host a
range ofground waterdependent Qls and SGdsg. alkaline fens and petrifying springs
Therefore,any settlements that could directly or indirectly affegtoundwvater quality or
supply could potentially affect the European site.

Meath County Development Plan 22027 Natura Impact Report §
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3. Will there be a risk ohabitat loss or degradation to European sites etworks supporting
European site8 For exampleroads and other new development occurring on undeveloped
lands within the European sites, coastal protection wodestlements that overlap with
European sésetc.

4. Will there be a risk of @ect or indirect disturbance to Europen site habitats and/or
species®Even though most sitegere not directly within European sites they could affect it
via indirect disturbance, e.g. recreation at coastal sites, nvakways, noise disturbance
due to construction.

5. Will there be a risk ofa reductionin ecological connectivity between European sites or
ecological networks supporting them®laintaining connectivity between European sites
and any ecologicaletworks which provide a supporting role to thers crucial in preserving
and encouraging species populations and habitat range. Reduction in ecological connectivity
could effectively result in habitat fragmentation which would have krockeffects for
populations of species which use these habitats for resting, foraging and commuting
purposes e.g. hedgerows leading to riverbanks may be used by otter for commuting
purposeslinking their resting groursito their primary foraging site; barriers across eeri
(e.g. weirs, bridge aprons etc.) may effectively isolate fish populations and prevent them
from reaching important sites such as spawning grounds.

2.8 How AA was applied to various components of the Draft CDP.

AA has been applied to the Draft G@Rd thisDraft NIR documents the output of the process.
Within the CDP itself there are differelavelsat which the AA has been applied.

Volume 1- Written Statement- The overarchingpolicies andobjectives were reviewed by the
AA team and anwdverse effects on integrity of Europeaites were highlighted to the Plan
authors.As with most strategic planthe general nature of the strategmolicies andbjectives
was such that sitspecific impats could not be accurately predictéd most casesnd it would
depend on where and how thgolicy/objective wasapplied. In such casgthe text was revised
to reinforce the needo carry out AA at lower, sitepecific levelén the planning hierarchyTte
AA team had already briefed the CDP authors on the need to avoid cpdiégg/objectives that
could give rise toadverse effects on integrity of Europeaites so in practice there were few
policies/djectives that required revision.

Volume 2¢ Written Statement & Maps for Settlementsvere reviewed to analyse any map
based or written proposals that had geographigecificitythat could be assessed as posing
adverse effects on integrity of European Sites.

Land usezoning was then assessed to detgne if it would pose an adverse effect on site
AYOGSaANRGe Ay GSN¥xa 27F (KM fiva asSeSshant ctiterid sedid | 0 A 2 Y
Section2.7 above were applied to thiand zonings in a general sendéhe adverse effects of
implementing the zoning on the criteria (and hence on the Conservation Objectives) was then
LINSRAOGSR o0l &aSR dzLl2y GKS 1! GSIYQa kiNdidF SAaA2Y
development. Impacts arising during the construction and operation stagel impacts both

direct and indirect were considered at this stage. Where adverse effects were identified then
appropriate and proportional mitigation measures were applied.

Meath County Development Plan 202027 Natura Impact Report ¥
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Volume 1- Written Statement Volume 2- Written
Statement & Maps for
Settlements
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3 OVERVIEW OFHE DRARVIEATHCOUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN

3.1 Overview of Draft CDP Structure

Monaghan

Navan
'~ Meath County
~Development Plan Area

Theexisting CDP foMeath was adoptedon 17" December 2012 and came into effect on'®2
January2013 The 20B CDP has sixyearlifespan and a new CDP is now being prepared for the

County.On adoption the new County Development Plan will govern the overall development of
the County The proposed Draft CDP will replace and further develop an overall strategy for the

proper planning and sustainable development of County.

It is not the purpos of this Natura Impact Report to reproduce the text of the CDP and the reader

is directed toChapter 1 Introductionf the CDP where an overview of the format and scope of
the CDP is providedhe structure of the CDP is outlined above in Se@i8n

3.2 Overview of Receiving Environment

CountyMeathis situated on theastcoast of Irelandnd isbordered byseven countiesDublin
Louth, Kildare, Westmeath, Maghan, Cavan and Offalhe County is located mainly within the
EasternRiver Basin DistricitThe majority of the County is located within the Boyne River
catchment, with areas to the east located in the Nafrglvin catchment and those to the soudth
east in the Liffey and Dublin Bay catchment. The nedht of the County, e.g. Oldcastle, is
contained in the Upper Shannon catchment.

The County has a diversange of landscapes, including drumlin hills, rich pastures, tracts of
peatland and raised bog and upland arebs. fertile soils provide the basis for the thriving
agricultural and food sectowhile the natural and built heritage of the county is important for
tourism.

TheDraft Plan covers an area @80,000haand is the second largest county in Leinstehas
10km ofcoastlinealong its eastern boundaryhe County has a populationafer 195,044(2016)
which are accommodated in a network of attractive towns, villages and the rural Hrbas a
well-developed road and rail infrastructureyhich provides access to international transport
networks at Dublin Airport and Dublin Port and the remainder of the cou@oyunty Meath has
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benefitted from its geographical proximity to Dublin, and the strong functional relationship
between the two couties results in Meath being a vital supporting partner in the recent growth

of the Greater Dublin Area. This locational advantage has enabled the county to play a major part
Ay GKS RS@St2LISyd 2F GKS DblraA2ylf DlaiddSél &x
progressive area.

Thereare nine Special Areas of Conservati@®ACsand four Special Protection Aregd$SPAS)
within CountyMeath ranging from the coastal sitesich as the River Nanny Estuary and Shore
SPAo inland sitessuch as Mount Hevey B&AC

Meath County Development Plan 22027 Natura Impact Report {0
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4.1

4.2

4.3

SCREENING OF THE DRAFT MEAUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Timing of Screening in the Development Plan process

There is no legal requirement as to when the screening of any plan for likely significant effects
should takeplace Good practice agreed amongst AA professionals is that it should be a relatively
brief stage at the beginning of the plan review processaiin is to decide if the plan needs to be
taken forward to a more detailed level of assessment (Stage 2: Appropriate Assessment or AA)
and whichEuropearnsites may be potentially affected. Screening is not the same as anitAA

only requires sufficienniformation to decide if a significant effect is likely. An AA goes into more
detail to test whether those effects could result in damage to the European site.

The Screening stage was undertaken at the stage prior to the preparation of detailed policies in
the Draft County Development Plan. This was an ideal stage to start as the Screening process was
able to highlight particular sensitivities Bfiropearsites and hence help to avoid drafting policies

that would have a direct conflict with these sensiiie$t

ScreeningApproach

Best practice in AA Screening promotes akgtbapproach to the process. The siéel approach

puts the environmental conditions that maintain site integrity firSo, the first steps in the
screening stage are identifying thdZ2 LISy &dAGSa 6AGKAY (GKS al2yS$S
FYR GKSy O2ftftSOGAy3 da YdzOK AYyF2NXI Gan@y | &
G/ 2y aSNIDI ( Aaghow siteiBeqritym@ya defined for each European $he. site

led approab focuses on how the site integrity can be maintained by avoiding impacts on key
environmental conditions. This approach allows issues such as cumulative impacts to be
identified.

The siteled approachis summarised as follows:

1. WhichEuropearsites lie vithin County Meath and within a 15km buffer zone? (sometimes
referred to as prescreening)

2. What are the Qualifying Interests for eaEhropearsite?

3. What are the underpinning ecological and environmental conditions to maintain these
Qualifying Intereststa=avourable Conservation Status?

4. What are the threats; actual or potentialthat could affect the underpinning factors?

5. Are there aspects of the CDP that could give rise to these threats?

If, based upon the currently available information, there aspects of the Plan that could affect
the Europearsites then they will require further analysis in the form of a Stage 2: Appropriate
Assessment.

Zone of Influence of the Plan

Current guidance on the zone of influence to be considered during thprédessstates the
following

OA distance of 15km is currently recommended in the case of plans, and derives from UK guidance
(Scott Wilson et al., 2006). For projects, the distance could be much less tharad@8kmsome

cases less thahO0Om, but th§ must be evaluated on a cabgcasebasis with reference to the
nature, size and location of the project, and the sensitivities of the ecological receptors, and the
potential for in combination effecis ®
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In practicethe designation of an immoveable refance distance is not deemed to be useful as
Quialifying Interests/Special Conservation Interests have different sensitivities. Therefols

a reference distance of 15km has been useddiagrammatic purposes, within the assessment
analyses there areeferences to thedesignated sites contained within Dublin Badzich are
outside the 15km zone but no references to several European sites within 15km in cases where
there was no reasonable linkage to these sites.

This distance has also been recommended in guidance provided by the Department of
Environment, Heritage and Local Government guidance (DoEHLG, 2010). In accordance with such
guidance an initial distance of 15km from the County boundary was selectedofmsideration

of Europearsites. This distance was deemed to be sufficient to cover all likely significant effects
which may arise from the implementation of the Plan Boropeansites. It is noted that
Government guidance also mentions the possible needflonger distance or catchment basis

in the case of rivers.

4.4 Screening Assessment

4.4.1 European Sites

Figurel below shovs the locations of European Sites within 15km of the Draft CDP boundary.
Therationalefor referring to this distancés outlined in Sectiod.3.

Spatial boundary data for the European site network used was the mesi-dpte availableat
the time of writing AllEuropean sites which were deemed to be witttie zone of influence of
the potentialimplications of the CD& e listed in Table Aih Appendix Aand presented ifrigue

1. The Qualifying Interests for which European sitesdann®/ Meath are designated, and the
underpinningecological conditions on which they depend are detailed in Tablef Appendix
A.

4.4.2 Non-European Sites

In addition to examining European sites, Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) and proposed Natural
Heritage Areas (pNHA) have also been examined. Although NHAs and pNHAs and other
designated sites such as Nature Reserves, Wildfowl Sanctuaries and Ramsar sites do not form
part of the European network, they often provide an important supporting role to the network,
particularly when it comes to fauna species which often do not obey site boundaries.

Forexample a pNHA/NHA that provides reguleeding grounds for a populain of Golden

Plover for which a separate site is designated as an SPA plays a role in the maintenance of the
species at favourable conservation status for that SlRAther words, in that example, in order

to protect the European network it may also bmportant to protect the pNHA/NHA which
provides a supporting role to it. There are however, NHAs and pNHAs that are designated for
features that are not important at an international level and may not interact with the European
network.

Table A2 in Appendix Asts the norEuropean sites which fall within 15km of the CDP boundary.
All of these sites arpresented in Figuie2 and 3
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4.4.3 Reasondor Designation, Site Sensitivitieend Threats

In order to identify those sites that could be potentially affected, it was necessary to describe the
Europearsitesin the context of whyhey havebeen designated (i.¢heird v dz t A F@ Ay 3 Ly (i &
and theenvironmentaland ecological conditions that maintain the condition of these features.
The Qualifying Interests and threats to the sites were extracted from the NPWS website database
(Wwww.npws.ig.

Theresultsof this desktop exercesare presented iffable A4 irAppendix AThis presents the

full list of qualifying interests that are contained witHturopearsites inthe zone of influence of

theCD® ¢ KS dzy RSNLIAYYAy3a O2yRAGAZ2Yy A (KL (turesNE NI |j
arealsolisted in this table.

The key output of this stage was the identification of the types of threats to the integrity of the
Europearsites. These can then be related to the consequences of implementing the Draft Meath
CDP 200-2026 to see ifthere is a risk of any likely significant effects.

Thefollowing generic threats were identified:

Rural/Agricultural activities

Agricultural Intensification;
Fertilisation;

Grazing, (undergrazing /overgrazing);
Restructuring agricultural laniabldings;
Forestry (afforestation/deforestation);
Stock Feeding;

Drainage/flooding;

Offshore/onshore aquaculture;
Pesticides, and;

Peat Extraction

=4 =4 =4 =4 =4 -8 -8 -8 -8 8

Economic and Infrastructural Development
GolfCourses;

Roads, motorways;

Coastal protection works;
Sewageutflows;

Housing developments;
Communications Networks;
Quarries;

Canalisation;

Landfill land reclamation;
Disposal of household waste;
River Channel Maintenance, and;
Invasive Alien Species.

=4 =4 =4 = - -8 -8 -8 -8 -8 -8

Recreation and Leisure
1 Walking, horse riding angdon-motorised vehicles;
9 Offshore motorised vehicles;
i Bait Digging, and,;
1 New Paths and Tracks.

Meath County Development Plan 22027 Natura Impact Report 1.6
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These were generic threats and did not take account of specific sensitivities aEeaampean
site. Consultation of the NPWS Natura 2000 data forms alloweeséeific sensitivities to be
identified. These sitspecific sensitivities are presented iretfollowing sections.

4.4.4 Identification of Potential Likely Significant Effects

Thissectiondocuments the final stage of the screening process. It used the information collected
on the sensitivity ofeach Europeansite and describes any likely significanffeets of
implementation of the Draft Plan (as far as it could be predicted at the early stages of
preparation). Thisassumes the absence of any controls, conditions or assumption mitigation
measures.

In TableB1 in Appendix Blikely significant effects of the Draft Plan were presented both in
isolationandpotentially in combination with other planghese impacts were described in more
detail andaddressed irtater stages of the Appropriate Assessment.

4.45 Ecological Network Symrting EuropeanSite Integrity

An analysis of the proposed Natural Heritage Areas and designated Natural Heritage Areas in
terms oftheir role in supporting the species using European sites was undertaken. It was assumed

that these supporting roles maintelated to mobile fauna such as mammals and birds which may

dzaS Ll ! a FyR bl!a & dqaearssitdsIAy 3 aidz2ySaé¢ o0SisS
Article 100f the Habitats Directive and theC (Birds and Naturblabitaty Regulations 2014s
amendedplace a high degree of importance on such{kuropean sites as features that connect

the European site network. Features such as ponds, woodlands and important hedgerows were
taken into account during the rest of the AA process.

Table2. Other Ecologicallesignations that may support the European site network.
Name of Proposed Feature and Habitat Used by | European #e potentially linked to the
Natural Heritage Feature pNHA/NHA Supported
Area/Natural Heritage
Area.

Within Caunty Meath

N>

BallyhoeL.ough (001594)

Whooper Swan (45) using lake
and wet grassland.

Lough Derravaragh SPA (004043).

Lapwing (13) and wet
grassland.

River Boyne & River Blackwater SAC
(004232) & Dundalk Bay (004026).

Breakey Loughs (001558)

Whooper Swan (14) and
lake/grassland.

Lough Derravaragh SPA (004043).

Royal Canal (002103)

Narrow-mouthed and
Desmoulin's Whorl Snails and
emergent vegetation.

Rye Water SAC (001398).

Trim wetlands (001357)

Otter, Salmon and River
Lamprey and
wetlands/streams.

River Boyne & River Blackwater SAC
(004232).

Within 15km buffer zone

Knock Lake (001203)

Lapwing (70), Curlew (67),

Whooper Swan (4), Blat&iled
Godwit (9) , Blackeaded Gull
(111), Coot (54), Tufted Duck

(58)

Numerous coastal SPAsdlough
Derravaragh SPA (004043) & Lough
Ennel SPA & Lough Sheelin SPA
(004065) & Lough Kinale & Derragh
Lough SPA (004061)

Meath County Development Plan 202027
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Bog of the Ring (001204)

Whooper Swan and lake/bog

Lough Derravaragh SPA (004043)

Golden Plover and bog

South Dublin Bagnd River Tolka
Estuary SPA (004024) & Malahide
Estuary SPA (004025) & Baldoyle SP
(004016)

Lough Glore (000686)

Golden Plover (150) and
cutover bog

South Dublin Bay and River Tolka
Estuary SPA (004024) & Malahide
Estuary SPA (004025) & Baldoyle SP
(004016)

Lough Ramor (000008)

Otter and Lake

River Boyne & River Blackwater cSA(
(004232)

Lough Fea Demense pNH
(000560)

Whooper Swan (12) and lake

Lough Derravaragh SPA (004043)

Monalty Lough (001608)

Whooper Swan (65) and
grassland

LoughDerravaragh SPA (004043)

Lapwing (141) and grassland

River Boyne & River Blackwater cSA(
(004232)

Lough Naglack (000561)

Pochard (45), Tufted Duck (28
Coot (53), Blackeaded Gull
(30) and lake

Lough Derravaragh SPA (004043) &
Lough Ennel SPA & Lough Sheelin S
(004065)

4.4.6 Screening Conclusions

The Screening process has identified thaEallopearsites within the County have thgotential

to be adversely affected by the implementation of the Draft Meath County Development Plan
2020-2026.

Severah A 1S4 2dziaARS 2F GKS [/ 2dzyi @& 02 dzfARFENEl 30 GiAKISKE?
could be affected by development impacts in the same aqatt or by effects of recreation

activities emanating from increased populations in growth centres. Sites that were screened out

are listed initalicsin TableB1 in Appendix Bnd werenot deemed to be subject to further
consideration in the assessmeiiable B2 in Appendix B lists all European sites brought forward

for further assessment. The conservation objectives for each qualifying interest is also outlined

in the same tablel3 SACs and 14 SPAs are screened in and will be brought forward for
consideation in the NIR.

The Screening process identified four ABaropearsites in the County (NHAs, pNHAS) that may
form a supporting feature for some species that also useBbepeansites. Impacts on these
sites could result in indirect effects on the peoted species which are also Qualifyintgrests

of the Europearsites. No norEuropearsites that occurred outside of the County were screened
in.

Meath County Development Plan 202027
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5.1

5.2

5.3

ASSESSMENT OF VOLUME 1: WRITTEN STATEMENT

Sructure of Volume 1

Volume 1 of the Draft CDP contaiht chapters covering the aspects of future development in
the Countyincluding:

Introduction

Core Strategy

Settlement and Housing

Econony and Employment

Movement

Infrastructure

Community Building

CulturalHeritage Natural Heritage, Landscape and Green Infrastructure
Rural Development

Climate Change

Development Management Guidelines drahd use zoning objectives

= =4 =4 =4 =4 -8 -8 -8 -8 -8 9

Each chapter consists pblicies and bjectives and supporting text that adds background to the
policiesand djectives. This AA has focused on the impact of development assuming that they
have complied with theoliciesbbjectives.

If correctly prepared at the early stages dappreparation, thepolicies andbbjectives should

not only avoid posing argdverse effects on integrity of European Siteg should also provide
protective objectives that express intentions to protect European sites from adverse effects.
Therefore some of theobjectives may contain caveats or conditions that must be met to
demonstrate compliance whilst others will be purely focused at protection of European sites.

Assessment Approach

Each objective and policy drafted under the various chapters of the Meatlw@®&nalyzed and
its potential to haveadverseeffects on European sitimtegrity was assessed.he analysis was
conducted based on the five criteria outlinedSection 2.7.

AssessmenResults

TableC1 in Appendix [sts allthe policies and bjectivesand summarises thpotential adverse
effects on integrity of Europeasites. A small number gbpolicies/djectives were revised as part
of the AA process during their drafting to ensure that they adequately addressegbteatial
for adverse eficts on the integrity of European Sités somecasesthe implementation of the
policy/objectiveis open to interpretation at the projedevel and thenature of the adverse effect
arisingis dependent on the location of the propos@herefore, whilsit was not possible to rule
out adverse effects on integrity of European Siéshe strategielevel in such cases it would be
reasonable to apply AA at the lower levels of planning sottfeproject could be designed taking
into account the potential for such effects. In such cases it was assumed with a high level of
confidence thatmitigation measures cdd be applied when carrying out a projeletrel AA to
address theadverse effects omtegrity of European Sites

The result of the assessment was that all of the objectives in Volume 1 wereregarded to
give rise to adverse effects ahe integrity of European Sites

Meath County Development Plan 22027 Natura Impact Report 1.9



cawley

5.4 How the Mitigation Measures ensure the removal of risksarlverse effects on the integrity

of European Sites.

This section discusses how tpelicies/djectives have addressed the potential for adverse
effects on European sites. It selects examples from Table C1 to demonstrate the approach that
has been taken for certain impact types:

1. Objectives that reinforce statutory requirements g. HER OBJ 32sageneral rule, the

requirement for AA at lower level plans and projects has not been stated as it is matter of

law that screening for AA is requirddowever,in some cases this requirement has been

stated to reinforce its application at the lower level. Development applications that do

not follow statutory requirements will not be permitted.
2. Objectives that place conditions and caveats elER OBJ 38, MO\B® 33, MOV OBJ
36, INF OBJ 5, INF OBJ Zhis type of mitigation measure will only allow specific

development to be considered if it can be shown to have considered specific aspects in

the application documentatiorg usually in the provision of informatioto the Local
Authority to allow them to carry out AA Screening.
3. Obijectives that lack geographic specificitin several cases thaolicy/objective may not
0S SELINB&aaSR 6AGK NBFSNByOS (2

so far as se-specific impacts could be described. In such cases it was determined, given

RSTAYSR

the nature of thepolicy/objective, as to whether impacts could be bett&vroided,and
proposals assessed at the project stage when project details are known.

6 ASSESSMENT OF WMIE2: WRITTEN STATEMENT & MAPSSEORLEMENT

6.1 Structureof Volume?2

Theassessmenfirstly focused on the text of the general and speqifidiciesiobjectives for each
of the SettlementStatements Then the zoning maps for each settlemergreanalysed using
GIS data for a variety of ecological attributes as described in Section 2.8.

6.2 Approachto Assessment

Settlements were assessed for their potential to impact upon nearby European sites. This
assessmenincluded examining which river catchment the settlements were located in, their

distance to nearby European siteghether a hydrological connection between the two existed
and the various proposed zoning objectives in each settlement and their potémtiakult in

adverse impacts on European sitd$e results of this initial assessment can be seen in Table 3

below.

Table 3: Settlements in County Meath located close to European sites.

Settlement Name

European Site

Screen In
/Out

Regional GrowthCentres

South Drogheda Environs

Boyne Coast and Estuary SA@dBoyne Estuary
SPAare located <2km to the north of these
environs. Located within the Boyne catchment.

In

Key Towns

Navan River Boyne and Blackwater SAC and 3IBs In
through the settlement. Located within River Boyr
catchment.

Maynooth The boundary of this settlement overlaps with the| In

boundary of theRye Water/Carton SARye Water

Meath County Development Plan 202027
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Settlement Name

European Site

Screen In
/Out

flows to the south of this settlement.ocated within
Liffey and Dublin Bay catchment.

SelfSustaining Growth Towns

Trim

River Boyne and Blackwater SAC and 3IBws
through the settlement. Located within River Boyr
catchment.

Kells

River Boyne and Blackwater SAC and $IB#s to
the north of the settlement. Located within River
Boyne catchment.

Dunshaughlin

c.14.8km to Rye Water Valley/ Carton SAC but n
hydrological pathway exists. 23km to Malahide
Estuary SAC/ SPA. Halkeftlement area located in
NannyDelvin catchment, while other half located i
Boyne catchment.

Out

Ashbourne

c.13.4km to Malahide Estuary SAC and SPA.
Broadmeadow River flows through Ashbourne an
discharges to coast via Malahide Estuary. Locate
NannyDelvin catchment.

Out

Dunboyne

¢. 5.8km to Rye Water Valley/ Carton SAC but no
hydrological pathway exists. 17km to South

Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA. Locate(
within Liffey and Dublin Bay catchment.

Out

SelfSustaining Towns

LaytownBettystown
Mornington-Donacarney (East
Meath)

Boyne Coast and Estuary S&Cocated to the west
of Bettystown.River Nanny Estuary and Shore SP
is located within LaytowrBoyne Estuary SPA and
Boyne Coast and Estuary SAf@ located north of
Mornington and Donacarney. Bettystown and
Laytown are located in the Nani3elvin catchment
while Mornington Eaisis located within the River
Boyne catchment.

Stamullen

¢. 6km toRiver Nanny Estuary and Shore SPA.
Located within Nanmelvin catchment.

Out

Enfield

c.18km to River Boyne and Blackwater SAC via
watercourse. Located within River Boyne
catchment.

Out

Ratoath

>25km to Malahide Estuary SAC/ SPA. Located
within NannyDelvin catchment.

Out

Kilcock

c.5km toRye Water/Carton SAQRye Water flows
to the south of Kilcock. Located within Liffey and
Dublin Bay catchment.

Out

Towns and Villages

Athboy

River Boyne and Blackwater SAC and $lacated
within settlement boundary (Athboy River).

Duleek

¢. 7km to River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC
although no hydrological link exists. >12km to Riv
Nanny Estuary and Shore SPA to which it is
connected via watercourses. Located within Nan
Delvin catchment.

Out

Oldcastle

c.11km to Lough Sheelin, to which it is connecteg
via watercourse. Located thin the Upper Shannon
catchment.

Out

Meath County Development Plan 202027
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Settlement Name

European Site

Screen In
/Out

Ballivor

c.3.5km toRiver Boyne and Blackwater SAC and
SPAvia watercourse. Located within River Boyne
catchment.

Out

Longwood

c.6.5km toRiver Boyne and Blackwater SAG
which it is connected viaatercourse Located
within River Boyne catchment.

Out

Rural

Baile Ghib

<3km toRiver Boyne and Blackwater SAGa
watercourse. Located within the River Boyne
catchment.

Out

Carlanstown

c.7km upstream oRiver Boyne and Blackwater
SAC and SPAributary of River Boyne flows
through settlement. Located within River Boyne
catchment.

Out

Carnaross

c.900m toRiver Boyne and Blackwater SAC and
SPAgalthough does not appear to be hydrologicall
connected.Located within River Boyne catchment

Clonard

¢. 4km downstream of Mount Hevey Bog SAC.
4km to River Boyne and Blackwater SAC via
watercourses. Located within River Boyne
catchment.

Out

Clonee

c. 5.8km to Rye Water Valley/ Carton SACrmut
hydrological pathway exists. 16km to South
Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA. Locate(
within Liffey and Dublin Bay catchment.

Out

Crossakiel

¢. 2km toRiver Boyne and Blackwater SA2
tributary which is contained within settlement
boundary. Located within River Boyne catchment

Out

Donore

c.1.75km toRiver Boyne and Blackwater SAC ang
SPANo watercourse connection to SAC. Located
within River Boyne catchment.

Out

Drumconrath

>20km to StrabannarBraganstown SPA. >35km t(
Dundalk Bay SAC and SPA. Located within Newr
Fane, Glyde and Dee catchment.

Out

Gormanstown

c.2km to River Nanny Estuary and Shore SPA.
Located in Nanmpelvin catchment.

Julianstown

River Nanny Estuary and Shore SPA is located
within settlement boundary.Located in Nanny
Delvin catchment.

Kentstown

c¢. 13km to River Boyne and Blackwater SAC. >3(Q
to River Nanny Estuary and Shore SPA. Located
within NannyDelvin catchmat.

Out

Kilbride

>20km to Malahide Estuary. Located in Nanny
Delvin catchment.

Out

Kildalkey

¢. 2km toRiver Boyne and Blackwater SA
tributary which runs through settlement. Located
within River Boyne catchment.

Out

Kilmainhamwood

>35km to StrabannarBraganstown SPA. >50km t(
Dundalk Bay SAC and SPA. Located within Newr
Fane, Glyde and Dee catchment.

Out

Kilmessan

c.6km toRwver Boyne and Blackwater SA®Vithin
River Boyne catchment.

Out

Moynalty

c.12km upstream oRiver Boyne and Blackwater

SAC and SPA.7.4km to Killyconny Bog.

Out
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Settlement Name European Site Screen In
/Out
Nobber >30km to Strabannag Braganstown SPA. >45km { Out

Dundalk Bay SAC and SPdcated within Newry,
Fane, Glyde and Dee catchment.

Rathcairn <15km to River Boyne and River Blackwater SAQ Out
watercourse. Located within River Boyne
catchment.

Rathmolyon c.4km toRiver Boyne and Blackwater SA2 Out
tributary. Located withirRiver Boyne catchment.

Slane River Boyne and Blackwater SAC and SRifer In

Boyne flows to the south of the town and SAC is
located within settlement boundary.

Summerhill c.12km to River Boyne and Blackwater SAC via | Out
tributary which flows through settlement. Located
within River Boyne catchment.

Twentyeighti SGGf SYSyY (& ¢ SNB duedodn? sighifcantdisiarice bBtyided NB f &
them and relevant European site¥hese settlements included:

1 Ratoath i Donore 1 Oldcastle

1 Rathcairn 1 Crossakiel 1 Enfield

1 Longwood T Stamullen 1 Moynalty

1 Kilbride 1 Duleek M Kilmessan

1 Kentstown 1 Dunshaughlin M1 Ballivor

1 Rathmolyon 1 Ashbourne 1 Summerhll

9 Baile Ghib 1 Kilmainhamwood M Drumconrath
1 Dunboyne 1 Carlanstown 1 Nobber

9 Clonard 1 Kilcock 1 Kildalkey

91 Clonee

These settlements were regarded to not have any soyathwayreceptor relationships to

any of the European sites and therefore any likelihood of significant impacts either in isolation
or combination with elements of the Draft CDP or other plans andeptsj could be ruled

out.

Elevensettlements were brought forward for further analysis. These included:

T Trim 1 Kells 1 Navan
1 Maynooth 1 Athboy 1 Gormanstown
1 Slane 9 Julianstown M Carnaross
1 Laytown 1 South Droghede 1

Bettystown Environs

Mornington

Donacarney (Eas

Meath)

Following on from thisthe land zonindor the remainingelevensettlementswas analysed
using GIS softwar@he land zoningrasassessed against the five criteria describe8ection
2.7, for potential to result in adverse impacts to European saesites providing a supporting
role to the European site network
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Case law prevents lacunae or conditions being placed on the AA judgments. In other words,
the zoning must be capable of being implemented without hawithgerse effects on integrity

of European Sites

The full results of the settlement analyses are camtdiinTable C2 in Appendix C.

6.3 How the Mitigation Measures ensure the removal of risks of adverse effects on the integrity
of European Sites.

Thissectionhighlights the types of potentidikely significant effectthat arose during this part
of the assessment and hdikely significant effects were mitigated ensure no potential adverse
effects onthe integrity ofEuropean sitegvould occur

Impacts on Water quality

1. Potential Likely SignificanEffect: Potential for impacts on water quality as a result of
inadequate wastewater treatment and subsequent discharge to surface waters, or run
off of contaminated waters, in the case of potential construction related activities.

Mitigation: Ensure any further development application is connected to a WWTP with
adequate capacity for foul water during operation. The Appropriate Assessment
Screening Report and/or Natura Impact Statement must demonstrate that the proposals
will not result in any impacts on surface waters, which could result in adverse effects on
the integrity of relevant SAG/SPAs

2. Potential Likely SignificantEffect: Potential for construction and operation related
impacts on water quality in nearbyatercourses and hece downstream impacts to
European sites

Mitigation: Ensure that any development proposals clearly demonstrate adequate
mitigation measures to prevent the discharge of contaminated surface waters to local
surface water features, including drainage ditches, during construction. The surface water
design should also incorporate measures to reduce the volume of surface water
discharged from the site during operation and improve its environmental qudite
Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and/or Natura Impact Statement must
demonstrate that the proposals will not result in any impacts on surface waters, which
could reslt in adverse effects on the integrity of relevant SACs/SPAs.

Impact onHydrogedogy

3. Potential Likely Significant EffedRotential for impacts on hydgedogy if construction
results in excavations or piling, which could interact with thelerlying groundwater
bodies which influences the hydyedogyhydrology of the area and conditions
underpinning the quality and productivity of the groundwater dependent habitats e.g.
petrifying springs and alkaline fens.

Mitigation: Any application for development must be accompanied by an Ecological
Impact Assessment and Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and/or Natura Impact
Statement, whichever is deemed relevant. The Appropriate Assessment Screening Report
and/or Natura Impact &tement must demonstrate that the proposals will not result in

any impacts on hydgedogy, which could result in adverse effects on the integrity of
groundwater dependent habitats or designated sites.

Habitat Loss/ Degradation
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4. Potential Likely SignificahEffect Any development has the potential for loss of SAC QI
habitats or habitats on which QI species depend on. Habitat degradation could occur
through the spread of invasive species, if present.

Mitigation: Any application for development must be accompanied by an Ecological
Impact Assessment and Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and/or Natura Impact
Statement, whichever is deemed relevant. The assessments should be informed by
detailed ecological surys and should address but not be limited to the following;
detailed habitat survey, potentiairect andindirect impact of the development on QI
habitats in the area, potential impact of the development on usage of the area by SAC/SPA
QI species for breedg/resting/foraging and at different stages during their lifecyélay
application for further development must also allow for a 10m Otter habitat zone along
the river bank where existing development does not preclude this. Ecological surveys
undertakenshould include surveys for invasive species and Annex | hahitdténnex Il
species the results of which should be clearly mapped. The Appropriate Assessment
Screening Report and/or Natura Impact Statement must demonstrate that the proposals
will not result in any impacts regarding habitat loss or degradation, which could result in
adverse effects on the integrity of the SAC/SPA.

Disturbance Impacts on Sensitive Species

5. Potential Likely Significant Effect: Potential for disturbance to Q$pecies, such as
Kingfisher or Otter, through construction related activities or increased human presence
(e.g. riverside walkways and greenways).

Mitigation: Any application for development must be accompanied by an Ecological
Impact Assessment and Appropriate Assessntaméening Report and/or Natura Impact
Statement, whichever is deemed relevant. The Appropriate Assessment Screening Report
and/or Natura Impact Statement must demonstrate that the proposals will not result in
any increase in disturbance, which could reguladverse effects on the integrity of the
SAC/SPA.

Reduction in Ecological Connectivity

6. Potential Likely SignificantEffect: Any development has the potential to result in a
reduction of ecological connectivity through the loss of supporting featurels as areas
of woodland or hedgerows and ditches which may not only provide a supporting role to
QI habitats but may also provide foraging/ commuting routes for QI species such as
Kingfisher and Otter.

Mitigation: Any application for development must be accompanied by an Ecological
Impact Assessment and Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and/or Natura Impact
Statement, whicheveiis deemed relevant. The assessments should be informed by
detailed ecological surveys and should address but not be limited to the following;
detailed habitat survey, potential indirect impact of the development on QI habitats in the
area, potential impacof the development on usage of the area by SAC/SPA QI species for
breeding/resting/foraging and at different stages during their lifecycle. The Appropriate
Assessment Screening Report and/or Natura Impact Statement must demonstrate that
the proposals wilhot result in any reduction of ecological connectivity, which could result

in adverse effects on the integrity of the SAC/SPA.

The outcome of this stage was that all of the zonings could be capable of being implemented
without having adverse effects onhé integrity of European sites providing all the
requirements are met at the planning application level. Mitigation measures will ensure that
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any planning application that does not provide the required information or prove beyond
reasonable doubt that the mitigation praled at the sitespecific level will meet the
requirements of this NIR and CDP documentation, will not be permitted.

7 ASSESSMENT ®FPENDICES
Assessment of Appendix d Development Plan Mandatory Objectives

The mandatory objectives are a required as a matif law, Section 10§2f the Planning and
Development Act 200(as amended)These objectives specifically reference conservation and
protection of European sites and the wider environméeFhe examination of the Development

Plan Mandatory Objectivesdlinot indicate any potential for adverse effects on European site
integrity. Draft CDP policies and objectives as well as land use zoning has been assessed in Volume
1 and 2.

Assessment of Appendix @Strategic Policy Guidance and Legislation

The appendix is simply a list of policy, guidance documents and legislation at an international and
national level that the draft CDP has had regard to. This includes the Habitats Directive. The
examination of the Strategic Policy Guidance and Legislditbmot indicate any potential for
adverse effects on European site integrity. Draft CDP policies and objectives as well as land use
zoning has been assessed in Volume 1 and 2.

Assessment of Appendix @Meath CountyHousing Strategy

The examination of taMeath County Housing Stratedid not indicate any potential for adverse
effects on European site integrity. Draft CDP policies and objectives as well as land use zoning has
been assessed in Volume 1 and 2.

Assessment of Appendixd@Meath County RetaiStrategy

The examination of the Meath County Housing Strategy did not indicate any potential for adverse
effects on European site integrity. Draft CDP policies and objectives as well as land use zoning has
been assessed in Volume 1 and 2.

Assessment of ppendix 5¢ Landscape Character Assessment

The examination of the Landscape Character Assessment did not indicate any potential for
adverse effects on European site integrity. Draft CDP policies and objectives as well as land use
zoning has been assessedolume 1 and 2.

Assessment of Appendix @Record of Protected Structures

The examination of the Record of Protected Structures did not indicate any potential for adverse
effects on European site integrity. Draft CDP policies and objectives as vaelllasé zoning has
been assessed in Volume 1 and 2.

Assessment of Appendix Architectural Conservation Areas

The examination of the Architectural Conservation Areas did not indicate any potential for
adverse effects on European site integrity. DrafPGinlicies and objectives as well as land use
zoning has been assessed in Volume 1 and 2.

Assessment of Appendix @UNESCO World Heritage Site and Bri na Boinne Management
Plan

The examination of the Bri na Boinne Management Plan did not indicate any potential for
adverse effects on European site integrity. The Management Plan was subject to AA Screening.

Meath County Development Plan 22027 Natura Impact Report P6



cawley

Draft CDP policies and objectives as well as land use zoning has beaeddsaslume 1 and
2.

Assessment of Appendix @National Monuments in State Care & Register of Historic
Monuments

The examination of th&lational Monuments in State Care & Register of Historic Monundidts
not indicate any potential for adverse effscbn European site integrity. Draft CDP policies and
objectives as well as land use zoning has been assessed in Volume 1 and 2.

Assessment of Appendix IQProtected Views and Prospects

The examination of th@rotected Views and Prospedsl not indicaé any potential for adverse
effects on European site integrity. Draft CDP policies and objectives as well as land use zoning has
been assessed in Volume 1 and 2.

Assessment of Appendix 1dSites Designated for Nature Conservation and County Geological
Stes

This is simply a list of designated sites in the Courtig. examination of thé\ppendixdid not
indicate any potential for adverse effects on European site integrity. Draft CDP policies and
objectives as well as land use zoning has been assessetlimé/l and 2.

Assessment of Appendix 12 Public Rights of Way

This is simply a list of Public Rights of Widne examination of thAppendixdid not indicate any
potential for adverse effects on European site integrity. Draft CDP policies and objectives as well
as land use zoning has been assessed in Volume 1 and 2.

Assessment of Appendix 13Rural Design Guide

The examination of th®ural [2sign Guidelid not indicate any potential for adverse effects on
European site integrity. Draft CDP policies and objectives as well as land use zoning has been
assessed in Volume 1 and 2.

Assessment of Appendix 1dStatement Outlining Compliance with Ministerial Guidelines

The examination of the Statement Outlining Compliance with Ministerial Guidelines did not
indicate any potential for adverse effects on European site integrity. DiaR @olicies and
objectives as well as land use zoning has been assessed in Volume 1 and 2.

Assessment of Appendix I&Implementation and Monitoring

The examination of the Implementation and Monitoring did not indicate any potential for adverse
effects o European site integrity. Draft CDP policies and objectives as well as land use zoning has
been assessed in Volume 1 and 2.

8 INTERACTION WITH OTHER PLANS

The E.C. Habitats Directive and t8@Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulatid?l1as amended
require that the impacts orcuropearsites be assessed from the plan or project in question and
also in the presence of other plans and projects that could affect the §gamepearsites.

The screening process identified the plans that could act in combination with the Cidédb
poseadverse effects on integrity of European Sit€kissection identifies if these Plans have
undergone an appropriate assessment themsehas it is assumedhat if a Plan has been
adopted following an AA then ghould not be capable of posirglverse effects on integrity of
European Sites

Meath County Development Plan 22027 Natura Impact Report 7



cawley

Meath County Council intends to prepare new Local Area Plans for the following settlements
within the lifetime of thisCDP: Navan, DunboyhBunboyne North/ CloneeAshbourneKells,

Trim, Dunshaughlin, Ratoath, BettystolwwaytownMornington EastDonacarney Mornington,
Oldcastle, AthboyDuleek, and Stamullen. In addition, in conjunction with Louth County Council,
Meath County Council will prepare a JowWision and Urbamrea Plan for Drogheda over the
lifetime of this CDPThese will be required to be consistent withe Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy for the Eastern and Midlands Regmoithe National Planning Framework.

The newLAPs will all undergo their own appropriate assessment where necessary and will take
into account the cumulative effects at this scale, particularly of projects which can act in
combination and identified at a local 3ea These plans and any amendments/variations to them
will be in accordance with the Policies and Objectives that are described in ThBleC2in
Appendix C Therefore, it is assumed that any new lamk plans and any
amendments/variations to such witlot pose likely significant effects ®uropeansites. Local

Area Plans in Meath are therefore not predicted to pose cumulative adverse impacts, providing
they are in compliance with the County Development Plan.

The cumulative/ircombination impact assesent focused on the otheDevelopment Plans that
had the highest potential to affect the sankiropeansites that could be affected by the Draft
CDP Other highedlevel plans that could promote infrastructure are integrated within (BBP
Plan itself andhave been assessed as such.

1 GreaterDublinAreaRegional Planning Guidelines 2€A@P2

0 The RPGs have undergone an AA and it recommended specific conditions to protect
European sites (Sectigh6 of HDA).

o No incombination impacts with the Draft CDP are predicted as a result of
implementation.

1 Fingal County Development Plan 26023

0 The Rier Nanny Estuary and Shore SPA digskm north of the Fingal border with
Meath.

0 The Screening for Appropriate Assessment concluded that impacts on the River Nanny
and Shore SPA could not be excluded at this stage.

0 Th Natura Impact Report concludes thhe risks to safeguarding the integrity of the
qualifying interests and conservation objectives of the European Sites have been
addressed through the inclusion of mitigation measures that will in the first instance,
prioritise the avoidance of impacts anditigate impacts where these cannot be
avoided.

1 Kildare County Development Plan 264023

0 The Rye Water Valley/ Carton SAC falls under both the Meath and Kildare CDP areas.
0 The Kildare CDP has undergone an Appropriate Assessment and the resulting
Approprate Assessment Determination has concluded that through the inclusion of
mitigation measures which will prioritise the avoidance of effects, and will reliably
mitigate these effects where they cannot be avoided, no likely significant effects to the
ecologcal integrity of European sites are predicted following implementation of the

CDP.

1 WestmeathCounty Development Plan 202920

0 Mounty Hevey Bog cSAC, Lough Bane and Lough Glass cSAC, White Lough, Ben Loughs
and Lough Doo cSAC, Moneybeg and Clareisland Bogs cSAC, Lough Sheelin SPA and the

Meath County Development Plan 22027 Natura Impact Report 8



cawley

River Boyne and Blackwater cSAC and SPA are shared by both Meath and Westmeath
counties.

0 TheWestmeath County Development Plan 22620 has undergone an appropriate
assessment under Article 6(3) of the E.C. Habitats Directive and the resulting Natura
Impact Report was published alongside the Plan.

0 The proposed population increase was highlightex a cause for concern in the
PLILINBLINAFGS 'aaSaaySyid {ONBSyAy3a wSLERNIZ
ddzLJLX & G2 a2YS wp aSddGtSYSyda Aa az2dz2NOSR 7
Lough Ree and Lough Lene with 70% of the populatioredely the Lough Owel
Fo&AUGNI OQGA2yd t20SydAlrt GKNBFGa G2 GKS 02\
includes increased abstraction, overfishing, eutrophication and pressure from amenity
uses such as boating and fishing. Mitigatory objectives were sexghto address this
issue.

o {NFGS3IAO0 LREAOASA NBfFOGAY3T (2 GKS LINBY2QG2
Lakes could have potential adverse effects. These are not exempt from AA at the
projectlevel and it would be assumed that such proposalsneillbe permitted if they
impact on the integrity of these sites. Nevertheless, it was recommended that a
protective policy in relation to this should be added to the Plan.

o A number of policies and objectives are included in the Plan, which are conceithed w
designated sites and their protection.

91 DublinCity Development Plan 202822

0 There are no Natura 2000 sites shared by the two Counties.

o Inconcluding the Screening for Appropriate Assessment of the Dublin City Development
Plan, it wasdetermined that the Plan could potentially impact, either directly or
indirectly, on six European sites. None of these European sites were located within the
Meath CDP boundary.

9 Longford County DevelopmeRian20152021

0 There are no shared European sitesated on the MeatH_ongford border.

0 The Appropriate Assessment for this the Longford County Development Plan, and
resulting Natura Impact Report, provides for a range of protective policies and
objectives, which will ensure that project level effectjet cannot be predicted at the
Development Plan level, will be mitigated against, and encroachment on protected sites
through inappropriate development will be avoided. As a result, there are no predicted
cumulative impacts from the implementation of tH¥an on Lough Kinale and Derragh
Lough SPA and downstream sites in Meath.

9 Cavan County Development Plan 2&2D20

0 Lough Sheelin SPA, Killyconny Bog cSAC and the River Boyne and Blackwater cSAC and
SPAare shared by Meath and Cavan.

0 The CavanCounty Development Plan 202420 has undergone Screening for
Appropriate Assessment. This assessment concluded that no likely significant effects on
Natura 2000 sites were predicted as a result of the implementation of the Cavan CDP,
given the range of mtective policies and objectives in relation to Natura 2000 sites
contained within. Therefore, there are no predicted cumulative impacts from the
implementation of this Plan.

9 Louth County Development Plan 262621
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0 The Boyne Estuary SPA, River Boyne dackBater cSAC and SPA are all shared by
Louth and MeathAll land use plans, including County Development Plans, must be
subjected to the Appropriate Assessment process to ensure that their implementation
will not give rise to adverse effects on Europeites. Louth County Development Plan
20152021 was subjected to AA and therefore no cumulative impacts from the
implementation of this Plan are predicted.

1 Offaly County Development Plan 202820

0 There are no shared European sites located on the M&dthly border.

0 The Plan underwent an Appropriate Assessment and the resulting Natura Impact Report
states that potential impacts on European sites and their Qualifying Interests include;
hydrological impacts and changes in water quality, water abstractiffarestation,
agricultural improvements, peat extraction, disturbance and trampling as a result of
recreational activities, ovegrazing, excessive nutrient inputs and wind energy
developments. These impacts were grouped into four different impact typeisitdt
loss, hydrological and water quality impacts, disturbance impacts to qualifying species
and air emissions. Two overarching policies which aim to safeguard environmental
sensitives were integrated into the core strategy. In addition, numerous otbkcips
and objectives (set out in Chapter 7 of the Cavan CDP) aim to provide further protection
to European sites. Mitigatory policies and objectives have also been included
throughout various chapters of the CDP to ensure that the Plan affords protection
European sites against specific policies and objectives, which could otherwise result in
likely significant effects.

0 There are no Natura 2000 sites within 10km of the Meath/Offaly border so the risk of
interaction between the Counties is regarded ® low.

1 Monaghan County Development Plan 2e2025

0 The Appropriate Assessment for the Monaghan County Development Plan found that
likely significant effects on European sites within the zone of influence inclodedct
impacts such as habitat degradation, deterioration of water quadityd noise
disturbance. However, the Appropriate Assessment process did not identify any
interaction with County Meath. All of the sites in Monaghan and Meath are located
more than 20km from the border and there is no significant risk afoimbination
effects.

9 Eagern Catchmentbased Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Study

o Each CFRAM Study includes the collection of survey data, and the assembly and analysis
of meteorological, hydrological and tidal data, which will be used to develop a suite of
hydrauic computer models. Flood maps are one of the main outputs of the study and
are the way in which the model results are communicated to each of the end users. The
studies will then assess a range of potential options to manage the flood risk, and
determine, if there are viable options, which is preferred for each area and will be
recommended for implementation within the Flood Risk Management Plans.

0 There is the potential for interactions between the development implemented as a
result of the CDP and theofid management measures that may be recommended by
the CFRAMS. Fexamplethe construction of flood walls, embankments, flood storage
basins or attenuation areas can all change the flooding regime within a catchment both
upstream and downstream. This chave adverse effects on the integrity of European
sites where qualifying interest habitats such as alluvial woodland, mudflats, alkaline
fens and species such as Salnaod Otter amongst others, are present.
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0 Since the CFRAMS studies are at the stageaidfing Flood Risk Management Plans
(FRMPs)it is too early to identify where there may be conflicts or potential for in
combination impacts arisingherefore it is recommended that during the subsequent
stages of the CFRAMS study that all proposala/doks are in full compliance with the
Objectives of the CDP 202026 and are consistent with the zoning proposals in the
Settlement Plans.

T LNBfFYyRQa ! yOASyYyd 9l ad
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cultural heritage experiences that are particularly prevalent in the East and South of the
country (counties Carlow, CavaCork, Kildare, Kilkenny, Laois, Longford, Louth, Meath,
Monaghan, Offaly, Tipperary, Waterford, Westmeath, Wexford and Wicklow).

0 The IAE Strategy provides a brand but does not form policy on land use/infrastructural
development and is part of the ongwj promotion of tourism in Ireland which has been
active for many years.

o In order to help bring the brand to life on the ground, Failte Ireland have prepared a
Signage Plan. Filte Ireland will design and produce the signage and make it available to
devebpers (local authorities and the Office of Public Works) who may decide to install
new signage or upgrade existing signage, subject to the conditions designed into the
Sighage Plan. With regard to works related to the signage, the developers are required
to comply with the relevant legislative provisions in relation to AA screening. AA
screening must be undertaken in advance of proposed developments by the
developers.

0 The Signage Plan includes a number of measures which developers are required to
comply wih in order to be issued with signage and associated gfaetsTable 2.1 and
Table 2.2 in AA Screening Repo8lch measures will in some cases overlap with and
in some cases will be in addition to both the requirements of environmental and
planning legilation and the provisions contained within various plans and programmes
including the various County Development Plafisese measures will ensure that no
effects on European sites occur.

0o ¢KS 'l {ONBSYyAy3 F2dzy R (KL ( rategBwilllndtidvie I y RQa
rise to significant effects on the integrity of any European sites.
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upon the implementation of the proposed Meath CDR@2026.

9 Fingal and East Meath Flood Risk Assessment and Management Study SEA Environmental
Report (2011)

0 This strategic analysis of flood risk and relief options identified potential for impacts on
the River Nanny Estuary and Shore SPA and Boyne Estuary SPlesadt af
embankment proposals at Laytown/Bettystown. It was recommended that the timing
of the proposed works on the River Nanny Estuary take place between April and August
to avoid the main bird migration and wintering period; the reduction of noisediggu
appropriate construction methods; and the setting back of the flood defences and road,
or the creation of new intertidal habitat to mitigate for habitat likely to be lost through
coastal squeeze.

9 Eastern River Basin District Management Plan (2008)
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0 A review of the Article 6 Assessment indicated that the Measures proposed within the
Plan are consistent with the mitigation policies within the Draft County Development
Plan. Key issues such as buffers strips alongside rivers, control of invasive species,
upgrade and capacity of wastewater treatment plants lend support for the Policies in
the Plan.

1 Neagh Bann International River Basin District Management Plan (2008)

0 This international River Basin District covers the nedistern edge of Meath. A review
of the Article 6 Assessment indicated that the Measures proposed within the Plan are
consistent with the mitigation policies within the Draft County Development Plan in a
similar manner to the ERBDMP.

9 Shannon International River Basin District Managenitan (2008)

0 The ShIRBD is the largest river basin district in Ireland, comprising a land area of
approximately 18,000 kfand includes an extensive area of central Ireland, from its
source in County Cavan to the mouth of the Shannon Estuary. It drdina emall part
of western County Meath outside of the Boyne catchment.

0 A review of the Article 6 Assessment indicated that the Measures proposed within the
Plan are consistent with the mitigation policies within the Draft County Development
Plan in a sintr manner to the ERBDMP. There is no significant riskafrivbination
effects.

1 River Basin Management Plan 2a2@1

0 The Appropriate Assessment process for the River BaamagementPlan found that
the main potential ecological impacts which coulgarirom the implementation of the
RBMP included; habitat loss, destruction, fragmentation or degradation; alterations to
water quality and/or water movement; disturbance to habitats/ species and in
combination impacts. Through the process of impact préaligtthe main ecological
impacts associated with the RBMP included; construction, upgrade and operation of
new WWTPs and associated infrastructure; failure to achieve planned water quality
outcomes and failure to ensure @ydinated and integrated implemeation of
measures.

o0 A number of mitigation measures have been proposed to further improve actions
contained within the RBMBNd to address potential negative effects identified during
the assessmenif the RBMP

0 The Natura Impact Report concludes that é@dson the adoption of the various
mitigation measures proposed, there will be no adverse effects on the integrity of any
European sites as a result of implementing the RBMP.

9 RESPONSIBILITIES FOR IMPLEMENTING MITIGATION POLICIES

The responsibility for imphlaenting theCDRies solely with the Planning Authority through the
planning consent process. Applicants who intend to develop withinQb@areaare obliged to
ensure that their application is consistent with tpelicies/djectivesand requirementswithin
the Plan.The statutory requirement for the Planning Authority to carry du#tScreening for all
planning applications is not affected by arfytiee statements in this NIR. All applications must
be tested for the potential for likely significant effeate European sites in view of the sites
Conservation Objectives

Applicants must provide information to allow the Planning Authority to screenaghplication
and decide ifull AAis required.
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10 MONITORING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES

Whilst there is no legal requiremerid monitor the outputs of theAA process, there is an
obligation to monitor the implementation of th€CDPthrough the E.C. SEA Directivas
implemented in Ireland. Contingency measures may have to be applied if there is evidence that
Objectives cannot be implemented successfullile Eropean Communities (Environmental
Liability) Regulations 2008ill also apply in the event of any environmental damage to habitats
and species both within and outside of the European sites.

11 HOW THE AA PROCESS IN SHAPING THE CDP WILL PROTECT THEITEHEEROPEAN S

This Natura Impact Report recadthe decisions that were taken during the preparation of the
Draft CDP It determined that, assuming the successful implementatiorthed policies/djectives

in the Written Statement compliance with the Settlementritten Statement and Mapand
application of the mitigation measures providedTableC1 andC2(Appendix Gltherewill be no
adverse effects on integrity of European Sitesolation or in combinationwith other Plans and
Projects acting in the same area.

12 SUMMARY ORSSESSMENT OHEPROPOSEAMENDMENTS$0O THEDP

12.1 Screeningf the ProposedMaterial Amendments to the CDP

The Draft CDRPand accompanyingraft NIR were put on public display iDecember 2019or

public consultation. On foot of this consultatimmendmentswyere proposed tothe CDPThese
amendmentshave been assessédalr the likelihood to result in o$ignificant effect®n European
sitesin accordance with the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) as transposed into Irisf haw
proposed amendments were assessed having regard for the content of the Draft NIR published
alongside the draft CDP. Table B2 in Appendix B outlifiegCionservation Objectives for
European sites was considered during assessment of proposed amendments, and where more up
to date Conservation Objectives were available, these were considered (as per spudtaed

in AppendixF. Where mitigation measure were required, these were outlinedRroposed
material amendmentdo the CDP and accompanying AA documentation were put on public
display in May 2021 for public consultation.

The assessment pfoposedmaterial amendments can be found in Appendix D

Any changes that were merefgtictual and contextual and have no ecological consequbave
not been outlinedn theassessment in Appendix D

12.2 Screening of Proposed Madifications to Material Amendments to the CDP

All of the submissions which wemeade during the public consultation phase for the proposed
material amendments were consideretly the Chief ExecutiveModifications to material
amendments were assessed having regard to the content of the draft NIR published alongside
the draft CDPTable B2 in Appendix @itlining the Conservation Objectives for European sites
was considered during assessment of proposedendments, and where more up to date
Conservation Objectives were available, these were considered (as per spoatiened in
Appendix F)The assessment of modifications to material amendments can be found in Appendix
E.

The @ief ExecutivesReport took into consideration thesubmissions on the material
amendmentsoutcome of the AA Screening of theaterial amendments, and AA Screening of
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minor alteratiors to material amendments Recommendations were made to th&lected
Members ta

T make modificationsd some of the material amendments; and to either
9 adopt the material amendments, with or without minor alterations; or

1 reject the material amendments, with or without minor alterations.

12.3Adoption of the CDP

All of the material amendmentsand the recommended modifications to thenaterial
amendments were considered by the Elected Members of Meath County Catircifpecial
planning Meetingon 20", 215t 22 September 2021Elected members voted to adopt the CDP
with mog of the proposed amendments 022" September2021, rejecting some of the CE
recommendationand associated AA mitigation

The content of the resolution and accompanying documentation does not change the findings of
the appropriate assessment of the CDP.

13 APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT CONCLUSION STATEMENT

Screening for Appropriate Assessment identified that the implementation ofCib&had the
potential to result in likely significant effects on Europesies. Subsequently, an Riwas
prepared to further explore these likely significant effects andaseertain if the CDP could
adversely affect the integritgf any Europearsites.

Theassessment identified that the majority thfe CDP (e.g. policies and land use zonidigisiiot
give rise tolikely significant effect®n Europearsites, and that where likely significant effects
were identified these could be mitigated\ll actions arisig from the CDRshall be required to
conform to the mitigation measures contained within thisfRNIh addition, all lower level plans
and projects arising from the implementation of tl@DPwill themselves be subject to the
requirements of the Habitats Rictive, as transposed into Irish law, when details become known.

This Natura Impact Report recorded the decisions that were taken during the preparation of the
CDPIt determined that, assuming the successful implementation opthleies/djectives in he
Written Statement, compliance with the SettlementWritten Statement and Mapsand
application of the mitigation measures providadAppendix C to E (from draft CEiPough to

minor alterations to material amendmenssage$, there would be no adverse effects on integrity

of European Sites in isolation or in combination with other Plans and Projects acting in the same
area.

However, nitigation measures arising from the AA process and associated with the following
material amendment$fiavenot been incorporated into the adopted Meath CDP:

1 Athboy Amendment No. 3

Incorporate a 25m buffer space / open space zoning in between the SAC & SPA boundary
and other zonings, so that the SAC & SPA boundary and other zonings do not directly
adjoin each other.

Any future plans / projects will be subject to AA Screening, awdh&fe appropriate, as
a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HER OBJ 32

1 Slane Amendment No. 4
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Zoning should remain as open space. Area is narrow so that a 25m buffer space / open
space between SAC boundary and land parcel would probably result in much of the land
parcel being subsumed by the buffer.

Therefore based on the resolution by the Eledt&embers toadopt the CDP againsbme of
the recommendations of the AA procesiscannot be concluded that there will be no adverse
effects on the integrity oEuropean sitess a result of implementation of the CBRd therefore
the CDRcontravenes Aitle 6(3) of the Habitats Directive.
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Appendix AEuropean Sites and Qualifying Interests
Table Al: European Sites in County Meath and within a 15km buffer ofGbanty Boundary
9dzNR LISIY {AdGSa sAlGKAY GKS /5t Q& . 2dzyRI NB

Site Special Areas of Conservation Site Special Protection Areas
Code Code

Sites within County Meath
001957 Boyne Coast and Estuary SAC 004080 Boyne Estuary SPA

002299 River Boyne and Blackwater SAC 004158 River Nanny Estuary and Shore SPA

001398 Rye Water Valley / Carton SAC 004065 Lough Sheelin SPA

002342 Mount Hevey Bog SAC 004232 River Boyne and Blackwater SPA

001810 White Lough, Ben Loughs and LougH
Doo SAC

002120 Lough Bane and Lough Glass SAC
000006 Killyconny Bog (Cloughbally) SAC
002340 Monybeg and Clareisland Bogs SAC

002203 Girley (Drewstown) Bo§AC

Sites within 15km

002341 Ardagullion Bog SAC 004091 StabannarBraganstown SPA

000679 Garriskil Bog SAC 004006 North Bull Island SPA

002121 Lough Lene SAC 004024 South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estu
SPA

000685 Lough Ennell SAC 004016 Baldoyle Bay SPA

000582 Raheenmore Bog SAC 004015 Rogerstown Estuary SPA

000925 The Long Derries, Edenderry SAC | 004122 Skerries Islands SPA

000391 Ballynafagh Bog SAC 004025 Malahide Estuary SPA

001387 Ballynafagh Lake SAC 004026 Dundalk Bay SPA

000206 North Dublin Bay SAC 004061 Lough Kinale anBerragh Lough SPA
000199 Baldoyle Bay SAC 004102 Garriskill Bog SPA

000205 Malahide Estuary SAC 004043 Lough Derraghvarragh SPA

000208 Rogerstown Estuary SAC 004044 Lough Ennell SPA

001459 Clogher Head SAC 004014 Rockabill SPA

000455 Dundalk BaysAC

003000 Rockabill to Dalkey Island SAC
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Table A2: Natural Heritage Areas and proposed Natural Heritage Areas in County Meath and
within a 15km buffer of the County Boundary

Natural Heritage Areas and proposed Natural Heritage Areas withmp 1 Y 0 dzF ¥ S NJ

Boundary

Site Code| Natural Heritage Areas (NHAS) 5Aail yOS TNERY(appor)Q

Sites within County Meath

001580 Girley Bog 2A0KAY /5tQa o62dzyRIEN

001324 Jamestown Bog 2 A0KAY /5tQa o62dzyRIEN

001582 Molerick Bog 2 A0KAY /5tQa o62dzyRIN

002342 Mount Hevey Bog 2 A0KAY /5tQa o62dzyRIN

Sites within 15km buffer of CDP boundary

000985 Lough Kinale and Derragh Lough 3.97 km

000684 Lough Derravaragh 9.34 km

000694 Wooddown Bog 12.83 km

002323 Milltownpass Bog 2.59 km

000677 Cloncrow Bog (New Forest) 13.27 km

000570 Black Castle Bog 1.22 km

001388 Carbury Bog 6.06 km

001393 Hodgestown Bog 8.94 km

001218 Skerries Islands NHA 9.49 km

002341 Ardagullion Bog 13.64 km

Site Code| proposed Natural Heritage Areas 5Aail yOS TNERY(appor)Q
(PNHAS)

Sites within County Meath

001594 Ballyhoe Lough 2A0KAY /5t Q& 062dzyRIN

001573 Ballynabarny Fen 2A0KAY [/ 5tQ& 062dzyRIN

001579 Balrath Woods 2AGKAY /5t Q& o02dzyRIN

001957 Boyne Coast and Estuary 2AGKAY /5t Qa o02dzyRIN

001862 Boyne River Islands 2AGKAY /5t Qa o02dzyRIN

001592 Boyne Woods 2AGKAY /5t Qa o02dzyRIN

001558 Breaky Loughs 2A0KAY [/ 5tQ& 062dzyRIN

000552 Corstown Loughs 2A0KAY [/ 5tQ& 062dzyRIN

000553 Crewbane Marsh 2A0KAY /5t Q& 062dzyRIN

001576 Cromwells Bush Fen 2A0KAY /5t Q& 062dzyRIN

001861 Dowth Wetland 2AGKAY /5t Qa o02dzyRIN

001578 Duleek Commons 2AGKAY /5t Qa o02dzyRIN

000006 Kilconny Bog (Cloghbally) 2AGKAY /5t Qa o02dzyRIN

001804 KingWilliams Glen 2 AGKAY /5t Qa o062dzyRIN

000554 Laytown Dunes / Nanny Estuary 2A0KAY /5tQa 062dzyRIN

001814 Lough Naneagh 2 AGKAY /5t Qa o062dzyRIN

000987 Lough Sheelin 2A0KAY /5tQa 062dzyRIN

001587 Mentrim Lough 2AGKAY /5t Qa o02dzyRIN
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000557 Rathmoylan Esker 2A0KAY 5t Q4 02dzyRIN
001589 Rossnaree Riverbank 2 A0KAY 5t Q4 02dzyRIN
002103 Royal Canal 2A0KAY 5t Q4 02dzyRIN
001398 Rye Water Valley / Carton 2 A0KAY 5t Q& o02dzyRIN
001591 Slane Riverbank 2AGKAY 5t Qa o02dzyRI N
001593 Thomastown Bog 2 A0KAY 5t Q& o02dzyRIN
001357 Trim Wetlands 2 A0KAY 5t Q4 02dzyRIN
001810 White Lough, Ben Loughs and Lough Doo| 2 A (G KA Y 5t Q4 02dzyRIN
000556 Lough Shesk 2A0KAY 5t Q4 02dzyRIN
Sites within 15km buffer of CDP boundary

001203 KnockLake 4.75 km

001204 Bog of the Ring 2.53 km

002000 Loughshinny Coast 11.47 km

000207 Rockabill Island 14.19 km

001616 Louth Hall and Ardee Woods 3.74 km

004091 StrabannanBraganstown 7.69 km

001856 Dunany Point 13.94 km

001801 Barmeath Woods 9.66 km

001454 Ardee Cutaway Bog 0.59 km

001805 Melifont Abbey Woods 1.05 km

001293 Blackhall Woods 5.74 km

000208 Rogerstown Estuary 9.15 km

000205 Malahide Estuary 8.31 km

001208 Feltrim Hill 10.16 km

000199 Baldoyle Bay 14.55 km

000178 Santry Demesne 7.85 km

000206 North Dublin Bay 12.73 km

000128 Liffey Valley 2.41 km

000390 Ballina Bog 1.54 km

001391 Donadea Wood 6.85 km

001387 Ballynafagh Lake 10.32 km

000391 Ballynafagh Bog 11.18 km

002104 Grand Canal 4.94 km

000925 TheLong Derries, Edenderry 9.12 km

000582 Raheenmore Bog 12.91 km

000685 Lough Ennell 12.03 km

000690 [ 2dZAK { KSS@SNJ CSy«k | 16.42km

000679 Garriskil Bog 15.19 km

000672 Aghalasty Fen 2.32 km

000686 Lough Glore 1.33 km
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000681 Hill of Mael and the Rock of Curry 2.99 km
000992 Lough Gowna 9.85 km
000008 Lough Ramor 2.13 km
001608 Monalty Lough 6.18 km
001671 Spring and Corcrin Lough 6.98 km
001458 Castlecoo Hill 12.2km
001459 Clogher Head 13.2km
001599 Creevy Lough 10km
001461 Darver Castle Woods 11.5km
000991 Dodder Valley 13.8km
001462 Drumcah, Toprass and Cortial Loughs 14km
000455 Dundalk Bay 14.9km
001806 Kildemock Marsh 4.2km
001721 Lough Bane 4.9km
000560 Lough Fea Demesne 4.6km
000561 LoughNaglack 6.7km
000690 [ 2dzAK { KSS@SNJ CSy 18km
001212 Lugmore Glen 14km
002077 Nafarty Fen 7.4km
001215 Portrane Shore 15km
001828 Reaghstown Marsh 1.2km
000211 Slade of Saggart and Crooksling Glen 13.9km
001763 SluiceRiver Marsh 13.8km
001803 Stephenstown Pond 14.4km
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Table A3: Qualifying Interests in County Meath and the underpinning environmental conditions

Qualifying Interests Key environmental conditions supporting site integrity

Active raised bog Surface water supply. Low nutrient, acidic conditions to support
growth of Sphagnunspp. Restricted drainage at perimeter.

Alkaline fens High water table. Ground surface water supply. Caleiigim
conditions.

Alluvial forests withAlnus glutinosand Riparian/lacustrine habitat prone to flooding

Fraxinus excelsi¢Alno-Padion, Alnion
incanae, Salicion albje

Annual vegetation of drift lines Sandy substrate. Physical impact and nutrient supply from fliolal

Arctic Tern $terna paradisada Sea level. Natural/artificial nest site availability. Undisturbed breed
sites. Regularity of extreme weather events. Marine prey availabilit
(sand eel). Predation.

Atlantic SalmorSalmo salar Riverine habitat.Water quality (Q4). Riverbed breeding gravels.
Quality riparian vegetation. Unhindered migratory routes.

Atlantic salt meadowsGlauce Frequency of tidal submergence

Puccinellietalia maritimae

Bartailed Godwit Limosa lapponica Food availability (intertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coag

grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are

Blackheaded GullChroicocephalus Food availability (intertidefauna/pasture/sewage). Coastal water

ridibundug quality.

Blacktailed Godwit Limosa limosp Food availability (intertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coag
grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are

Common Gulll(arus canus Marine prey availability. Wetland foraging area. Undisturbed roost
availability.

Common Scoteelanitta nigrg Fish/crustacean/vegetation availability in shallow
inshore/freshwaters. Undisturbed, ideece marine/freshwater feeding
grounds.

Common TernSterna hirundp Sea level. Natural/artificial nest site availability. Undisturbed breed
sites. Regularity afxtreme weather events. Marine prey availability
(sand eel).

Coot Fulica atra Food availability (aquatic flora and fauna). Undisturbed freshwater
roosting sites close to feeding sites.

Curlew Numenius arquatp Food availabilityintertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coast
grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are

Degraded raised bogs still capable of Desiccation from drainage. Low moss cover.

natural regeneration

Depressions on peat substrates of the Peat cutting. Surface water supply.

Rhynchosporion

Dunlin Calidris alpina Food availability (intertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coag
grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding.are

Embryonic shifting dunes Dunebuilding grasseElytrigia junca andLeymus arenariusSupply of
windblown sand

Estuaries Supply of riverine freshwater. Unimpeded tidal flow. Shelter from
open coasts. Diverse invertebrate communities.

European dry heaths Freedraining nutrient poor acid soils. Grazing and burning.

Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous Low wind, weakly saline conditions in shelte®aimophila arenaria

vegetation (grey dunes) dunes. Grazing.

Golden PloverRluvialis apricarip Food availability (intertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coag
grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are

Goldeneye Bucephala clangu)a Food availability (intertidal flora and fauna/pasture/eat).

Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding sites.

Great Crested Greb@&0diceps cristatys Fish/crustacean/vegetation availability in shallow
inshore/freshwaters. Undisturbed, ideee marine/freshwater feeding

grounds.
Grey PloverRluvialis squatarola Food availability (intertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coag
grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are
Greylag GooseAfiser anser Food availability (intertidal aquatieegetation/ pasture/ crops).

Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding sites. Grazing.

Meath County Development Plan 22027 Natura Impact Report 5
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Qualifying Interests Key environmental conditions supporting site integrity

Hard oligemesotrophic waters with Calcium rich, shallow, low nutrient waters.

benthic vegetation of Chara spp.

Herring Gulll(arus argentatus Coastal wadr quality.

Humid dune slacks High water maintained by groundwater and impermeable soils.
Grazing. Salinity.

Kingfisher Alcedo atthi$ Marine/freshwater food availability. Undisturbed soft substrate
riparian nest sites. Regularity of extrerweather. Water quality.

Lapwing Vanellus vanellys Food availability (intertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coag

grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are

Lightbellied Brent GooseBfanta bernicla | Food availability (intertidal aquatic vegetation/ pastucebps).

hrota) Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding sites. Grazing.

Little Tern Sterna albifrony Sea level. Natural/artificial nest site availability. Undisturbed breed
sites. Regularity of extreme weather events. Marine prey availabilit
(sand eel).

Mallard Anas platyrhynchgs Sea level. Natural/artificial nest site availability. Undisturbeskbling

sites. Regularity of extreme weather events. Marine prey availabilit
(sand eel). Predation.

Marsh FritillaryEuphydryas aurinia Larval foodplanBuccisia pratensi§rassland sward structure. Water
supply for damp conditions.

Mediterranean salt meadows(@ncetalia Frequency of tidal submergence.

maritimi)

Merlin (Falco columbariys Moorland Prey availability. Undisturbed forested/moorland nest sitg
Regularity of extreme weather. Water quality.

Mudflats andsandflats not covered by Silt deposits in sheltered estuaries.

seawater at low tide

Otter Lutra lutra Prey availability. Water Quality. Riparian vegetation for breeding si
Unhindered passage along waterways.

Oystercatcherflaematopuostralegu$ Food availability (intertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coag
grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are

Perennial vegetation of stony banks Cobble substrate. Tidal levels. Sediment supply from windnanebs.

PetalwortPetalophyllum ralfsii Limerich sandy habitat. Overgrazing. Fluctuating water table for
damp conditions.

Petrifying springs with tufa formation Calciurarich, nutrientpoor groundwater/surface water supply.

(Cratoneurioi

Pintail Anas acuta Food availability (intertidal flora and fauna/pasture/cereal).
Undisturbed freshwater/coastal roosting sites close to feeding siteg

Pochard Aythya ferind Fish/crustacean/vegetation availability in shallow
inshore/freshwaters. Undturbed, icefree marine/freshwater feeding
grounds.

Purple SandpipeGalidris maritimg Food availability (intertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coag

grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are

Redbreasted MergansemMergus serratoy | Fish/crustacean prey availability in shallow inshore waters.
Undisturbed, iceéree marine/freshwater feeding grounds.

RedshankTringa totanu$ Food availability (intertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coag
grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are

Ringed PloveiGharadrius hiaticula Food availability (intertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regimeadstal
grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are

River Lampreyampetra fluviatilis Riverine habitat. Water quality. Riverbed breeding gravels and silt
nursery substrate. Unhindered migratory channels.

Roseate TernSterna dougallji Sea level. Natural/artificial nest site availability. Undisturbed breed

sites. Regularity of extreme weather events. Marine prey availabilit
(sand eel). Predation.

Salicornia and other annuals colonizing | Frequency of tidal submergence. Absence of erosion.
mud and sand

SanderlingCalidris alba Food availability (intertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coag
grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are

Seminatural drygrasslands and scrubland Dry, shallow, calciumich nutrientpoor soils. Light grazing.
facies on calcareous substratésétuco
Brometalig(*important orchid sites)
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Qualifying Interests

Key environmental conditions supporting site integrity

ShagPhalacrocorax aristotelis

Fish/crustacean/vegetation availability in shallow
inshore/freshwaters. Undisturbed, iekee marine/freshwater feeding
grounds and roosting sites.

ShelduckTadorna tadorn

Food availability (intertidal flora and fauna/pasture/cereal).
Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding sites.

Shifting dunes along the shoreline with
Ammophila arenaria (white dunes)

Supply of wineblown sand.

Shoveler Anas clypeath

Food availability (interidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coas
grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are

Snipe Gallinago gallinagp

Frequency of tidal submergence. Supply of mud sediment on seaw
edge of saltmarsh

Spartina swardsJpartinion maritimag

Food availability (intertidal flora and fauna/pasture/cereal).
Undisturbed freshwater/coastal roosting sites close to feeding siteg

Teal Anas crecca

Food availability (intertidal flora arfduna/pasture/cereal).
Undisturbed freshwater/coastal roosting sites close to feeding siteg

Tufted DuckAythya fuliguld

Fish/crustacean/vegetation availability in shallow
inshore/freshwaters. Undisturbed, ideee marine/freshwater feeding
grounds.

Turnstone Arenaria interprep

Food availability (intertidal fauna/pasture). Flooding regime of coag
grasslands. Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding are

Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and
Baltic coasts

Flattopography on coastal cliff bedrock. High pH influence of sand
and seabird guano.

Vertigo angustior

Stable wetland water table. Emergent vegetation. Groundwater
supply. Limeaich conditions.

Vertigo moulinsiana

Stable wetland water table. Emergent vegibdn. Groundwater
supply. Limeich conditions.

White clawed CrayfisAustropotamobius
pallipes

Well oxygenated lakes/rivers with high pH. Riparian/ lacustrine
substrate of cobbles/submerged vegetation.

Whooper SwanGygnus cygnis

Food availability (intertidal aquatic vegetation/ pasture/ crops).
Undisturbed coastal roosting sites close to feeding sites. Grazing.

Meath County Development Plan 202027

Natura Impact Report ##7



cawley

Table A4: Qualifying Interests and Threats to Key Conditions for European sites withinathe of influence of the Meath CDP. (Sites highlighted in green

are located within County Meath)

Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
SPECIAL AREASTBNSERVATION
Boyne Coast and [0001957] Atlantic salt meadows Frequency of tidal submergence| Grazing, Infilling & Reclamation, Invasive Species, Erosion &
Estuary (GlaucePuccinellietalia Accretion
maritimae)
Embryonic shifting dunes Dunebuilding grasseElytrigia Erosion, Walking horse riding and nomtorised vehicles,
juncea andLeymus arenarius Trampling overuse, Sea defence or coastal protection works
Supply of windblown sand
Estuaries Supply of riverinéreshwater. Aquaculture, Recreational fishing, Housing development, Sewg
Unimpeded tidal flow. Shelter outflow, Industrialisation, Autoroutes, Port/Marina, Water
from open coasts. Diverse pollution, Reclamation of land, DrainrggDredging, Invasion of
invertebrate communities. Species
Fixed coastal dunes with Low wind, weakly saline Erosion, Walking horse riding and nomtorised vehicles,
herbaceous vegetation (grey| conditions In shelter of GrazingUndergrazing, Invasion by a species, Trampling, Overy
dunes) Ammophila arenarialunes. Camping/Caravans, Agricultural Improvement/Restructuring
Grazing. agricultural land holdings, Stock Feeding, Motorised Vehicles,
Paths Tracks & Cycling Routes, Golf Courses, Fertilisation, Se
defences or caostal protection works,
Mediterranean salt meadows Frequency of tidal submergence| Grazing, Infilling & Reclamation, Invasive Species, Erosion
(Juncetalia maritimi)
Mudflats and sandflats not | Silt deposits irsheltered Aquaculture, Professional fishing, Bait Digging, Removal of Fa
covered by seawater at low | estuaries. Reclamation of Land, Coastal protection works, Invasion by a
tide species
Salicornia and other annuals| Frequency of tidal submergence| Invasive Species, Erosion & Accretion, Grazing
colonizing mud and sand
Shifting dunes along the Supply of wineblown sand. Erosion, Walking/ Horse riding and romotorised vehicles,
shoreline with Ammophila Trampling- overuse, Motorised Vehicles
arenaria (white dunes)
River Boyne and [0002299] Alkaline fens High water table. Ground Agriculture & Land Reclamation, abstraction, Drainage, Turf
Blackwater surface water supply. Calcium | Cutting, Afforestation
rich conditions.
Alluvial forests with Alnus Riparian/lacustrine habitat prone Grazing, Invasive Species, Drainage, Planting ehative
glutinosa and Fraxinus to flooding conifers, felling of native tree species
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
excelsior (AlnePadion, Alnion
incanae, Salicion albae)
Atlantic Salmorsalmo salar | Riverine habitat. Water quality | Cultivation (Pesticides, Fertilisation, Grazing), Pollution (Water
(Q45). Riverbed breeding Pollution), GrazinglTrampling/Overuse, Erosion, Afforestation,
gravels. Quality riparian Aquaculture, Fishing, Sand & Gravel Abstraction, Quarries, Pe
vegetation. Unhindered Extraction, Mining, Urbanisation, canalisation, barriers, invasive
migratory routes. species, introduction of diseases
River Lamprejampetra Riverine habitat. Water quality. | River Channel Maintenance.
fluviatilis Riverbed breeding gravels and g
nursery substrate. Unhindered
migratory channels.
Otter Lutra lutra Prey availability. Water Quality. | Water Pollution, Mortalities/lllegal Killings,
Riparian vegetation for breeding| Recreation/Disturbances, Hydroelectric Schemes,
sites. Unhindered passage alon| Aquaculture/fisheries, chemical spillages, American Mink
waterways.
Rye Water Valley / [0001398] Petrifyingsprings with tufa Calciurmarich, nutrient poor Agriculture & Land Reclamation, Drainage, Afforestation
Carton formation (Cratoneurion) groundwater/surface water
supply.
Vertigo angustior Stable wetland water table. Agriculture & Land ReclamatioRlabitat loss due to roads,
Emergent vegetation. motorways and urbanisation. Raising of water through reopeni
Groundwatersupply. Limeich of disused feeder canal.
conditions.
Vertigo moulinsiana Stable wetland water table. Climate Change, Flooding, Urbanisation (Habitat Encroachmer
Emergentvegetation. Pesticides, Fertilised, Grazing, Undergrazing, Afforestation, Stq
Groundwater supply. Limech Feeding, Burning, Peat Extraction, Communications Networks,
conditions. Paths & Traks, Walking/horse riding & nemotorised vehicles,
Water Pollution, Landfill, Drainage, Modifying structures of inlal
watercourses.
Mount Hevey Bog [0002342] Active raised bogs Surface water supply. Low PeatCutting, Drainage Burning, Afforestation, Invasive Species

nutrient, acidic conditions.
Sphagnunspp.

Degraded raised bogs still
capable of natural
regeneration

Dessication from drainage.

Restructuring agricultural land holding, General Forestry
Management, Burning, Mechanical RemovaPe#t, Drainage,
Invasion by Species

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

Peat cutting, Surface water
supply

Drainage, Burning, Mechanical removal of peat, Overgrazing b
sheep, Forestry Planting, Landfill land reclamation and drying ¢
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
climate change (Via habitat desiccation), Erosion, Invasion by
species
White Lough, Ben [0001810] Hardoligo-mesotrophic Calcium rich, shallow, low Eutrophication, Overgrazing, Fertilisation, Afforestation, Invasiy
Loughs and Lough Doq waters with benthic nutrient waters. Alien Species, Sport & Leisure Activities, Housing Developmen
vegetation of Chara spp.
White clawed Crayfish Well oxygenated lakes/rivers Loss of Water Quality, Discharges: sewage effluent, Industrial
Austropotamobius pallipes | with high pH. Riparian/ lacustring discharges, organic compounds in wategsd of Habitat Quality
substrate of cobbles/submerged| (cattle watering, trampling, infrastructural development,
vegetation. alteration of stream morphology by canalisation and dredging,
eutrophication of rivers), Angling Leisure and introduction of
species.
Lough Bane and Lougl [0002120] Hard oligemesotrophic Calcium rich, shallow, low Eutrophication, Overgrazing, Fertilisation, Afforestation, Invasiy
Glass waters with benthic nutrient waters. Alien Species, Sport & Leisure Activities, Housing Developmen
vegetation of Chara spp. Abstraction.
Killyconny Bog [0000006] Active raised bog Surfacewater supply. Low Peat Cutting, Drainage Burning, Afforestation, Invasive Specie
(Cloughbally) nutrient acidic conditions.
Sphagnunspp.
Degraded raised bogs still Restructuring agricultural land holding, General Forestry
capable ohatural Dessication from drainage. Low | Management, Burning, Mechanical Removal of Peat, Drainage
regeneration MOSS cover. Invasion by Species
Monybeg and [0002340] Active raised bogs Surface water supply. Low Peat Cutting, Drainage Burning, Afforestation, Invasive Specie
Clareisland Bogs nutrient, acidic conditions.
Sphagnunspp.
Degraded raised bogs still Dessication from drainage. Restructuring agricultural land holding, General Forestry
capable of natural Management, Burning, Mechanical Removal of Peat, Drainage|
regeneration Invasion by Species
Depressions on peat Peat cutting Surface water Drainage, Burning, Mechanical removal of peat, Overgrazing b
substrates of the supply sheep, Forestry Planting, Landfill land reclamation and drying @
Rhynchosporion climate change (Via habitat desiccation), Erosion, Invasion by
species
Ardagullion Bog [0002341] Active raised bogs Surface water supply. Low Peat Cutting, Drainage Burning, Afforestation, Invasive Specie

nutrient, acidic conditions.
Sphagnunspp.

Degraded raised bogs still
capable of natural
regeneration

Dessication from drainage.

Restructuring agricultural land holding, General Forestry
Management, Burning, Mechanical Removal of Peat, Drainage
Invasion by Species
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
Depressions on peat Peat cutting, Surface water Drainage, Burning, Mechanical removal of peat, Overgrazing b
substrates of the supply sheep, Forestry Planting, Landfill land reclamation and drying ¢
Rhynchosporion climate change (Via habitat desiccation), Erosion, Invasion by
species
Garriskil Bog [0000679] Active raised bogs Surface water supply. Low Peat Cutting, Drainage Burning, Afforestation, Invasive Specie
nutrient, acidic conditions.
Sphagnunspp.
Degraded raised bogs still Dessication from drainage. Restructuringagricultural land holding, General Forestry
capable of natural Management, Burning, Mechanical Removal of Peat, Drainage|
regeneration Invasion by Species
Depressions on peat Peat cutting, Surface water Drainage, Burning, Mechaniaaimoval of peat, Overgrazing by
substrates of the supply sheep, Forestry Planting, Landfill land reclamation and drying @
Rhynchosporion climate change (Via habitat desiccation), Erosion, Invasion by
species
Lough Lene [0002121] Hard oligemesotrophic Calcium rich, shallow, low Eutrophication, Overgrazing, Fertilisation, Afforestation, Invasiy
waters with benthic nutrient waters. Alien Species, Sport & Leisure Activities, Housing Developmen
vegetation of Charapp.
White clawed Crayfish Well oxygenated lakes/rivers Loss of Water Quality, Discharges: sewage effluent, Industrial
Austropotamobius pallipes | with high pH. Riparian/ lacustring discharges, organic compounds in water), Loss of HaQitatity
substrate of cobbles/submerged| (cattle watering, trampling, infrastructural development,
vegetation. alteration of stream morphology by canalisation and dredging,
eutrophication of rivers), Angling Leisure and introduction of
species.
Lough Ennell [0000685] Alkaline fens High watertable. Ground/surface| Agriculture & Land Reclamation, Drainage, Turf Cutting,
water supply. Calciurrich, Afforestation
nutrient-rich conditions.
Raheenmore Bog [0000582] Active raised bogs Surface water supply. Low Peat Cutting, Drainage Burning, Afforestation, Invasive Specie

nutrient, acidic conditions.
Sphagnunspp.

Degraded raised bogs still
capable of natural
regeneration

Dessication from drainage.

Restructuringagricultural land holding, General Forestry
Management, Burning, Mechanical Removal of Peat, Drainage|
Invasion by Species

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

Peat cutting, Surface water
supply

Drainage, Burning, Mechaniaaimoval of peat, Overgrazing by
sheep, Forestry Planting, Landfill land reclamation and drying ¢
climate change (Via habitat desiccation), Erosion, Invasion by
species
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
The Long Derries, [0000925] Seminatural dry grasslands | Dry, shallow, calcium rich Encroachment by Pteridium aquilinum and woody shrub specig
Edenderry and scrubland faek on nutrient poor soils. Light grazing] undergrazing, Fertiliser, Agricultural Improvementiltivation,
calcareous substrates Abandonment of pastoral systems, sand and gravel extraction
(Festuco
Brometalia)(*important
orchid sites)
Ballynafagh Bog [0000391] Active raised bogs Surface water supply. Low Peat Cutting, Drainage Burning, Afforestation, Invasive Specie
nutrient, acidic conditions.
Sphagnunspp.
Degraded raised bogs still Dessication from drainage. Restructuring agricultural land holding, General Forestry
capable of natural Management, Burning, Mechanical Removal of Peat, Drainage
regeneration Invasion by Species
Depressions on peat Peat cutting, Surface water Drainage, Burning, Mechanical removal of peat, Overgrazing b
substrates of the supply sheep, Forestry Planting, Landfill land reclamation and drying @
Rhynchosporion climate change (Via habitat desiccation), Erosion, Innasjo
species
Ballynafagh Lake [0001387] Alkaline fens High water table. Ground/surfacq{ Agriculture & Land Reclamation, Drainage, Turf Cutting,
water supply. Calciurrich, Afforestation
nutrient-rich conditions.
Marsh FritillaryEuphydryas | Larval foodplant Succisia Changes in agricultural regimes, habitat loss roads, motorwaysg
aurinia pratensis. Grassland sward Urbanised areas
structure. Water supply for damg
conditions.
58aY2dzZ AyQa 2| Stablewetland water table. Climate Change, Flooding, Urbanisation (Habitat Encroachmer
Vertigo moulinsiana Emergent vegetation. Pesticides, Fertilised, Undergrazing, Afforestation, Stock Feedi
Groundwater supply. Limech Burning, Peat Extraction, Commurtioas Networks, Paths &
conditions. Tracks, Walking/horse riding & nanotorised vehicles, Water
Pollution, Landfill, Drainage, Modifying structures of inland
watercourse.
Raising water levels through reopening of disused feeder cana
North Dublin Bay [0000206] Annual vegetation of drift Sandy substrate. Physical impad Grazing, Sand & Gravel extractidRemoval of Beach materials,

lines

and nutrient supply from tidal
flow.

Walking horse ridingnon motorised vehicles, outdoor sports &
motorised vehicles, othdeisure & tourism impacts, Trampling
overuse, sea defences & coastal protection works
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity

Atlantic salt meadows Frequency of tidal submergence| Grazing, Infilling & Reclamation, Invasive Species, Erosion &

(GlaucePuccinellietalia Accretion

maritimae)

Embryonic shifting dunes Dunebuilding grasseElytrigia Erosion, Walking horse riding and nomotorised vehicles,
juncea andLeymus arenarius Trampling overuse, Sea defence or coastal protection works
Supply of windblown sand

Fixedcoastal dunes with Low wind, weakly saline Erosion, Walking horse riding and nowtorised vehicles,

herbaceous vegetation (grey| conditions In shelter of Grazing, Undergrazing, Invasion by a species, Tramplingjs@ye

dunes) Ammophila arenarialunes. Camping/Caravans, Agricultural Improvement/Restructuring
Grazing. agricultural land holdings, Stock Feeding, Motorised Vehicles,
Paths Tracks & Cycling Routes, Golf Courses, Fertilisation, Se
defences or coastal protection works,

Humid dune slacks High water maintained by Agricultural Improvement, Fertilisation, Grazing, Restructuring
groundwater and impermeable | agricultural land holding, Forestry, Stock Feeding, Golf Course
soils. Grazing. Salinity. Walking, horse riding and nemotorised vehiclesmotorised

vehicles, trampling/overuse, drainage, other human changes in
hydraulic conditions, drying out, invasion by a species

Mediterranean salt meadows Frequency of tidal submergence| Grazing, Infilling & Reclamation, InvasBgecies, Erosion

(Juncetalia maritimi)

Mudflats and sandflats not | Silt deposits in sheltered Aquaculture, Professional fishing, Bait Digging, Removal of Fa

covered by seawater at low | estuaries. Reclamation of Land, Coastal protection works, Invasion by a

tide species

Salicornia and other annuals| Frequency of tidal submergence| Invasive Species, Erosion & Accretion, Grazing

colonizing mud and sand

Shifting dunes along the Supply of wineblown sand. Erosion, Walking/ Horse riding and norotorised vehicles,

shoreline with Ammophila Trampling- overuse, Motorised Vehicles

arenaria (white dunes)

PetalwortPetalophyllum Limerich sandy habitat. Grazing Imbalance, Physical Disturbance, Pollution, Desiccatig

ralfsii Overgrazing. Water supply for | trampling from stock and recreation, changes in land use.
damp conditions.

Baldoyle Bay [0000199] Atlantic salt meadows Frequency of tidal submergence| Grazing, Infilling Reclamation, Invasive Species, Erosion

(GlaucePuccinellietalia
maritimae)

Mediterranean salt meadows
(Juncetalia maritimi)

Frequency of tidal submergence

Aquaculture, Professional fishing, Bait Digging, Removal of Fa
Reclamation of Land, Coastal protection works, Invasion by a
species
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
Mudflats and sandflats not | Diverse invertebrate Invasive Species, Erosion & Accretion, Grazing
covered by seawater at low | communities. Silt deposits in
tide sheltered estuaries.
Salicornia and other annuals| Frequency of tidal submergence| Grazing, Infilling & Reclamation, Invasive Species, Erosion
colonizing mud and sand
Malahide Estuary [0000205] Atlantic salt meadows Frequency of tidal submergence| Grazing, Infilling & Reclamatidmyasive Species, Erosion &
(GlaucePuccinellietalia Accretion
maritimae)
Fixed coastal dunes with Low wind, weakly saline Erosion, Walking horse riding and nowtorised vehicles,
herbaceous vegetation (grey| conditions In shelter of Grazing, Unergrazing, Invasion by a species, Trampling, Overu
dunes) Ammophila arenarialunes. Camping/Caravans, Agricultural Improvement/Restructuring
Grazing. agricultural land holdings, Stock Feeding, Motorised Vehicles,
Paths Tracks & Cycling Routes, Golf Courses, Fertilisation, Se
defences or coastarotection works,
Mediterranean salt meadows Frequency of tidal submergence| Grazing, Infilling & Reclamation, Invasive Species, Erosion
(Juncetalia maritimi)
Mudflats and sandflats not | Silt deposits irsheltered Aquaculture, Professional fishing, Bait Digging, Removal of Fal
covered by seawater at low | estuaries. Reclamation of Land, Coastal protection works, Invasion by a
tide species
Salicornia and other annuals| Frequency of tidal submergence| Invasive Species, Erosion & Accretion, Grazing
colonizing mud and sand
Shifting dunes along the Supply of wineblown sand. Erosion, Walking/ Horse riding and norotorised vehicles,
shoreline with Ammophila Trampling- overuse, Motorised Vehicles
arenaria (white dunes)
Spatina swards (Spartinion | Frequency of tidal submergence| Erosion (NosNative Habitat)
maritimae) Supply of mud sediment on
seaward edge of saltmarsh.
Rogerstown Estuary | [0000208] Atlantic salt meadows Frequency of tidal submergence| Grazing, Infilling & Reclamation, Invasive Species, Erosion &

(GlaucePuccinellietalia
maritimae)

Accretion

Estuaries

Supply of riverine freshwater.
Unimpeded tidal flow. Shelter
from open coasts. Diverse
invertebrate communities.

Aquaculture Recreational fishing, Housing development, Sewa
outflow, Industrialisation, Autoroutes, Port/Marina, Water
pollution, Reclamation of land, Drainage, Dredging, Invasion of]
Species

Fixed coastal dunes with
herbaceous vegetation (grey

dunes)

Lowwind, weakly saline
conditions In shelter of

Erosion, Walking horse riding and nowtorised vehicles,
Grazing, Undergrazing, Invasion by a species, Trampling, Ove
Camping/Caravans, Agricultural Improvement/Restruioiyl
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
Ammophila arenariaunes. agricultural land holdings, Stock Feeding, Motorised Vehicles,
Grazing. Paths Tracks & Cycling Routes, Golf Courses, Fertilisation, Se

defences or coastal protection works,
Mediterranean salt meadows Frequency of tidadubmergence | Grazing, Infilling & Reclamation, Invasive Species, Erosion
(Juncetalia maritimi)
Mudflats and sandflats not | Silt deposits in sheltered Aquaculture, Professional fishing, Bait Digging, Removal of Fa
covered by seawater at low | estuaries. Reclamation of Land, Coastal protection works, Invasion by a
tide species
Salicornia and other annuals| Frequency of tidal submergence| Invasive Species, Erosion & Accretion, Grazing
colonizing mud and sand
Shifting dunes along the Supply of wineblown sand. Erosion, Walking/ Horse riding and nomotorised vehicles,
shoreline with Ammophila Trampling- overuse, Motorised Vehicles
arenaria (white dunes)

Clogher Head [0001459] European dry heaths Agricultural Improvements, Removal of Scrub, Cultivation,
Freedraining nutrient poor acid | Fertilisation, Over Grazing by sheep, Burning, Invasion by Spe
soils. Grazing anourning. Vandalism,

Vegetated sea cliffs of the Fertilisation, Grazing, Overgrazing, Restructuring agricultural Ig

Atlantic and Baltic coasts Flat topography on coastal cliff | holding, Burning, Disposal of household waste, Golf Course,
bedrock.High pH influence of Trampling overuse, Sea defences/ coastal protection works,
sands and seabird guano Erosion

Dundalk Bay [0000455] Atlantic salt meadows Frequency of tidal submergence| Grazing, Infilling & Reclamation, Invasive Species, Erosion &

(GlaucePuccinellietalia
maritimae)

Accretion

Estuaries

Supply of riverine freshwater.
Unimpeded tidal flow. Shelter
from open coasts.

Aquaculture, Recreational fishing, Housing development, Sewg
outflow, Industrialisation, Autoroutes, Port/Marina, Water
pollution, Reclamation of land, Drainage, Dredgingation of
Species

Mediterranean salt meadows
(Juncetalia maritimi)

Frequency of tidal submergence

Grazing, Infilling & Reclamation, Invasive Species, Erosion

Mudflats and sandflats not
covered by seawater at low
tide

Silt deposits irsheltered
estuaries.

Aquaculture, Professional fishing, Bait Digging, Removal of Fa
Reclamation of Land, Coastal protection works, Invasion by a
species

Perennial vegetation of stony
banks

Cobble substrate. Tidal levels.
Sediment supply frorwind and
waves.

Sand & Gravel extractiorRemoval of Beech Materials,
Infrastructure development

Salicornia and other annuals

colonizing mud and sand

Frequency of tidal submergence

Invasive Species, Erosion & Accretion, Grazing
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
. Reefs and Harbour Porpoise| Marine currents, food supply for | Underwater noise and vibration, aquaculture, dredging and
Rockabill to Dalkey ; )
isknd [003000] Phocoena phocoena Porpoises. dumping at sea.
SPECIAL PROTECTION AREAS
Boyne Estuary [004080] ShelduckTadornatadorna) Food availability (intertidal flora | Infilling of Intertidal mudflats, Pollution from Drogheda town, ha
and fauna/pasture/cereal). coastal developments. Disturbance from recreational activities
Undisturbed coastal roosting coast and offshore.
sites close to feeding sites.
Oystercatcherflaematopus | Food availability (intertidal
ostralegu$ fauna/pasture). Flooding réme
Golden PloverRluvialis of coastal grasslands.
apricaria) Undisturbed coastal roosting
Grey PloverRluvialis sites close to feeding areas.
squatarolg
Lapwing Vanellus vanellys
Knot (Calidris canutys
SanderlingCalidris alba
Blacktailed Godwit Limosa
limosg
RedshankTringa totanu$
Turnstone Arenaria
interpre9
Little Tern Sterna albifrons | Sea level. Natural/artificial nest
site availability. Undisturbed
breeding sites. Regularity of
extreme weather events. Marine
prey availability (sand eel).
Predation
Wetlands & Waterbirds -
River Nanny Estuary | [004158] Oystercatcherflaematopus | Food availability (intertidal Infilling of Intertidal mudflats, Pollution from upstream
and Shore ostralegu$ fauna/pasture). Flooding regime| urbanisation, hard coastal developments. Disturbafroen
Ringed PloverGharadrius of coastal grasslands. recreational activities at coast and offshore.
hiaticula) Undisturbed coastal roosting
Knot Calidris canutus sites close to feeding areas.
SanderlingCalidris alba
Wetlands & Waterbirds -
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
Lough Sheelin [004065] Great Crested Grebe Fish/crustacean/vegetation Eutrophic conditions, phosphorus inputs to the feeder streams
(Podicepgristatug availability in shallow entering the lake. Disturbance from recreational ami¢tfowling
Pochard Aythya fering inshore/freshwaters. activities.
Tufted DuckAythya fuligula | Undisturbed, icefree
Goldeneye Bucephala marine/freshwater feeding
clangulg grounds.
Wetlands & Waterbirds -
River Boyne and [004232] Kingfisher Alcedo atthi$ Marine/freshwater food Disturbance from riverside recreation, loss of nest sites due to
Blackwater availability. Undisturbed soft bankside interference. Loss of riparian scrub and woodland.
substrate riparian nest sites.
Regularity of extreme weather.
Water quality.
Stabannan [004091] Greylag GooséApser anser | Food availability (intertidal Infilling of habitats, Pollution from upstream urbanisation, hard
Braganstown aquatic vegetation/ pasture/ coastal developments. Disturbance from recreationaivéttes.
crops). Undisturbed coastal
roosting sites close to feeding
sites. Grazing.
North Bull Island [004006] Lightbellied Brent Goose Food availability (intertidal Infilling of Intertidal mudflats, Pollution from upstream

(Branta bernicla hrota

aquatic vegetation/ pasture/
crops). Undisturbed coastal
roosting sites close to feeding
sites. Grazing.

ShelduckTadorna tadorn

Food availability (intertidal flora
and fauna/pasture/cereal).
Undisturbed coastal roosting
sites close to feeding sites.

Teal Anas crecch

Food availabilityintertidal flora
and fauna/pasture/cereal).
Undisturbed freshwater/coastal
roosting sites close to feeding
sites.

Pintail Anas acuta

Shoveler fAnas clypeatp

Food availability (intertidal flora
and fauna/pasture/cereal).
Undisturbed freshwater/coastal
roosting sites clos® feeding
sites.

urbanisation, hard coastal developments. Disturbance from
recreational activities at coast and offshore.
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity

Oystercatcherflaematopus | Food availability (intertidal

ostralegu$ fauna/pasture). Flooding regime

Grey PloverRluvialis of coastal grasslands.

squatarolg Undisturbed coastal roosting

Knot Calidris canutys sites close to feeding areas.

SanderlingCalidris alby

Blacktailed Godwit Limosa

limosg

Bartailed Godwit Limosa

lapponicg

Curlew Numenius arquatp

RedshankTringa totanu$

Turnstone Arenaria

interpreg

Golden PloverRluvialis

apricarig

Blackheaded Gull

(Chroicocephalus ridibundus

Dunlin Calidris alpina
Food availability (intertidal
fauna/pasture). Flooding regime
of coastal grasslands.
Undisturbed coastal roosting
sites close to feeding areas.

Wetlands & Waterbirds -

(South Dublin Bay) [004024] Lightbellied Brent Goose Food availability (intertidal Infilling of Intertidal mudflats, Pollution from upstream

Sandymount Strand /
River Tolka Estuary

(Branta bernicla hrotpa

aguatic vegetation/ pasture/
crops). Undisturbed coastal
roosting sites close to feeding
sites. Grazing.

Oystercatcherflaematopus
ostralegu$

Ringed PloverGharadrius
hiaticula)

Golden PloverRluvialis
apricarig)

Food availability (intertidal
fauna/pasture). Flooding regime
of coastal grasslands.
Undisturbed coastal roosting
sites close to feeding areas.

urbanisation, hard coastal developments. Disturbance from
recreational activities at coast and offshore.
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
Knot Calidris canutus
SanderlingCalidris alby
Bartailed Godwit Limosa
lapponicg
RedshankTringa totanu}
Roseate TernSterna Sea level. Natural/artificial nest
dougalli) site availability. Undisturbed
Common Terngterna breeding sitesRegularity of
hirundg extreme weather events. Marine
Arctic Tern $terna prey availability (sand eel).
paradisaed Predation
Baldoyle Bay [004016] Lightbellied Brent Goose Food availability (intertidal Infilling of Intertidal mudflats, Pollution from upstream
(Branta bernicla hrota aquatic vegetation/ pasture/ urbanisation, hard coastal developments. Disturbance from
crops). Undisturbed coastal recreational activities at coast and offshore.
roosting sites close to feeding
sites. Grazing.
ShelduckTadorna tadorng | Food availability (intertidal flora
and fauna/pasture/cereal).
Undisturbed coastal roosting
sites close to feeding sites.
Ringed PloverGharadrius
hiaticula)
Grey PloverRluvialis Food availability (intertidal
squatarolg fauna/pasture). Flooding regime
Bartailed Godwit Limosa of coastal grasslands.
lapponicg Undisturbed coastal roosting
Golden PloverRluvialis sites close to feeding areas.
apricarig)
Wetlands & Waterbirds -
Rogerstown Estuary | [004015] Greylag GooséAfiser anser | Food availability (intertidal Infilling of Intertidal mudflats, Pollution from upstream

Lightbellied Brent Goose
(Branta bernicla hrota

aquatic vegetation/ pasture/
crops). Undisturbed coastal
roosting sites close to feeding
sites. Grazing.

ShelduckTadorna tadorng

Shoveler Anas clypeath

Food availability (intertidal flora
and fauna/pasture/cereal).

urbanisation, hard coastal developments. Disturbance from
recreational activities at coast and offshore.
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
Undisturbed freshwater/coastal
roosting sites close tteeding
sites.
Oystercatcherflaematopus | Food availability (intertidal
ostralegu$ fauna/pasture). Flooding regime
Ringed PloverGharadrius of coastal grasslands.
hiaticula) Undisturbed coastal roosting
Grey PloverRluvialis sites close to feeding areas.
squatarolg
Knot Calidriscanutug
Blacktailed Godwit Limosa
limosg
RedshankTringa totanu$
Skerries Islands [004122] ShagPhalacrocorax Fish/crustacean/vegetation Invasive predatory species (Rats, birds, foxes). Offshore polluti
aristotelig availability in shallow (chemical spillages).
inshore/freshwaters.
Undisturbed, icefree
marine/freshwater feeding
grounds and roosting sites.
LightbelliedBrent Goose Food availability (intertidal
(Branta bernicla hrotpa aguatic vegetation/ pasture/
crops). Undisturbed coastal
roosting sites close to feeding
sites. Grazing.
Purple SandpipeGalidris Food availability (intertidal
maritima) fauna/pasture). Flooding regime
Turnstone Arenaria of coastal grasslands.
interpreg Undisturbed coastal roosting
sites close to feeding areas.
(Malahide [004025] Great Crested Grebe Fish/crustacean prey availability| Infilling of Intertidal mudflats, Paltion from upstream
Estuary)Broadmeadow (Podiceps cristatys in shallow inshore waters. urbanisation (Broadmeadow River & Sewage Plants at Swords

/ Swords Estuary

Undisturbed, iceree
marine/freshwater feeding
grounds.

Lightbellied Brent Goose
(Branta bernicla hrotpa

Food availability (intertidal
aguatic vegetation/ pasture/
crops). Undisturbed coastal

Malahide), hard coastal developments. Disturbance from
recreational activities at coast and offshore.
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Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
roosting sites close to feeding
sites. Grazing.

ShelduckTadorna tadorn Food availability (intertidal
invertebrates and vegetation).
Undisturbed coastaloosting
sites close to feeding sites.

Pintail Anas acuta Food availability (intertidal flora

GoldeneyeBucephala and fauna/pasture/cereal).

clangulg Undisturbed coastal roosting
sites close to feeding sites.

RedbreastedMerganser Fish/crustacean prey availability

(Mergus serratoy in shallow inshore waters.
Undisturbed, iceree
marine/freshwater feeding
grounds.

Oystercatcherflaematopus | Food availability (intertidal

ostralegu$ fauna/pasture). Flooding regime

Golden PloverRluvialis of coastal grasslands.

apricarig Undisturbed coastal roosting

Grey PloverRluvialis sites close to feeding areas.

squatarolg

Knot Calidriscanutug

Blacktailed Godwit Limosa

limosg

Bartailed Godwit Limosa

lapponicg

RedshankTringa totanu$

Wetlands & Waterbirds B

Dundalk Bay [004026] Great Crested Grebe Fish/crustacean/vegetation Infilling of Intertidal mudflats, Pollution (poirgource and diffuse

(Podiceps cristatys

availability in shallow
inshore/freshwaters.
Undisturbed, iceree
marine/freshwater feeding
grounds.

Greylag GooseAfiser anser

agricultural and domestic), hard coastal developments.
Disturbance from recreational activities at coast and offshore.
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Site name

Site Code

Qualifying Interests

Key environmental
conditions supporting site
integrity

Threats to Key Conditions

Lightbellied Brent Goose
(Branta bernicla hrota

Food availability (intertidal
aquatic vegetation/ pasture/
crops). Undisturbed coastal
roosting sites close to feeding
sites. Grazing.

ShelduckTadorna tadorn

Teal Anas crecca

Food availabilityintertidal flora
and fauna/pasture/cereal).
Undisturbed coastal roosting
sites close to feeding sites.

Mallard @nas platyrhynchgs

Food availability (intertidal flora
and fauna/pasture/cereal).
Undisturbed roosting siteslose
to feeding sites.

Pintail @nas acuty

Food availability (intertidal flora
and fauna/pasture/cereal).
Undisturbed coastal roosting
sites close to feeding sites.

Common Scoteelanitta
nigra)

Redbreasted Merganser
(Mergus serratoy

Fish/crustacean/vegetation
availability in shallow
inshore/freshwaters.
Undisturbed, iceree
marine/freshwater feeding
grounds.

Oystercatcherflaematopus
ostralegu$

Ringed PloverGharadrius
hiaticula)

Golden PloverRluvialis
apricarig

Grey PloverRluvialis
squatarolg

Lapwing Vanellus vanellys

Knot (Calidris canutys

Dunlin Calidris alpina

Blacktailed Godwit Limosa
limosg

Food availability (intertidal
fauna/pasture). Flooding regime
of coastal grasslands.
Undisturbed coastal roosting
sites close to feeding areas.

Meath County Development Plan 22027

Natura Impact Report $2



cawley

Site name Site Code Qualifying Interests Key environmental Threats to Key Conditions
conditions supporting site
integrity
Bartailed Godwit Limosa
lapponicg
Curlew Numenius arquatp
RedshankTringa totanu}
.t 01 nKSI RSR | Food availability (intertidal
(Chroicocephalus ridibundus| fauna/pasture/sewage).Coastal
water quality.
Common Gulll(arus canus Marine prey availability. Wetland
foraging area. Undisturbed roost
site availability.
Herring Gullliarus
argentatug Coastal water quality.
Wetlands & Waterbirds -
Lough Kinale and [004061] Pochard Aythya fering Fish/crustacean/vegetation Eutrophication. Siltation of shallow waters. Pollution (pesource
Derragh Lough Tufted DuckAythya fuliguly | availability in shallow and diffuse-agricultural and domestic), hard coastal
inshore/freshwaters. dewelopments. Disturbance from recreational activities at coast
Undisturbed, icefree and offshore.
marine/freshwater feeding
grounds.
Garriskill Bog [004102] Merlin (Falco columbariys Moorland Prey availability. Drainage, modification of inland rivers,
Undisturbed forested/moorland | afforestation/deforestation, Restructuring agricultural land
nest sites. Regularity @fxtreme | holding. Burning.
weather. Water quality.
Snipe Gallinago gallinagp Food availability (interidal
Curlew Numenius arquath | fauna/pasture). Flooding regime
RedshankTringa totanu$ of coastal grasslands.
Undisturbed coastal roosting
sites close to feeding areas.
Lough Derraghvarragh| [004043] Whooper SwanGygnus Food availability (intertidal Infilling of Intertidal mudflats, Pollution (poirgource and diffuse
cygnus aquatic vegetation/ pasture/ agricultural and domestic), Distosince from recreational and
crops). Undisturbed coastal wildfowling activities.
roosting sites close to feeding
sites. Grazing.
Pochard Aythya ferind Fish/crustacean prey availability

Tufted DuckAythya fuliguld

in shallow inshore waters.

Undisturbed, iceree
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Site name

Site Code

Qualifying Interests

Key environmental
conditions supporting site
integrity

Threats to Key Conditions

marine/freshwater feeding
grounds.

Coot EFulica atra

Food availability (aquatic flora
and fauna). Undisturbed
freshwater roosting sites close td
feeding sites.

Lough Ennell

[004044]

Pochard Aythya ferina

Tufted DuckAythya fuliguld

Coot EFulica atra

Fish/crustacean/vegetation
availability in shallow
inshore/freshwaters.
Undisturbed, icefree
marine/freshwater feeding
grounds.

Pollution (pointsource and diffuseagricultural and domestic),

Increases in recreational activity.

Rockabill

[004014]

Roseate TernSterna
dougalli)

Common TernSterna
hirundg

Arctic Tern §terna
paradisaed

Sea level. Natural/artificial nest
site availability. Undisturbed
breeding sites. Regularity of
extreme weather events. Marine
prey availability (sandel).

Predation

Invasive predatory species (Rats, birds, foxes). Offshore polluti

(chemical spillages).
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Appendix BAA Screenind\nalysis

Table B1: Likely Significant Effects of implementing the Meath County Development PRG20P6 (in absence of mitigation).
(Sites highlighted in green are those located within County Meath).

Site

Potential Impacts arising from the Draft Plan

Is there a likely

Other plans to be considered in

Is there a rsk of

habitat extents.

risk of a Combination? Significant
Significant Impact in
Effect? combination?
SPECIAL AREAS OF CONSERVATION (SACs)
Boyne Coast Coastal developments can threaten local water quality especially during YES Louth County Development Plan| YES
and Estuary construction. Coastal works can affect embryonic dunes which are sen River Basin Management Plan.
to changes in coastal geomorphology. Any changes in the Boyne catch FEMFRAMS.
leading to changes in water qualitgwld affect condition of the habitats.
River Boyne Water abstraction for potable water supply within catchment of alkaline| YES Westmeath, Cavan, Louth, YES
and Blackwater | fens. Direct and indirect impacts on alluvial forests, disturbance of otter County Development Plans and
holts from riverside development including active and passive recreatio Local Area Plans, River Basin
Bridges, aquaculture and other dgdepments have potential to affect Management Plan, FEMFRAMS
Salmon migration and spawning success.
Rye Water Water abstraction for potable wer supply within catchment of springs. | YES Kildare County Development YES
Valley / Carton | Species affected by changes to catchment including water quality and Plan, Maynooth and Leixlip Loca
changes to flood regime. Area Plans, River Basin
Management Plan.
Mount Hevey | Water abstraction, peat cutting, afforestation and drainage within the | YES Westmeath County Developmen YES
Bog catchment of the bog could affect the local groundwater levels. Plan. River Basin Management
Plan.
White Lough, Developments causing ruwff of silt and nutrients or toxic spillages. YES Westmeath County Developmen| YES
Ben Loughs and Invasive species introduction by unregulated water activities. Changes Plan. River Basin Management
Lough Doo natural water levels by abstraction or changes to outflows can affect Plan.

3This list is not considered to be exhaustive.
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Site Potential Impacts arising from the Draft Plan Is there a likely | Other plans to be considered in | Is there a rgk of
risk of a Combination? Significant
Significant Impact in
Effect? combination?
Lough Bane anq Developments causing ruoff of silt and nutrients or toxic spillages. YES Westmeath County Developmen YES
Lough Glass Invasive species introduction by unregulated water activities. Ctaimge Plan. River Basin Management
natural water levels by abstraction or changes to outflows can affect Plan.
habitat extents.
Killyconny Bog | Water abstraction, peat cutting, afforestation addainage within the YES Westmeath, Cavan County YES
(Cloughbally) | catchment of the bog could affect the local groundwater levels. Development Plan. River Basin
Management Plan.
Monybeg and | Water abstraction, peat cutting, afforestation and drainagéhwai the YES Cavan County and Local Plans. | YES
Clareisland catchment of the bog could affect the local groundwater levels. River Basin Management Plan.
Bogs
Ardagullion Bog| Too distant for any groundwater impacts to be likely as a result of the B No Longford County and Local Plan| No
Garriskil Bog Too distant for any groundwater impacts to be likely as a result of the B No Westmeath County and Local No
Plans.
Lough Lene Possible effects from development at County boundary including invasi YES Westmeath County Developmen| YES
species introduction and eutrophication. Plan.
Lough Ennell Too distant for any ground or surface water impacts to be likely as a re§ No - No
of the Plan.
Raheenmore Too distant for any groundwater impacts to be likely as a result of the P No - No
Bog
The Long Too distant for any impacts to be likely as a result of the Plan. No - No
Derries,
Edenderry
Ballynafagh Too distant for any groundwater impacts to be likely as a result of the B No - No
Bog
Ballynafagh Too distant for any ground/surface water impacts to be likely as a resul] No - No
Lake the Plan.
North Dublin Possible impacts of inadequate capacity of Ringsend Wastewater No - No
Bay Treatment Plant on local water quality and condition of habitats. Howe\
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Site Potential Impacts arising from the Draft Plan Is there a likely | Other plans to be considered in | Is there a rgk of
risk of a Combination? Significant
Significant Impact in
Effect? combination?
the contribution of the eastern settlements in Meath to the overall loadiy
of the Treatment Plant is not deemed to bignificant.

Baldoyle Bay Impacts due to increased levels of recreational activities from nearby | YES Fingal and other regional plans | YES
growth towns. and strategies.

Malahide Impacts due to increased levels of recreational activities from nearby | YES Fingal and other regional plans | YES

Estuary growth towns. and strategies.

Rogerstown Impacts due to increased levels of recreational activities from nearby | YES Fingal and other regional plans | YES

Estuary growth towns. and strategies.

Clogher Head | Impacts due to increased levels of recreational activities from nearby | YES - YES
growth towns.

Dundalk Bay Considered too distant for any impacts to be likely as a result of the Plg No - No

Rockabill to Considered too distant for any impacts to be likely as a result of the Plg No - No

Dalkey Island

SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA

Boyne Estuary | Impacts due to increased levels of recreational activities from nearby | YES Louth County Development Plan YES
growth towns. Developments in Boyne catchmésading to cumulative Drogheda & Environs Town Plar
changes in water quality. River Basin Management Plan.

FEMFRAMS.

River Nanny Impacts due to increased levels of recreational activities froarime YES Fingal County Development Play YES

Estuary and growth towns. Developments in River Nanny catchment leading to River Basin Management Plan.

Shore cumulative changes in water quality.

Lough Sheelin | Impacts due to increased levels of recreational activities (aggli YES Cavan, Longford Development | YES
water/shore based activities) from nearby growth towns. Developments Plans, Granard Local Area Plan,
catchment giving rise to increased levels of sediment and nutrients in River Basin Management Plan.
runoff.

River Boyne Kingfisher nesting sites may be affected by increased levels of active a| YES Westmeath Cavan, Louth, YES

and Blackwater | passive recreation, construction of riverside boardwalks, removal of County Development Plans and
riparian woodland and alteration of watercourses and flooding regime. Local Area Plans, River Basin

Management Plan, FEMFRAMS

Stabannan Greylag Geese are not a conservation interest of any site within the Co| No - No

Braganstown that might be affected, so no impacts likely on this population as a resu

SPA the Meath CDP.
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Site Potential Impacts arising from the Draft Plan Is there a likely | Other plans to be considered in | Is there a rsk of
risk of a Combination? Significant
Significant Impact in
Effect? combination?
North Bull Population dynamics of some birds may be affected indirectly by direct| YES Dublin City, Fingal and o¢h YES
Island impacts on other sites within Meath that also support these species regional/county plans and
(Shelduck, Blaetailed Godwit, Golden Plover and others). No direct strategies.
impacts likely.
South Dublin Population dynamics of some birds may be affected indirectly by direct| YES Dublin City, Fingal and other YES
Bay and River | impacts on other sites within Meath that also support these species regional plans and strategies.
Tolka Estuary | (Golden Plover andthers). No direct impacts likely.
Baldoyle Bay Population dynamics of some birds may be affected indirectly by direct| YES Fingal County Development Plaf YES
impacts on other sites within Meath that also support these sp&ci River Basin Management Plans.
(Golden Plover and others). Impacts due to increased levels of recreati
activities from nearby growth towns. No direct impacts likely.
Rogerstown Population dynamics of some birds may be affected indirectly by direct| YES Fingal County Development Play YES
Estuary impacts on other sites within Meath that also support these species River Basin Management Plans.
(Shelduck, Blaetailed Godwit and others). Delvin Catchment is outside
Co. Meath. No direct impacts likely.
Skerries Islands| Birds that form conservation interests at this site are not a conservation No - No
interest of any site within the County that might be affected so no impa
likely on this ppulation as a result of the Meath CDP.
Malahide Population dynamics of some birds may be affected indirectly by direct| YES Dublin City and Fingal County | YES
Estuary impacts on other sites within Meath that also support these species (Gr Development Plan. River Basin
Crested Grebe, Shelduck, Gold@over, Blackailed Godwit) and others. Management Plans.
Impacts due to increased levels of recreational activities from nearby
growth towns in the Metropolitan area of the County. No direct impacts
likely.
Dundalk Bay Population dynamics of some birds may be affected indirectly by direct| YES Louth County Development Plan| YES
impacts on other sites within Meath that also support these species (Gr River Basin Management Plans.
Crested Grebe, Shelduck, Golden Plover, BizEtdd Godwit) andbthers.
No direct impacts likely.
Lough Kinale Likely to be sharing populations with Lough Sheelin (within Meath). YES Longford County Development | YES

and Derragh
Lough

Population dynamics of some species may be affertdilectly by impacts
on Lough Sheelin that also supports these species (Pochard, Tufted Dy

No direct impacts likely.

Plan. River Basin Management
Plans.
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Site Potential Impacts arising from the Draft Plan Is there a likely | Other plans to be considered in | Is there a rsk of
risk of a Combination? Significant
Significant Impact in
Effect? combination?
Garriskil Bog Population dynamics of Redshank mayalffected indirectly by direct YES Longford County Development | YES
impacts on other sites within Meath that also support this species. No Plan. River Basin Management
direct impacts likely. Plans.
Lough Likely to be sharing populations witough Sheelin (within Meath). YES Longford County Development | YES
Derraghvarragh| Population dynamics of some species may be affected indirectly by img Plan. River BasiManagement
on Lough Sheelin that also supports these species (Pochard, Tufted Dy Plans.
No direct impacts likely.
Lough Ennell Likely to be sharing populations with Lough Sheelin (within Meath). YES Westmeath County Developmen| YES
Population dynamics of some species may be affected indirectly by im Plan. River Basin Management
on Lough Sheelin that also supports these species (Pochard, Tufted. Plans.
No direct impacts likely.
Rockabill Birds that form conservation interests at this site are not a conservation No - No

interest of any site within the County that might béfected so no impacts

likely on this population as a result of the Meath CDP.
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Table B2: Conservation Objectives for European Sites Brought Forward for Further Consideration in the Appropriate Assésaicess

Conservation Objectives for Relevant European Sites brought forward to Stage 2 of the Appropriate Assessment process

Special Areas of Conservation (SACSs)

European Site

Conservation Objectives

Qualifying Interest

Attribute Measure Target
BoyneCoast and Estuary SAC| Estuaries [1130] Habitat Area Hectares The permanenhabitat area is stable or increasing, subje
to natural processes
Community Hectares Conserve the following community types in a natural
Source: NPWS (2012) Distribution condition: intertidal estuarine mud and fine sand with
Conservation Objectives: Boyr| Hediste diversicoland Corophium volutatocommunity;
Coast and Estuary SAC 00195 and subtidal fine sand dominated by polychaetes
Version 1.0National Parks and community.
Wildlife Service, Department | Mudflats and sandflats Habitat Area Hectares The permanent habitat area is stable or increasing, subj
of Arts, Heritage and the not covered by to natural processes
Gaeltacht. seawater at low tide | Community Hectares Conserve the following community types in a natural
[1140] Distribution condition: intertidal estuarine mud and fine sand with
Hediste diversicoland Corophium volutatocommunity;
and fine sand dominated by bivalves community comple
Salicornia and other | Habitat Area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes,
annualscolonising AyOt dzRAYy3a SNeRaiAzy | yR adz
mud and sand [1310] FfOGNFeénm HdpmKE T a2NYyAy3i
Habitat Distribution Occurrence No decline ochange in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes.

Physical structure:
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain/restore natural circulation of sediments and
organic matter, without any physical obstructions

Physical structure:
creeks and pans

Occurence

Maintain creek and pan structure, subject to natural
processes, including erosion and succession

Physical structure:
flooding regime

Hectares flooded;
frequency

Maintain natural tidal regime

Vegetation structure:

zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succession

Vegetation structure:

vegetation height

Centimeters

Maintain structural variation within sward
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Vegetation structure:

vegetation cover

Percentage cover at
a representative
sample of
monitoring stops

Maintain more than 90% of area outside creeks vegetat

Vegetation
composition: typical
species and sub

Percentage cover

al AyaGlrAy GKS LINBaSyOS 27
typical species listed in the Saltmarsh Monitoring Projeg
(McCorry and Ryle, 2009)

communities

Vegetation structure: | Hectares No significant expansion of common cordgrass (Spartin

negative indicator anglica), with an annual spread of less than 1%

specieg; Spartina

anglica
Atlantic salt meadows| Habitat Aea Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes,
(Glauce AyOft dzRAYy3a SNeRaiAzy | yR adz
Puccinellietalia FfOGNFe@nm mMTdcTKIFEX a2NYyAy3
maritimae) [1330] Habitat Distribution Occurrence No decline or change in habitdistribution, subject to

natural processes.

Physical structure:
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain natural circulation of sediments and organic
matter, without any physical obstructions

Physical structure:
creeks angans

Occurrence

Maintain creek and pan structure, subject to natural
processes, including erosion and succession

Physical structure:
flooding regime

Hectares flooded;
frequency

Maintain natural tidal regime

Vegetation structure:

zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succession

Vegetation structure:

vegetation height

Centimeters

Maintain structural variation within sward

Vegetation structure:

vegetation cover

Percentage cover at
a representative
sample of
monitoring stops

Maintain more than 90% of area outside creeks vegetat

Vegetation
composition: typical
species and sub
communities

Percentage cover at
a representatie
sample of
monitoring stops

alAyadrAy Nry3S 2F adomn 02
listed in Saltmarsh Monitoring Project (McCorry and Ryl
2009)
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Vegetation structure:
negative indicator
specieg; Spartina
anglica

Hectares

No significanexpansion of common cordgrass (Spartina
anglica), with an annual spread of less than 1%

Mediterranean salt
meadows Juncetalia
maritimi) [1410]

The status of Mediterranean salt meado@sincetalia maritimias a qualifying Annex | habitat for Boyne
Coastand Estuary SAC is currently under review. The outcome of this review will determine whether a
specific conservation objective is set for this habitat.

Embryonic shifting
dunes [2110]

Habitat Area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject tatural processes,
AyOf dzRAYy3a SNRaAz2y | yR adz
Ff GNIT&@m HOPpHKI I az2NyAy3d
Habitat Distribution Occurrence No decline or change in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes.

Physical structure:
functionality and
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain the natural circulation of sediment and organic
matter, without any physical obstructions

Vegetation structure:
zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastélabitats including
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succession

Vegetation
composition: plant
health of foredune

Percentage cover

More than 95% of sand coucklytrigia juncegand/or
f & Y S m Legmuds arénarigsshould be healthy (i.e.
green plant parts above ground and flowering heads

grasses present)
Vegetation Percentagecover |al Ay il Ay G(GKS LINBaSyOoS 27F
composition: typical typical species: sal couch Elytrigia junceda | Yy Rk 2

species and sub
communities

grass leymus arenariys

Vegetation
composition: negative
indicator species

Percentage cover

bSAFGABS AYRAOIFIG2NI aLISOAS
represent less than 5% cover

Shifting dunes along
the shoreline with

Ammophila arenaria
(white dunes) [2120]

Habitat Area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes
AyOtf dzRAYy3I SNRBAAZ2Y | yR adzQ
FfAONFem HdpTKES a2NyYyAy3Ai

Habitat Distribution Occurrence No decline or change in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes.
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Physical structure:
functionality and
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain the natural circulation of sediment armdganic
matter, without any physical obstructions

Vegetation structure:
zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succession

Vegetation
composition: plant
health of dune grasses

Percentage cover

More than 95% of marram (Ammophila areanaria) and/c
feYSmINI &aa o6[ SeYvydza | NByI N
green plant parts above ground and flowering heads
present)

Vegetation
composition: typcal
species and sub
communities

Percentage cover at
a representative
number of
monitoring stops

alAyadrAy GKS
R2YAYIlI 4GSR oé
grass (Leymus arenarius)

LINS&aSyoOS
YNNI Y o!

27T
YY2

Vegetation
composition: negtve
indicator species

Percentage cover

bS3IIFGABS AYRAOFG2NI &aLISOA S
represent less than 5% cover

*Fixed coastal dunes
with herbaceous
vegetation (grey
dunes) [2130]

Habitat Area Hectares Area increasing, subject twatural processes including
SNRaA2y |yR &adz00Saarazyo O
26.4lha;a 2 Ny Ay3G2yn wndnc Kl @

Habitat Distribution Occurrence No decline or change in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes

Physical structure:
functionality and
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain the natural circulation of sediment and organic
matter, without any physical obstructions

Vegetation structure:
zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitaitscluding
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succession

Vegetation structure:
bare ground

Percentage cover

Bare ground should not exceed 10% of fixed dune habit
subject to natural processes

Vegetation
composition: sward
height

Centimeters

Maintain structural variation within sward

Vegetation

composition: typical

Percentage cover at
a representative

alAyadrAy N¥y3sS
listed in Ryle et al. (2009)

2 T tygicdtspecie® 2
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species and sub
communities

number of
monitoring stops

Vegetation
composition: negative
indicator species

Percentage cover

bS3IGABS AYRAOIG2NI aLISOA S
represent less than 5% cover

River Boyne and Blackwater
SAC

NPWS (2018Yonservation
objectives for River Boyne ang
River Blackwater SAC [00229¢
Generic Version 6.0.
Department ofCulture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Alkaline Fens [7230]

Sourced from: NPWS
(2013)Conservation
Objectives: Galway
Bay Complex SAC
000268. Version.1
National Parks and

Vegetation Percentage cover | No more than 5% cover or under control

composition:

scrub/trees

Habtat area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes
Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline, subject to natural processes

Hydrological regime

Flow rates, metres

Appropriate natural hydrological regime necessary to
support the natural structure and functioning of the
habitat

Peat formation

Flood duration

Active peat formation, where appropriate

Water quality:

Water chemistry

Appropriate water quality to support the natural structur

nutrients measures andfunctioning of the habitat
Wildlife Service, Vegetation Presence Maintain vegetation cover of typical species including
Department of Arts, | composition: typical brown mosses and vascular plants
Heritage and the species
Gaeltacht. Vegetation Percentage Cover of scattered nativieees and shrubs less than 10%
composition: trees and
shrubs
Physical structure: Percentage Cover of disturbed bare ground less than 10%. Where t
disturbed bare ground is present, disturbed bare ground less than 1%
Physical structure: Percentage Areas showing signs dfainage as a result of drainage
drainage ditches or heavy trampling less than 10%
Alluvial forests with Habitat area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes.
Alnus glutinosand Habitatdistribution Occurrence No decline.
Fraxinus excelsior Woodland size Hectares Area stable or increasing. Where topographically possik

(Alno-Padion, Alnion
incanae, Salicion
albae) [91EQ]

bt I NBSh ¢22Ra G4 tSIaid

least 3ha in size

HPp

Woodland structure:
cover and height

Percentage and
metres

Diverse structure with a relatively closed canopy
containing matured NES& T &dz OF y 2 LR
YIGdZNBE GNBSa FyR aKNHzmaT
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Sourced from: NPWS
(2012)Conservation
ObjectivesBlackwater
River (Cork/Waterford
SAC 002170. Version
1.0.National Parks
and Wildlife Service,
Department of Arts,
Heritage and the
Gaeltacht.

Woodland structure:
community diversity
and extent

Hectares

Maintain diversity angxtent of community types

Woodland structure:
natural regeneration

Seedling: sapling:
pole ratio

{SSRfAy3azr alLXAay3da |yR L
proportions to ensure survival of woodland canopy

Hydrological regime:
flooding depth/height
of water table

Metres

Appropriate hydrological regime necessary for
maintenance of alluvial vegetation

Woodland structure:
dead wood

m? per hectare;
number per hectare

At least 30m3/ha of fallen timber greater than 10cm
diameter; 30 snags/ha; bottategories should include
stems greater than 40cm diameter (greater than 20cm
diameter in the case of alder)

Woodland structure: Number per hectare| No decline

veteran trees

Woodland structure: | Occurrence Nodecline

indicators of local

distinctiveness

Vegetation Percentage No decline. Native tree cover not less than 95%

composition: native

tree cover

Vegetation Occurrence A variety of typical native species present, depending o

composition: typical woodland typejncluding alder (Alnus glutinosa), willows

species (Salix spp) and, locally, oak (Quercus robur) and ash
(Fraxinus excelsior)

Vegetation Occurrence bS3IFGABS AYRAOFG2NJ aLISOA S

composition: negative
indicator species

species, alent or under control

River Lamprey
(Lampetra fluviatili®
[1099]

Sourced from: NPWS
(2012)Conservation

Objectives: Blackwate
River (Cork/Waterford
SAC 002170. Version

Distribution

% of river accessiblg

Access to all water courses down to first order streams

Population structure of
juveniles

Number of age/size
groups

At least threeage/size groups of river/brook lamprey
present

Juvenile density in fine
sediment

Juveniles/m?

Mean catchment juvenile density of brook/river lamprey
at least 2/m?

Extent and distribution
of spawning habitat

m2 and occurrence

No decline irextent and distribution of spawning beds

Availability of juvenile
habitat

Number of positive
sites in 2nd order

More than 50% of sample sites positive
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1.0.National Parks
and Wildlife Service,
Department of Arts,
Heritage and the
Gaeltacht.

channels (and
greater),
downstream of
spawning areas

Salmon $almo salar
[1106]

Distribution: extent of
anadromy

% of river accessiblg

100% of rivechannels down to second order accessible
from estuary

Adult spawning fish Number Conservation Limit (CL) for each system consistently
Sourced from: NPWS exceeded
(2012)Conservation | Salmon fry abundance| Number of fry/5 Maintain or exceed O+ fry meddl G4 OKY Sy (i m & A
Objectives: Blackwate minutes abundance threshold value.
River (Cork/Waterford electrofishing
SAC 002170. Version| h dz{i Tt YA 3 NJ & | Number No significant decline
1.0.National Parks abundance
and Wildlife Service, | Number and Number and No decline in number and distribution of spawning redd
Department of Arts, | distribution of redds | occurrence due to anthropogenic causes
Heritage and the Water quality EPA Q value At least Q4 at all sites sampled by EPA
Gaeltacht.
Otter (Lutra lutrg Distribution Percentage positive | No significant decline
[1355] survey sites
Extent of terrestrial Hectares No significant decline.
Sourced from: NPWS | habitat
(2013)Conservation Extent of marine Hectares No significant decline.
Objectives: Galway habitat
Bay Complex SAC Extent offreshwater | Kilometres No significant decline.
000268. Version.1 (river) habitat
National Parks and | Extent of freshwater | Hectares No significant decline.
Wildlife Service, (lake/lagoon) habitat
Department of Arts, | Couching sites and Number No significant decline
Heritage and the holts
Gaeltacht. Fish biomass availablel Kilograms No significant decline
Barriers to connectivity Number No significant increase
Rye Water Valley / Carton SA( Habitat area Square metres Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes
Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline.
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NPWS (2018}onservation
objectives for Rye Water

Valley/Carton SAC [001398].

Generic Version 6.0.
Department ofCulture,
Heritage and the Gaeltht.

Petrifying springs with
tufa formation
(Cratoneurion [7220]

Hydrological regime:
height ofwater table;
water flow

Metres; metres per
second

Maintain appropriate hydrological regimes

Source: NPWS (2014)

Water quality

Water chemistry
measures

Maintain oligotrophic and calcareous conditions

Conservation
Objectives: Black
HeadPoulsallagh
Complex SAC 000020
Version 1National
Parks and Wildlife
Service, Department
of Arts, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht.

Vegetation
composition: typical
species

Occurrence

Maintaintypical species

Narrow-mouthed
Whorl SnailYertigo

Distribution: occupied
sites

Number

No decline.

angustiol) [1014]

Source: NPWS (2017)
Conservation

Occurrence in suitable
habitat

Percentage positive
records in a
representative
number of samples

A minimum of 67% positive samples in optimal habitat
areas; 20% in areakefined as suboptimal

Objectives:
Ballyhoorisky Point to

Habitat quality:
optimal soil wetness

Metres along
monitoring transect

Soils, at time of sampling, are at optimal wetness for at
least 35m along the established monitoring transect

Fanad Head SAC
001975. Version 1.
National Parks and
Wildlife Service,
Department of Arts,
Heritage, Regional,
Rurd and Gaeltacht
Affairs.

Habitat extent

Hectares

Stable orincreasing, subject to natural processes.

5Sayvyz2dZ Ay Q
Snail Yertigo

Distribution: occupied
sites

Number

No decline.

moulinsiand [1016]

Population size: adults

Number per positive
sample

At least 5 adults snalils in at least 50% of samples

Source: NPWS (2011),

Conservation

Population density

Percentage positive
samples

Adult snails present in at least 60% of samples per site
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Obijectives for River

Barrow and River Norg
SAC [002162] Version
1.0

Area of occupancy Hectares Minimum of 1ha of suitable habitat per site
Habitat quality: Percentage of 90% of samples in habitat classes | and Il as defined in
vegetation samples with Moorkens & Killeen (2011)

suitable vegetation

Habitat quality: soll
moisture levels

Percentage of
samples with
appropriate soil
moisture levels

dorr 2F al YLX S& Ay Y2AadildzN

Moorkens & Killeen (2011)

Mount Hevey Bog SAC Active raised bogs Habitat Area Hectares Restore area of active raised bog to 77.8ha, subject to
[7110] natural processes

Source: NPWS (2016) Habitat Distribution Occurrence Restore the distribution and variability of active raised b

Conservation Objectives: across the SAC.

Mount Hevey Bog SAC 00234, High bog status Hectares No decline in extent of high bog necessary to support th

Version 1National Parks and
Wildlife Service, Department o

development and maintenance of active raised bog.
Restore appropriate water levels throughout the site

Hydrological regime: | Centimeters

Arts, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht.

water levels

Hydrological regime:
flow patterns

Flow direction; slope

Restore, where possible, appropriate high bog topograp
flow directions and slopes

Transitional areas Hectares; Restore adequate transitional areas to support/ protect

between high bog and| distribution active raised bog and the services it provides

adjacent mineral soils

(including cutover

areas)

Vegetation quality; Hectares Restore 38.9ha of central ecotope/active flush/soaks/bo
central ecotope, active woodland as appropriate

flush, soaks, bog

woodland

Vegetation quality: Hectares Restore adequate cover of high quality microtopographi

microtopographical
features

features

Vegetation quality: bog
moss (Sphagmm)
species

Percentage cover

Restore adequate cover of bog moss (Sphagnum) spec|
to ensure peatforming capacity

Typical ARB species:
flora

Occurrence

Restore, where appropriate, typical active raised bog flg
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Typical ARB species: | Occurrence Restore, where appropriate, typical active raised bog fal
fauna
Elements of local Occurrence Maintain features of local distinctiveness, subject to

distinctiveness

natural processes

Negative physical
indicators

Percentage cover

Negative physical features absent or insignificant

Vegetation
composition: native
negative indicator
species

Percentage cover

Native negative indicator species at insignificant levels

Vegetation Percentage cover | Non-native invasive species at insignificant levels and n
composition: more than 1% cover

nonnative invasive

species

Air quality: nitrogen kg N/halyear Air quality surrounding bog close to natural reference
deposition conditions. The total N deposition should not exceed 5k

N/halyr

Water quality

Hydrochemical
measures

Water quality on the high bog and transitional areas clo
to natural reference conditions

Depressions on peat
substrates of the

Depressions on peat substrates of tReynchosporiois an integral part of good quality Active raised bog
(7110) and thus a separate conservation objective has not been set for the habitat in Mount Hevey Bg

Rhynchosporiofr150]
White Lough, Ben Loughs and| Hard olige Habitat area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natupaocesses
Lough Do&sAC mesotrophic waters Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline, subject to natural processes.
with benthic Vegetation Occurrence Typical species present, in good condition, and
NPWS (2018Fonservation vegetation ofChara composition: typical demonstrating typical abundances and distribution
objectives for White Lough, Bg spp. species
Loughs and Lough Doo SAC Vegetation Occurrence All characteristic zones should be present, correctly
[001810]. Generic Version 6.0/ Source: NPWS (2017 | composition: distributed and in good condition
Department ofCulture, Conservation characteristic zonation
Heritage and the Gaeltacht. | Objectives: Vegetation Metres Maintain maximum depth of vegetation, subjectnatural
Ballyhoorisky Point to | distribution: maximum processes
Fanad Head SAC depth
001975. Version 1. | Hydrological regime: | Metres Maintain appropriate natural hydrological regime
National Parks and water level necessary to support the habitat

Wildlife Service,

fluctuations
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Department of Arts,

Heritage, Regional,

Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs.

Lake substratum Various Maintain appropriate substratum type, extent and
quality chemistry to support the vegetation

Water quality: Metres Maintain appropriate Secchi transparency. There shoulg
transparency be no decline in Secchi depth/transparency

Water quality: pg/l P; mg/lN Maintain the concentration ofiutrients in the water
nutrients column at sufficiently low levels to support the habitat al

its typical species

Water quality:
phytoplankton biomasg

pg/l Chlorophyll a

Maintain appropriate water quality to support the habital
including high chlorophyll a stadu

Water quality:
phytoplankton
composition

EPA phytoplankton
composition metric

Maintain appropriate water quality to support the habitai
including high phytoplankton composition status

Water quality:
attached algal biomasg

Algal cover and EPA
phytobenthos
metric

Maintain trace/absent attached algal biomass (

Water quality:
macrophyte status

EPA macrophyte
metric (The Free
Index)

Maintain high macrophyte status

Acidification status pH units; mg/l Maintain appropriate water andediment pH, alkalinity
and cation concentrations to support the habitat, subjec
to natural processes

Water colour mg/l PtCo Maintain appropriate water colour to support the habitat

Dissolved organic mg/I Maintain appropriateorganic carbon levels to support the

carbon (DOC)

habitat

pallipeg

recruitment

Turbidity Nephelometric Maintain appropriate turbidity to support the habitat
turbidity units/ mg/l
SS/ other
appropriate unit
Fringing habitat: area | Hectares Maintain the area andondition of fringing habitats
and condition necessary to support the natural structure and functioni
of habitat 3140
White-clawed Crayfish| Distribution Occurrence No reduction from baseline.
(Austropotamobius Population structure: | Percentage Juveniles and/or females with eggs in at least 50% of

occurrence of
juveniles and

females with eggs

positive samples
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Sourced from: NPWS
(2012)Conservation
Obijectives: Blackwate
River (Cork/Waterford
SAC 002170/ersion
1.0.National Parks

Negative indicator Occurrence No alien crayfish species

species

Disease Occurrence No instances of disease

Water quality EPA Q value 4 £SIrad vomn FEPAIfE &AGS

Habitat quality:
heterogeneity

Occurrence of
positive habitat

No decline in heterogeneity or habitat quality

and Wildlife Service, features
Department of Arts,
Heritage and the
Gaeltacht.
Lough Bane and Lough Glass| Hard olige Habitat area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes
SAC mesotrophic waters Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline, subject toatural processes.
with benthic Vegetation Occurrence Typical species present, in good condition, and
NPWS (2018Fonservation vegetation ofChara composition: typical demonstrating typical abundances and distribution
objectives for Lough Bane and spp. species
Lough Glass SAC [002120]. Vegetation Occurrence All characteristic zones should be present, correctly
Generic Version.@. Source: NPWS (2017) composition: distributed and in good condition
Department ofCulture, Conservation characteristic zonation
Heritage and the Gaeltacht. | Objectives: Vegetation Metres Maintain maximum depth of vegetation, subject to natur,
Ballyhoorisky Point to | distribution: maximum processes
Fanad Head SAC depth
001975. Version 1. | Hydrological regime: | Metres Maintain appropriate natural hydrological regime
National Parks and | water level necessary to support the habitat
Wildlife SerVice, fluctuations
Department of Arts, [ ake substratum Various Maintain appropriate substratum type, extent and
Heritage, Regional, | guality chemistry to support the vegetation
Rural and Gaeltacht  "water quality: Metres Maintain appropriate Secchi transparency. There shoulg
Affairs. transparency be no decline in Secchi depth/transparency
Water quality: pa/l P; mg/l N Maintain the concentration of nutrients in the water
nutrients column at sufficiently low levels ®upport the habitat and

its typical species

Water quality:
phytoplankton biomass

pa/l Chlorophyll a

Maintain appropriate water quality to support the habitai
including high chlorophyll a status

Water quality:
phytoplankton
composition

EPA phytoplarton
composition metric

Maintain appropriate water quality to support the habitai
including high phytoplankton composition status
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Water quality:
attached algal biomass

Algal cover and EPA
phytobenthos
metric

Maintain trace/absent attached alghlomass (

Water quality:
macrophyte status

EPA macrophyte
metric (The Free
Index)

Maintain high macrophyte status

Acidification status pH units; mg/l Maintain appropriate water and sediment pH, alkalinity
and cation concentrations to support thebitat, subject
to natural processes

Water colour mg/l PtCo Maintain appropriate water colour to support the habitat

Dissolved organic mg/l Maintain appropriate organic carbon levels to support th

carbon (DOC)

habitat

Turbidity Nephelometric Maintain appropriate turbidity to support the habitat
turbidity units/ mg/l
SS/ other
appropriate unit
Fringing habitat: area | Hectares Maintain the area and condition of fringing habitats
and condition necessary to support the natural stitwre and functioning
of habitat 3140
White-clawed Crayfish| Distribution Occurrence No reduction from baseline.
(Austropotamobius Population structure: | Percentage Juveniles and/or fematewith eggs in at least 50% of

pallipeg

Sourced from: NPWS
(2012)Conservation
Objectives: Blackwate
River (Cork/Waterford
SAC 002170. Version
1.0.National Parks
and Wildlife Service,

recruitment

occurrence of
juveniles and
females with eggs

positive samples

Negative indicator Occurrence No alien crayfish species

species

Disease Occurrence No instances of disease

Water quality EPA Q value 'G tSIrad vomn G ff axdas

Habitatquality:
heterogeneity

Occurrence of
positive habitat

No decline in heterogeneity or habitat quality

Department of Arts, features
Heritage and the
Gaeltacht.
Killyconny Bog (Cloughbally) | Active raised bogs Habitat Area Hectares Restore area of active raised bog to 13.2ha, subject to

SAC

[7110]

natural processes
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Habitat Distribution Occurrence Restore thalistribution and variability of active raised bo
across the SAC.

No decline in extent of high bog necessary to support th
development and maintenance of active raised bog.

Restore appropriate water levels throughout the site

SourceNPWS (2015)
Conservation Objectives:
Killyconny Bog (Cloghbally) S/
000006. Version National
Parksand Wildlife Service,
Department of Arts, Heritage

High bog status Hectares

Hydrological regime: | Centimeters
water levels

and the Gaeltacht.

Hydrological regime:
flow patterns

Flow direction; slope

Restore, where possible, appropriate high bog topograp
flow directions and slopes.

Transitional areas Hectares; Restore adequate transitional areas to support / protect
between high bog and| distribution the raised bog ecosystem and the services it provides
adjacent mineral soils

(including cutover

areas)

Vegetation quality; Hectares Restore 6.6ha of central ecotope/active flush/soaks/bog
central ecotope, active woodland as appropriate

flush, soaks, bog

woodland

Vegetation quality: Hectares Restore adequate cover of high quality microtopographi

microtopographical
features

features

Vegetation quality: bog

Percentage cover

Maintain and restore adequate cover of bog moss

moss(Sphagnum) (Sphagnum) species to ensure péatming capacity
species

Typical ARB species: | Occurrence Restore, where appropriate, typical active raised bog flg
flora

Typical ARBpecies: Occurrence Restore, where appropriate, typical active raised bog fa
fauna

Elements of local Occurrence Maintain features of local distinctiveness, subject to

distinctiveness

natural processes

Negative physical
indicators

Percentage cover

Negative physical features absent or insignificant

Vegetation
composition: native
negative indicator

species

Percentage cover

Negative physical features absent or insignificant
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Vegetation Percentage cover | Non-native invasive species at insignificant levels and n
composition: more than 1% cover

nonnative invasive

species

Air quality: nitrogen kg N/halyear Air quality surrounding bog close to natural reference
deposition conditions. The total N deposition should notcerd 5kg

N/halyr

Water quality

Hydrochemical

measures

Water quality on the high bog and in transitional areas
close to natural reference conditions

Degraded raised bog
still capable of natural
regeneration [7120]

The longterm aim for Degradedaised bogs still capable of natural regeneration is that its feahing
capability is reestablished; therefore, the conservation objective for this habitat is inherently linked to t
of Active raised bogs (7110) and a separate conservation objdwivaot been set in Killyconny Bog SAC

Monybeg and Clareisland Bog
SAC

SourceNPWS (2016)
Conservation Objectives:
Moneybeg and Clareisland
Bogs SAC 002340. Version 1.
National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Department of Arts,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Active raised bogs
[7110]

Habitat Area Hectares Restore area of active raised bog to 31.7ha, subject to
natural processes

Habitat Distribution Occurrence Restore the distribution and variability of active raised b
across the SAC.

High bog status Hectares No decline in extent of high bog necessary to support th

development and maintenance of active raised bog.

Hydrological regime:
water levels

Centimeters

Restore appropriate water levels throughout the site

Hydrological regime:
flow patterns

Flow direction; slope

Restore, where possible, appropriate high bog topograp
flow directions and slopes

Transitional areas Hectares; Restore adequate transitional areas to support/protect
between high bog and| distribution active raised bog and the services it provides

adjacent mineral soils

(including cutover

areas)

Vegetation quality; Hectares Restore 15.9ha of central ecotope/active flush/soaks/bo
central ecotope, active woodland as appropriate

flush, soaks, bog

woodland

Vegetation quality: Hectares Restore adequate cover of high quality microtopographi

microtopographical
features

features
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Vegetation quality: bog

Percentage cover

Restore adequate cover of bog moss (Sphagnum) spec|

moss (Sphagmm) to ensure peatforming capacity

species

Typical ARB species: | Occurrence Restore, where appropriate, typical active raised bog flg
flora

Typical ARB species: | Occurrence Restore, where appropriate, typical active raised bog fal
fauna

Elements of local Occurrence Maintain features of local distinctiveness, subject to

distinctiveness

natural processes

Negative physical
indicators

Percentage cover

Negative physical features absent or insignificant

Vegetation
composition: native
negative indicator
species

Percentage cover

Native negative indicator species at insignificant levels

Vegetation Percentage cover Non-native invasive species at insignificant levels and n
composition: more than 1% cover

nonnative invasive

species

Air quality: nitrogen kg N/ha/year Air quality surrounding bog close to natural reference
deposition conditions. The total N deposition should rextceed 5kg

N/halyr

Water quality

Hydrochemical
measures

Water quality on the high bog and in transitional areas
close to natural reference conditions

Degraded raised bog
still capable of natural
regeneration [7120]

The longterm aim for Degraded raiskbogs still capable of natural regeneration is that its gleaming
capability is reestablished; therefore, the conservation objective for this habitat is inherently linked to t
of Active raised bogs (7110) and a separate conservation objectiveohagen set in Moneybeg and

Clareisland Bog SAC

Depressions on peat
substrates of the

Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion is an integral part of good quality Active raisec
(7110) and thus a separat®nservation objective has not been set for the habitat in Moneybeg and

Rhynchosporiofi7150] | Clareisland Bog SAC

Lough Lene SAC Hard olige Habitat area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes
mesotrophic waters Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline, subject to natural processes.

NPWS (2018Fonservation with benthic Vegetation Occurrence Typical species present, in gooandition, and

objectives for Lough Lene SA(

[002121]. Generic Version 6.0,

vegetation ofChara
spp.

composition: typical
species

demonstrating typical abundances and distribution
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Department ofCulture,

Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Sourced from: NPWS
(2012)Conservation
Objectives: Blackwate
River (Cork/Waterford
SAC 002170. Version
1.0.National Parks
and Wildlife Service,
Department of Arts,
Heritage and the
Gaeltacht.

Vegetation Occurrence All characteristic zones should be present, correctly
composition: distributed and in good condition

characteristic zonation

Vegetation Metres Maintain maximum depth of vegetation, subject to natur
distribution: maximum processes

depth

Hydrological regime: | Metres Maintain appropriate natural hydrological regime

water level necessary to support the habitat

fluctuations

Lake substratum Various Maintain appropriate substratum type, extent and
quality chemistry to support the vegetation

Water quality: Metres Maintain appropriate Secchi transparency. There shoulg
transparency be no decline in Secchi depth/transparency

Water quality: pg/l P; mg/I N Maintain the concentration of nutrients in the water
nutrients column at sufficiently low levels to support the habitat a

its typical species

Water quality:
phytoplankton biomasg

pg/l Chlorophyll a

Maintain appropriate wateguality to support the habitat,
including high chlorophyll a status

Water quality:
phytoplankton
composition

EPA phytoplankton
composition metric

Maintain appropriate water quality to support the habitai
including high phytoplankton composition status

Water quality:
attached algal biomasg

Algal cover and EPA
phytobenthos
metric

Maintain trace/absent attached algal biomass (

Water quality:
macrophyte status

EPA macrophyte
metric (The Free
Index)

Maintain high macrophyte status

Acidification status pH units; mg/l Maintain appropriate water and sediment pH, alkalinity
and cation concentrations to support the habitat, subjec
to natural processes

Water colour mg/l PtCo Maintain appropriate water colour to support tHeabitat

Dissolved organic mg/l Maintain appropriate organic carbon levels to support th

carbon (DOC)

habitat

Turbidity

Nephelometric

turbidity units/ mg/l

Maintain appropriate turbidity to support the habitat
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SS/ other
appropriate unit
Fringing habitat: area | Hectares Maintain the area and condition of fringing habitats
and condition necessary to support the natural structure and functioni
of habitat 3140
White-clawed Crayfish| Distribution Occurrence No reduction from baseline.
(Austropotamobius Popuhtion structure: | Percentage Juveniles and/or females with eggs in at least 50% of

pallipeg

Sourced from: NPWS

recruitment

occurrence of
juveniles and
females with eggs

positive samples

(2012)Conservation | Negative indicator Occurrence No alien crayfish species

Objectives: Blackwate| species

River (Cork/Waterford] Disease Occurrence Noinstances of disease

SAC 002170. Version| Water quality EPA Q value ld €Shad vomn a4 Fff aads

1.0.National Parks
and Wildlife Service,

Habitat quality:
heterogeneity

Occurrence of
positive habitat

No decline in heterogeneity or habitat quality

Department of Arts, features

Heritage and the

Gaeltacht.
Baldoyle Bay SAC Mudflats and sandflatg Habitat area Hectares Thepermanent habitat area is stable or increasing, subj

not covered by to natural processes.
SourceNPWS (2012) seawater at low tide | Community Hectares Conserve the following community types in a natural
Conservation Objectives: [1140] distribution condition: Fine sand dominated B\ngulus tenuis
Baldoyle Bay SAC 000199. community complex; and Estuarine sandy nwith
Version 1.0National Parks and Pygospio elegarsnd Tubificoides benedii community
Wildlife Service, Department complex.
of Arts, Heritage and the Salicornia and other | Habitat Area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes,
Gaeltacht. annuals colonizing including erosion and succession. Bodzo ma A G S

mud and sand [1310] Baldoylemn n ®oy o KIl &

Habitat Distribution Occurrence No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes.

Physical structure:
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain naturalcirculation of sediments and organic
matter, without any physical obstructions

Physical structure:
creeks and pans

Occurence

Maintain creek and pan structure, subject to natural
processes, including erosion and succession
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Physicaktructure:
flooding regime

Hectares flooded;
frequency

Maintain natural tidal regime

Vegetation structure:

zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succefon

Vegetation structure:

vegetation height

Centimeters

Maintain structural variation within sward

Vegetation structure:

vegetation cover

Percentage cover at
a representative
sample of
monitoring stops

Maintain more than 90% of area outsideeeks vegetated

Vegetation
composition: typical
species and sub
communities

Percentage cover

alAyaGrAy GKS LINBaSyOoS 27
typical species listed in the Saltmarsh Monitoring Projed
(McCorry and Ryle, 2009)

Vegetation structure: | Hectares No significant expansion of common cordgraSgdrtina
negative indicator anglicg, with an annual spread of less than 1%
specieg; Spartina
anglica
Atlantic salt meadows | Habitat Area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes,
(Glauce AyOft dzRAYy3I SNRA&AAZ2Y | yR adzQ
Puccinellietalis Baldoylemn MM gy K|
maritimae) [1330] Habitat Distribution Occurrence No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes.

Physical structure:
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain natural circulation of sediments and organic
matter, without any physical obstructions

Physical structure:
creeks and pans

Occurrence

Maintain/restore creek and pan structure to develop,
subject to natural processes, including erosion and
succession

Physical structure:
flooding regime

Hectares flooded;
frequency

Maintain natural tidal regime

Vegetation structure:

zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succession

Vegetation structure:

vegetation height

Centimeters

Maintain structural variation within sward
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Vegetation structure:

vegetation cover

Percentage cover at
a representative
sample of
monitoring stops

Maintain more than 90% of the area outside of the cree
vegetated

Vegetation
composition: typical

Percentage cover at
a representative

alAyGFrAy NYy3S 2F &adzon 02
listed in the Saltmarsh Monitoring Project (McCorry and

species and sub sample of Ryle, 2009)

communities monitoring stops

Vegetation structure: | Hectares No significant expansion of common cordgraSgaftina

negative indicator anglicg, with an annual spread of less than 1%

specieg; Spartina

anglica
Mediterranean salt Habitat area Hectaes Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes,
meadows Juncetalia AyOft dzRAYy3a SNeRaiAzy | yR adz
maritimi) [1410] Baldoylem H ®cn KI &

Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes

Physical structure:
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain natural circulation of sediments and organic
matter, without any physical obstructions

Physical structure:
creeks and pans

Occurrence

Maintain creek and pan structureubject to natural
processes, including erosion and succession

Physical structure:
flooding regime

Hectares flooded;
frequency

Maintain natural tidal regime

Vegetation structure:

zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitaitscluding
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succession

Vegetation structure:

vegetation height

Centimeters

Maintain structural variation within the sward

Vegetation structure:

vegetation cover

Percentagecover at
a representative
sample of
monitoring stops

Maintain more than 90% of the area outside of the cree
vegetated

Vegetation
composition: typical
species

Percentage cover

alAyadrAy Nry3S 2F adomn 02
listed in the Saltmash Monitoring Project (McCorry and
Ryle, 2009)
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Vegetation structure: | Hectares No significant expansion of common cordgraSgdftina
negative indicator anglicg), with an annual spread of less than 1%
species Spartina
anglica
Malahide Estuary SAC Mudflats and sandflatg Habitat area Hectares The permanent habitat area is stable or increasing, subj
not covered by to natural processes.
SourceNPWS (2013) seawater at low tide | Community extent Hectares Maintain the extent of the Zosterdominated community
Conservation Objectives: [1140] and the Mytilus eduliglominated community complex,
Malahide Estuary SAC 00020¢ subject to naturaprocesses
Version 1National Parks and Community structure: | Shoots/m? Conserve the high quality of the Zostetaminated

Wildlife Service, Department o
Arts, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht.

Zostera density

community, subject to natural processes

Community structure:
Mytilus edulis density

Individuals/m?2

Conserve the high quality of thdytilus edulisdominated
community, subject to natural processes

Community
distribution

Hectares

Conserve the following community types in a natural
condition: Fine sand with oligochaetes, amphipods,
bivalves and polychaetes community complEztuarine
sandy mud with Chironomidae and Hediste diversicolor
community complex; and Sand to muddy sand with
Peringia ulvae, Tubificoides benedii and Cerastoderma
edule community complex

Salicornia and other
annuals colonising
mud and sand [1310]

Habita Area

Hectares

Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes,
including erosion and succession. For-sitb mapped:
Malahide Estuaryl.93ha.

Habitat Distribution

Occurrence

No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to
natural processes

Physical structure:
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain, or where necessary restore, natural circulatior
of sediments and organic matter, without any physical
obstructions

Physical structure:
creeksand pans

Occurence

Maintain creek and pan structure, subject to natural
processes, including erosion and succession

Physical structure:
flooding regime

Hectares flooded;
frequency

Maintain natural tidal regime

Vegetation structure:
zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succession
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Vegetation structure:

vegetation height

Centimeters

Maintain structural variation within sward

Vegetation structure:

vegetation cover

Percentage cover at
a representative
sample of
monitoring stops

Maintain more than 90% of area outside creeks vegetat

Vegetation
composition: typical
species and sub
communities

Percentage cover

Maintain the pregnce of speciepoor communities listed
in SMP (McCorry and Ryle, 2009)

Vegetation structure:

negative indicator
specieg; Spartina
anglica

Hectares

No significant expansion of common cordgrass (Spartin
anglica). No new sites for this species anchanual
spread of less than 1% where it is already known to occ

Spartina swards
(Spartinion maritimag
[1320]

Spartina swardsSpartinion maritimagwas originally listed as a qualifying Annex | habitat for Malahide
Estuary SAC due to historical recoodisgwo rare forms of cordgragsmall cordgrassSpartina maritima

¢ 26y asSy RBadwnseadiR-BWweles Breston et al. (2002) considers both forms to be
alien. In addition, all stands of cordgrass in Ireland are now regarded as commagnass . anglica
(McCorry et al., 2003; McCorry and Ryle, 2009). As a consequence, a conservation objective has not
prepared for this habitat. It will therefore not be necessary to assess the likely effects of plans or proje

Iy R

against this Annekhabitat at this site.

Atlantic salt meadows

(Glauce
Puccinellietalis
maritimae) [1330]

Habitat Area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes,
including erosion and succession. For-sitb mapped:
Malahide Estuary 25.33ha.

Habitat Distribution Occurrence No decline or change in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes.

Physical structure:
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain natural circulation of sediments adganic
matter, without any physical obstructions

Physical structure:
creeks and pans

Occurrence

Allow creek and pan structure to develop, subject to
natural processes, including erosion and succession

Physical structure:
flooding regime

Hectares flooded;
frequency

Maintain natural tidal regime

Vegetation structure:

zonation

Occurrence

Maintain range of coastal habitats including transitional
zones, subject to natural processes including erosion al
succession
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Vegetationstructure:
vegetation height

Centimeters

Maintain structural variation within sward

Vegetation structure:

vegetation cover

Percentage cover at
a representative
sample of
monitoring stops

Maintain more than 90% area outside creeks vegetated

Vegetation Percentage cover at| Maintain range of subcommunities with typical species

composition: typical a representative listed in SMP (McCorry and Ryle, 2009)

species and sub sample of

communities monitoring stops

Vegetation structure: | Hectares No significant expansion of common cordgrass (Spartin

negative indicator anglica), with an annual spread of less than 1% where i

specieg; Spartina known to occur

anglica
Mediterranean salt Habitat area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes,
meadows Juncetalia including erosion and succession. For-sitb mapped:
maritimi) [1410] Malahide Estuary 0.64ha.

Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline, subject to natural processes

Physical structure:
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain/restore natural circulation of sediments and
organic matter, without any physical obstructions

Physical structure:
creeks and pans

Occurrence

Maintain creek and pan stoture, subject to natural
processes, including erosion and succession

Physical structure:
flooding regime

Hectares flooded;
frequency

Maintain natural tidal regime

Vegetation structure:

zonation

Occurrence

Maintain range of saltmarsh habitaitscluding transitional
zones, subject to natural processes including erosion ar,
succession

Vegetation structure:

vegetation height

Centimeters

Maintain structural variation in the sward

Vegetation structure:

vegetation cover

Percentage cover at
arepresentative
sample of
monitoring stops

Maintain more than 90% of area outside creeks vegetat

Vegetation
composition: typical
species

Percentage cover

Maintain range of subcommunities with characteristic
species listed in SMP (McCorry and Ryle, 2009
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Vegetation structure: | Hectares No significant expansion of common cordgrass (Spartin
negative indicator anglica), with an annual spread of less than 1% where i
species Spartina already known to occur
anglica
Shifting dunes along | Habitat area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes
the shoreline with including erosion and succession. Total area mapped:
Ammophila arenaria 1.80ha.
(white dunes) [2120] | Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes.

Physical structure:
functionality and
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain the natural circulation of sediment and organic
matter, without any physical obstructions

Vegetation structure:
zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succession

Vegetation
composition: plant
health ofdune grasses

Percentage cover

95% of marram grass (Ammophila arenaria) and/or lymg¢
grass (Leymus arenarius) should be healthy (i.e. green
plant parts above ground and flowering heads present)

Vegetation Pecentage cover at| Maintain the presence of specig®or communities
composition: typical a representative dominated by marram grass (Ammophila arenaria) and/
species and number of lymegrass (Leymus arenarius)

subcommunities monitoring stops

Vegetation Percentage cover Negative indicator species (including roatives) to

composition: negative
indicator species

represent less than 5% cover

Fixed dunes with
herbaceous vegetatior
(grey dunes) [2130]

Habitat area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes
including erosiorand succession. Total area mapped:
21.42ha.

Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes.

Physical structure:
functionality and
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physicabarriers

Maintain the natural circulation of sediment and organic
matter, without any physical obstructions

Vegetation structure:
zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including
transitional zones, subject to naturptocesses including
erosion and succession
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Vegetation structure:
bare ground

Percentage cover

Bare ground should not exceed 10% of fixed dune habit
subject to natural processes

Vegetation structure:
sward height

Centimetres

Maintain structural variation within sward

Vegetation Percentage cover at| Maintain range of subcommunities with typical species
composition: typical a representative listed in Ryle et al. (2009)

species and sample of

subcommunities monitoring stops

Vegetation Percentage cover | Negative indicator species (including roatives) to

composition: negative
indicator species
(includingHippophae

represent less than 5% cover

Rogerstown Estuary SAC

SourceNPWS (2013)
Conservation Objectives:
Rogerstown Estuary SAC
000208. Version National
Parks and Wildlife Service,
Department of Arts, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht

Estuaries [1130]

rhamnoide$

Vegetation Percentage cover No more tharb% cover or under control

composition:

scrub/trees

Habitat area Hedares The permanent habitat area is stable or increasing, subj
to natural processes.

Community extent Hectares Maintain the extent of the Zosterdominated community
and the Mytilus eduliglominated community, subject to
natural processes.

Community structure: | Shoots/m? Conserve the high quality of the Zostetaminated

Zostera density

community, subject to natural processes

Community structure:
Mytilus edulis density

Individuals/m?2

Conserve the high quality of the Mytilus edulis domirthte
community, subject to natural processes

Community
distribution

Hectares

Conserve the following community types in a natural
condition: Sand to coarse sediment with Nephtys cirros:
and Scolelepis squamata community complex; Estuarin
sandy mud tanixed sediment with Tubificoides benedii,
Hediste diversicolor and Peringia ulvae community
complex

Mudflats and sandflatg
not covered by

Habitat area

Hectares

The permanent habitat area is stable or increasing, subj
to natural processes.

seawater at low tide
[1140]

Community extent

Hectares

Maintain the extent of the Zosterdominated community
and the Mytilus eduliglominated community, subject to
natural processes
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Community structure:
Zostera density

Shoots/m?

Conserve the high quality tfie Zosteradominated
community, subject to natural processes

Community structure:
Mytilus edulis density

Individuals/m?2

Conserve the high quality of the Mytilus edulis dominate
community, subject to natural processes

Community
distribution

Hectares

Conserve the following community types in a natural
condition: Sand to coarse sediment with Nephtys cirros:
and Scolelepis squamata community complex; Estuarin
sandy mud to mixed sediment with Tubificoides benedii
Hediste diversicalr and Peringia ulvae community
complex.

Salicornia and other
annuals colonising
mud and sand [1310]

Habitat Area

Hectares

Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes,
including erosion and succession. For-sitb mapped:
Rogerstown Estuar®.90ha.

Habitat Distribution

Occurrence

No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to
natural processes.

Physical structure:
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain, or where necessary restore, natucalculation
of sediments and organic matter, without any physical
obstructions

Physical structure:
creeks and pans

Occurence

Maintain creek and pan structure, subject to natural
processes, including erosion and succession

Physicaktructure:
flooding regime

Hectares flooded;
frequency

Maintain natural tidal regime

Vegetation structure:
zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succefon

Vegetation structure:
vegetation height

Centimeters

Maintain structural variation within sward

Vegetation structure:
vegetation cover

Percentage cover at
a representative
sample of
monitoring stops

Maintain more than 90% of area outsideeeks vegetated

Vegetation
composition: typical
species and sub
communities

Percentage cover

Maintain the presence of specig®or communities listed
in SMP (McCorry and Ryle, 2009)
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Vegetation structure: | Hectares No significant expansion of common cordgrass (Spartin
negative indicator anglica). No new sites for this species and an annual
specieg; Spartina spread of less than 1% where it is already known to occ
anglica
Atlantic st meadows | Habitat Area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes,
(Glauce including erosion and succession. For-sitb mapped:
Puccinellietalia Rogerstown Estuary37.2ha.
maritimae) [1310] Habitat Distribution Occurrence No decline or change in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes.

Physical structure:
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain natural circulation of sediments and organic
matter, without any physicalbstructions

Physical structure:
creeks and pans

Occurrence

Allow creek and pan structure to develop, subject to
natural processes, including erosion and succession

Physical structure:
flooding regime

Hectares flooded:;
frequency

Maintain natural tidal regime

Vegetation structure:

zonation

Occurrence

Maintain range of coastal habitats including transitional
zones, subject to natural processes including erosion ar
succession

Vegetation structure:

vegetation height

Centimeters

Maintain structural variation within sward

Vegetation structure:

vegetation cover

Percentage cover at
a representative
sample of
monitoring stops

Maintain more than 90% area outside creeks vegetated

Vegetation
composition: typical

Percentage cover at
a representative

Maintain range of subcommunities with typical species
listed in SMP (McCorry and Ryle, 2009)

speciesand sub sample of

communities monitoring stops

Vegetation structure: | Hectares No significant expansion of common cordgrass (Spartin

negative indicator anglica), with an annual spread of less than 1% where i

specieg; Spartina known to occur

anglica
Mediterranean salt Habitat area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes,
meadows Juncetalia including erosion and succession. For-sitb mapped:
maritimi) [1410] Rogerstown Estuary2.18ha

Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline, subject to natural processes.
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Physical structure:
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain/restore natural circulation of sediments and
organic matter, without any physical obstructions

Physical structure:
creeks and pans

Occurrence

Maintain creek and pan staoture, subject to natural
processes, including erosion and succession

Physical structure:
flooding regime

Hectares flooded:;
frequency

Maintain natural tidal regime

Vegetation structure:
zonation

Occurrence

Maintain range of saltmarsh habitaiscluding transitional
zones, subject to natural processes including erosion af
succession.

Vegetation structure:
vegetation height

Centimeters

Maintain structural variation in the sward

Vegetation structure:
vegetation cover

Percentage cover at
arepresentative
sample of
monitoring stops

Maintain more than 90% of area outside creeks vegetat

Vegetation
composition: typical
species

Percentage cover

Maintain range of subcommunities with characteristic
species listed in SMP (McCorry and Ryle, 2009

Vegetation structure: | Hectares No significant expansion of common cordgrass (Spartin
negative indicator anglica), with an annual spread of less than 1% where i
species Spartina already known to occur
anglica
Shifting dunes along | Habitat area Hectares Area increasing, subject to natural processes including
the shoreline with erosion and succession. For ssites mapped: Rush
Ammophila arenaria 1.25ha, Portrane 1.31ha.
(white dunes) [2120] | Habitatdistribution Occurrence No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes

Physical structure:
functionality and
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain the natural circulation of sediment armdganic
matter, without any physical obstructions

Vegetation structure:
zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succession

Vegetation
composition: plant

health of dune grasses

Percentage cover

95% of marram grass (Ammophila arenaria) and/or lyme
grass (Leymus arenarius) should be healthy (i.e. green
plant parts above ground and flowering heads present)
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Vegetation Percentage cover at| Maintain the presence of specig®or communities
composition: typical a representative dominated by marram grass (Ammophila arenaria) and/
species and number of lymegrass (Leymus arenarius)

subcommunities monitoring stops

Vegetation Percentage cover | Negative indicator species (including roatives) to

composition: negave
indicator species

represent less than 5% cover

Fixed coastal dunes
with herbaceous
vegetation (grey
dunes) [2130]

Habitat area Hectares Area increasing, subject to natuiaocesses including
erosion and succession. For ssites mapped: Rush
3.24ha; Portrane 5.13ha.

Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to

natural processes

Physical structure:
functionality and
sediment supply

Presence/ absence
of physical barriers

Maintain the natural circulation of sediment and organic
matter, without any physical obstructions

Vegetation structure:
zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of coastal habitaitscluding
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and succession

Vegetation structure:
bare ground

Percentage cover

Bare ground should not exceed 10% of fixed dune habit
subject to natural processes

Vegetationstructure:
sward height

Centimetres

Maintain structural variation within sward

Vegetation Percentage cover at| Maintain range of subcommunities witlipical species
composition: typical a representative listed in Ryle et al. (2009)

species and sample of

subcommunities monitoring stops

Vegetation Percentage cover | Negative indicator species (including roatives) to

composition: negative
indicator species
(includingHippophae
rhamnoide}

represent less than 5% cover

Vegetation
compositia:
scrubl/trees

Percentage cover

No more than 5% cover or under control
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Clogher Head SAC Vegetated sea cliffs of
the Atlantic and Baltic
NPWS (2017 onservation coasts [1230]
Objectives: Clogher Head SA(C
001459. Version.INational
Parks and Wildlife Service,
Department of Arts, Heritage,
Regional, Rural an@aeltacht

Affairs.

Habitat length Kilometres Area stable, subject to natural processes, including
erosion. For the sulkite (Clogher Head) mapped, total
length of cliff sections: 1.63km

Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline, subject to natural processes

Physical structure:
functionality and
hydrological regime

Occurrence of
artificial barriers

No alteration to natural functioning of geomorphological
and hydrologicaprocesses, including groundwater qualit
due to artificial structures

Vegetation structure:
zonation

Occurrence

Maintain the range of sea cliff habitat zonations includin
transitional zones, subject to natural processes includin
erosion and successio

Vegetation structure:
vegetation height

Centimetres

Maintain structural variation within sward

soil nutrients

Vegetation Percentage cover at| Maintain range osubcommunities with typical species
composition: typical a representative listed in the Irish Sea Cliff Survey (Barron et al., 2011)
species and number of
subcommunities monitoring stops
Vegetation Percentage Negative indicator species (including roative species)
composition: negative to represent less than 5% cover
indicator species
Vegetation Percentage Cover of bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) on grassland
composition: bracken and/or heath less than 10%. Cover of woody species or
and woody species grassland and/or heath less than 20%
European dry heaths | Habitat area Hectares Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes
[4030] Habitat distribution Occurrence No decline, subject to natural processes
Ecosystem function: | Soil pH and Maintain soil nutrient status within natural range

appropriate nutrient
levels at a
representative
number of
monitoring stops

Community diversity

Abundance of
variety of vegetation
communities

Maintain variety of vegetation communities, subject to
natural processes

Vegetation
composition: lichens
andbryophytes

Number of species
at a representative

Number of bryophyte or nowrustose lichen species
present at each monitoring stop is at least three, exclud
Campylopus and Polytrichum mosses
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number of 2m x 2m
monitoring stops

Vegetation
composition:number
of positive indicator
species

Number of species
at a representative
number of 2m x 2m
monitoring stops

Number of positive indicator species present at each
monitoring stop is at least two

Vegetation
composition: cover of
positive indicator
speces

Percentage cover at
a representative
number of 2m x 2m
monitoring stops

Cover of positive indicator species at least 50% for
siliceous dry heath and 5@5% for calcareous dry heath

Vegetation
composition: dwarf
shrub composition

Percentagecover at
a representative
number of 2m x 2m
monitoring stops

Proportion of dwarf shrub cover composed collectively ¢
bogmyrtle (Myrica gale), creeping willow (Salix repens)
and western gorse (Ulex gallii) is less than 50%

Vegetation
composition: negave
indicator species

Percentage cover at
a representative
number of 2m x 2m
monitoring stops

Total cover of negative indicator species less than 1%

Vegetation
composition: non
native species

Percentage cover at
and in local vicinity
of, arepresentative
number of 2m x 2m
monitoring stops

Cover of nomative species less than 1%

Vegetation
composition: native
trees and shrubs

Percentage cover in
local vicinity of a
representative
number of
monitoring stops

Cover of scattered native treesd shrubs less than 20%

Vegetation
composition: bracken

Percentage cover in
local vicinity of a
representative
number of
monitoring stops

Cover of bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) less than 10%

Vegetation
composition: soft rush

Percentage cover in
local vicinity of a
representative

Cover of soft rush (Juncus effusus) less than 10%

Meath County Development Plan 22027

Natura Impact Report 00



cawley

number of
monitoring stops

Vegetation structure:
senescent ling

Percentage cover at
a representative
number of 2m x 2m
monitoring stops

Senescent proportion of ling (Calluna vulgaris) cover leg
than 50%

Vegetation structure:
signs of browsing

Percentage of
shoots browsed at a
representative
number of 2m x 2m
monitoring stops

Less than 33% collectively of the last complete growing
seasa's shoots of ericoids showing signs of browsing

Vegetation structure:
burning

Occurrence in local
vicinity of a
representative
number of
monitoring stops

No signs of burning in sensitive areas

Vegetation structure:
growth phases of ling

Percentage cover in
local vicinity of a
representative
number of
monitoring stops

Outside sensitive areas, all growth phases of ling (Callu
vulgaris) should occur throughout, with at least 10% of
cover in the mature phase

Physical structure:
disturbedbare ground

Percentage cover at
and in local vicinity
of, a representative
number of 2m x 2m
monitoring stops

Cover of disturbed bare ground less than 10%

Indicators of local
distinctiveness

Occurrence and
population size

No decline irdistribution or population sizes of rare,
threatened or scarce species associated with the habita

Special Protection Areas (SPAS)

European Site

Qualifying Interest

Conservation Objectives

Target Measure
Boyne Estuary SPA ShelduckTadorna Population Trend Percentage change | Long term population trend skde or increasing
SourceNPWS (2013) tadorna) A048 Distribution Range, timing and | No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity

Conservation Objectives: Boyr|
Estuary SPA 004080. Version
National Parks and Wildlife

intensity of use of
areas

use of areas by shelduck, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing
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Service, Department of Arts,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Oystercatcher
(Haematopus
ostralegu3 A130

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas bgystercatcher, other than that occurring
from natural patterns of variation

Golden Plover
(Pluvialis apricarip
A140

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of useof
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by golden plover, other than that occurring
from natural patterns of variation

Grey PloverRluvialis
squatarolg A141

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by grey plover, other than that occurring fr
natural patterns ofvariation

Lapwing Yanellus
vanellug A142

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
useof areas by lapwing, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Knot Calidris canutus
A143

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by knot, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

SanderlingCalidris
alba) Al144

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trendtable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by sanderling, other than that occurring fro
natural patterns of variation

Blacktailed Godwit
(Limosa limospA156

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use ofareas by blackailed godwit, other than that
occurring from natural patterns of variation

RedshankT(ringa
totanus) A162

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by redshank, other than that occurring fron|
natural patterns of variation

Turnstone Arenaria
interpre§ A169

Population Trend

Percentage change

Longterm population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by turnstone, other than that occurring fron
natural patterns ofvariation
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Little Tern Sterna
albifrong A195

Breeding population

abundance: apparently
occupied nests (AONS]

Number

No significant decline

Productivity rate:
fledged young per
breeding pair

Mean number

No significant decline

Distribution: breeding
colonies

Number; location;
area (Hectares)

No significant decline

Prey biomass available

Kilogrammes

No significant decline

Barriers to connectivity|

Number; location;
shape; area
(hectares)

No significant decline

Disturbance at the
breeding site

Level of impact

Human activities should occur at levels that do not
adversely affect the breeding little tern population

Wetlands A999 Habitat area Hectares The permanent area occupied by the wetland habitat
should bestable and not significantly less than the area
59ha, other than that occurring from natural patterns of
variation.

River Nanny Estuary and Shotl Oystercatcher Population Trend Percentage change | Long term population trend stable or increasing
SPA (Haematopus Distribution Range, timing and | There should be no significant decrease in the range,
ostralegu3 A130 intensity of use of | timing or intensity of use of areas by oystercatcher othe

SourceNPWS (2012)

areas

than that occurring from natural patterns of variation

Conservation Objectives: Rive
Nanny Estuary and Shore SP/
004158. Version 1.0ational
Parks and Wildlife Service,

Ringed Plover
(Charadrius hiaticula)
A137

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

There should be no significant decrease in the range,
timing or intensity of use of areas by ringed plowgner
than that occurring from natural patterns of variation

Department of Arts, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht.

Golden Plover
(Pluvialis apricarip
Al140

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

There should be no significant decrease in the range,
timing or intensity of use of areas by golden plover othe
than that occurring from natural patterns of variation

Knot Calidris canutus
Al143

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

There should be no significant decrease in the range,
timing or intensity of use of areas by knot other than tha
occurring from natural patterns ofariation

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing
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SanderlingCalidris
alba) Al144

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

There should be no significant decrease in the range,
timing orintensity of use of areas by sanderling other th
that occurring from natural patterns of variation

Herring Gulll{arus

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

argentatug A184

Distribution

Rangetiming and
intensity of use of
areas

There should be no significant decrease in the range,
timing or intensity of use of areas by herring gull other
than that occurring from natural patterns of variation

Wetlands A999

Wetland Habitat

Area (ha)

Thepermanent area occupied by the wetland habitat
should be stable and not significantly less than the area
230ha, other than that occurring from natural patterns o
variation

Lough Sheelin SPA

NPWS (2018Yonservation
objectives for LougBheelin
SPA [004065]. Generic Versiol
6.0.Department ofCulture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Great Crested Grebe

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

(Podiceps cristatys
A005

Source: NPWS (2011)
Conservation
Objectives for Dundalk
Bay SAC [000455] ang
Dundalk Bay SPA
[004026].Version 10
Department of Arts,
Heritage and the

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Gaeltacht.
Pochard Aythya No specific Conservation Objectives have been drafted for any SPA in Ireland, for which Pochard is th
ferina) A059 NEF&a2y F2NJ RSaAIyldAzyd ¢KS DSYSNAO / 2yTa @dh

SourceNPWS (2018)
Conservation
objectives for Lough
Sheelin SPA [004065]
Generic Version 6.0.
Department

of Culture, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht.

or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation Int¢

for this SPA &
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Tufted DuckAythya
fuligula) A061

SourceNPWS (2018)
Conservation
objectives for Lough
Sheelin SPA [004065]
Generic Version 6.0.
Department

of Culture, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht.

No specific Conservation Objectives have been drafted for any SPA in Ireland, for which Pochard is th
reason for designation. The Generic Conservation Objective for this Europeangsited A BoSmainthird Y
or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation Inte
for this SPA &

Goldeneye Bucephala
clangulg A067

SourceNPWS (2013)
Conservation
Objectives: Malahide
Estuary SPB04025.
Version 1National
Parks and Wildlife
Service, Department
of Arts, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht.

Population Trend Percentage change | Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution Range, timing and
intensity of use of

areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by goldeneye, other than that occurring fro
natural patterns of variation

River Boyne and Blackwater
SPA

SourceNPWS (2018)
Conservation objectives for
River Boyne and River
Blackwater SPA [004232].
Generic Version 6.0.
Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Kingfisher Alcedo
atthis) A229

No specific Conservation Objectives have been drafted for any SPA in Ireland, for which Kingfisher is
reason fordesignaty ® ¢ KS DSYSNARO /2y aSNBIF A2y h o BoIn@intadind
or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation Intg
for this SPA &

North Bull Island SPA

Population Trend

| Percentage change | Long term population trend stable or increasing
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SourceNPWS (2015)

Conservation Objectives: Nort|
Bull Island SPA 004006. Versi
1. National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Department of Arts,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Light bellied Brent
Goose Branta berniclal
hrota) A046

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by ligHiellied brent goose, other than that
occurring from naturapatterns of variation

ShelduckTadorna
tadorna)

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timingrdensity of
use of areas by shelduck, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Teal Anas crecch
A052

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by teal, other than that occurring from natu
patterns of variation

Pintail @nas acuta)
A054

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by pintail, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Shoveler Anas

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

clypeatg A056 Distribution Range, timing and | No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
intensity of use of use of areas bghoveler, other than that occurring from
areas natural patterns of variation

Oystercatcher Population Trend Percentage change | Long term population trend stable or increasing

(Haematopus Distribution Range, timing and | No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity

ostralegu3 A130 intensity of use of | use of areas by oystercatcher, other than that occurring

areas

from natural patterns of variation

Golden Plover
(Pluvialis apricarin
A140

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by golden plover, other than that occurring
from natural patterns ofrariation

Grey PloverRluvialis
squatarola)A141

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timingraensity of
use of areas by grey plover, other than that occurring fr
natural patterns of variation

Knot Calidris canutus
Al143

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by knot, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing
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SanderlingCalidris
alba) Al144

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by sanderling, other than that occurring fro
natural patterns of variation

Dunlin Calidris alpina
alpina) A149

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use ofareas by dunlin, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Blacktailed Godwit
(Limosa limospA156

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity ofuse of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by bladkiled godwit, other than that
occurring from natural patterns of variation

Bartailed Godwit
(Limosa lapponica
A157

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by baailed godwit, other than that
occurring from naturapatterns of variation

Curlew Numenius
arquata) A160

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timingraensity of
use of areas by curlew, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

RedshankTringa
totanus) A162

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by redshank, other than that occurring fron
natural patterns of variation

Turnstone Arenaria
interpreg A169

Population Trend

Percentage change

Longterm population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by turnstone, other than that occurring fron
natural patterns ofvariation

Blackheaded Gull
(Chroicocephalus
ridibundug A179

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the rangiening or intensity of
use of areas by bladkeaded gull, other than that
occurring from natural patterns of variation

Wetlands A999

Habitat area

Hectares

The permanent area occupied by the wetland habitat
should be stable and nafgnificantly less than the area o
1,713 hectares, other than that occurring from natural
patterns of variation.

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing
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South Dublin Bay and River
Tolka Estuary SPA

Light bellied Brent
Goose Branta berniclal
hrota) A046

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by ligHiellied brent goose, other than that
occurring from natural patterns of variation

SourceNPWS (2015)
Conservation Objectives: Sout
Dublin Bay and River Tolka
Estuary SPB04024. Version 1.

Oystercatcher
(Haematopus
ostralegu3 A130

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas bgystercatcher, other than that occurring
from natural patterns of variation

National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Department of Arts,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Ringed Plover
(Charadrius hiaticula)
Al137

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of useof
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by ringed plover, other than that occurring
from natural patterns of variation

Grey PloverRluvialis
squatarolg Al41

Grey Plover is proposed for removal from st of Special Conservation Interests for South Dublin Bay
River Tolka Estuary SPA. As a result, espiéeific conservation objective has not been set for this specig

Knot Calidris canutus
A143

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by knot, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

SanderlingCalidris
alba) A144

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas bganderling, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Dunlin Calidris alpina
alpina) A149

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by dunlin, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Bartailed Godwit
(Limosa lapponica
A157

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by bariled godwit, other than that
occurring from natural patterns ofariation

RedshankTringa
totanus) A162

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use ofareas by redshank, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing
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Blackheaded Gull
(Chroicocephalus
ridibundug A179

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by bladkeaded gull, other than that
occurring from natural patterns of variation

Roseate TernSterna
dougalli) A192

Passage population:
individuals

Number

No significant decline

Distribution: roosting
areas

Number; location;
area (hectares)

No significant decline

Prey biomass availabl¢ Kilogrammes No significant decline
Barriers to connectivityy Number; location; No significant increase
shape; area
(hectares)

Disturbance at roosting
site

Level of impact

Human activities should occur at levels that do not
adversely affect the numbers of roseate tern among the
postbreeding aggregation of terns

Common TernSterna
hirundg A193

Breeding population
abundance: apparently
occupied nests (AONS]

Number

No significant decline

Productivity rate:
fledged young per
breeding pair

Mean number

No significant decline

Passage population:
individuals

Number

Nosignificant decline

Distribution: breeding
colonies

Number; location;
area (Hectares)

No significant decline

Distribution: roosting
areas

Number; location;
area (Hectares)

No significant decline

Prey biomass availablg Kilogrammes No significant decline
Barriers to connectivityy Number; location; No significant increase
shape; area
(hectares)

Disturbance at
breeding site

Level of impact

Human activities should occur at levels that do not
adversely affect the breeding commaern population

Disturbance at roosting
site

Level of impact

Human activities should occur at levels that do not
adversely affect the numbers of common tern among th
post-breeding aggregation of terns
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Arctic Tern $terna Passage population Number of No significant decline
paradisaea A194 individuals
Distribution: roosting | Number; location; No significant decline
areas area (hectares)
Prey biomass availabl¢ Kilogrammes No significant decline
Barriers to connectivity Number;location; No significant increase
shape; area
(hectares)
Disturbance at roostind Level of impact Human activities should occur at levels that do not
site adversely affect the numbers of Arctic tern among the
post-breeding aggregation of terns
Wetlands A999 Habitat area Hectares The permanent area occupied by the wetland habitat

should be stable and not significantly less than the areal
2,192 hectares, other than that occurring from natural
patterns of variation

Baldoyle Bay SPA

SourceNPWS (2013)

Conservation Objectives:
Baldoyle Bay SPA 004016.
Version 1National Parks and
Wildlife Service, Department o

Arts, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht.

Brent GooseHranta

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term poplation trend stable or increasing

Bernicla hrotaA046 Distribution Range, timing and | No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
intensity of use of | use of areas by ligHiellied brent goose, other than that
areas occurring from natural patterns ofariation

ShelduckTadorna Population Trend Percentage change | Long term population trend stable or increasing

tadorna) A048

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use ofareas by shelduck, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Ringed Plover
(Charadrius hiaticula
A137

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by ringed plover, other than that occurring
from natural patterns of variation

Golden Plover
(Pluvialis apricarip
Al140

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by golden plover, other than that occurring
from natural patterns of variation

Grey PloverRluvialis
squatarola)A141

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in thiange, timing or intensity of
use of areas by grey plover, other than that occurring fr
natural patterns of variation

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing
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Bartailed Godwit
(Limosa lapponica)
A157

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by baniled godwit, other than that
occurring from natural patterns of variation

Wetlands A999

Habitat area

Hectares

The permanent area occupied by the wetland habitat
should be stable and not significantly less than the areal
263ha, other than that occurring from natural patterns o
variation

Rogerstown Estuary SPA

SourceNPWS (2013)
Conservation Objectives:
Rogerstown Estuary SPA
004015. Version National
Parks and Wildlife Service,
Department of Arts, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht.

Greylag Goosedhser
anse)) A043

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stabler increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by greylag goose, other than that occurring
from natural patterns of variation

Brent GooseRranta

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Bernicla hrotapA046 Distribution Range, timing and | No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
intensity of use of use of areas biight-bellied brent goose, other than that
areas occurring from natural patterns of variation

Shelduck Tadorna Population Trend Percentage change | Long term population trend stable or increasing

tadorna) A048

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by shelduck, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Shoveler Anas

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing

clypeatg A056 Distribution Range, timing and | No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
intensity of use of | use of areas by shoveler, other than that occurring from
areas natural patterns of variation

Oystercatcher Population Trend Percentage change | Long term population trend stable or increasing

(Haematopus Distribution Range, timing and | No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity

ostralegu3 A130 intensity of use of use ofareas by oystercatcher, other than that occurring

areas

from natural patterns of variation

Ringed Plover
(Charadrius hiaticula)
Al137

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by ringed plover, other than that occurring
from natural patterns of variation

Grey PloverRluvialis
squatarolg A141

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by grey plover, other than that occurring fr
natural patterns of variation

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing
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Knot Calidris canutus
A143

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timingrdaensity of
use of areas by knot, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Dunlin Calidria alpina

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

alpina) A149

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by dunlin, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Blacktailed Godwit

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

(Limosa limosaj\156

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by bladkiled godwit, other than that
occurring from naturapatterns of variation

RedshankTringa Population Trend Percentage change | Long term population trend stable or increasing

totanus) A162 Distribution Range, timing and | No significant decrease in the range, timingrdaensity of
intensity of use of use of areas by redshank, other than that occurring fron
areas natural patterns of variation

Wetlands A999 Habitat area Hectares The permanent area occupied by the wetland habitat

should be stable and not significantly less than the areal
646 hectares, other than that occurring from natural
patterns of variation

Malahide Estuary SPA

SourceNPWS (2013)

Conservation Objectives:
Malahide Estuary SPA 004025
Version 1National Parks and
Wildlife Service, Department o

Arts, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht.

Great Crested Grebe
(Podiceps cristatys
A005

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by great crested grebe, other than that
occurring from natural patterns of variation

Lightbellied Brent
Goose Branta bernicla
hrota) A046

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by ligHtellied brent goosegther than that
occurring from natural patterns of variation

ShelduckTadorna
tadorna) A048

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

Nosignificant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by shelduck, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Pintail @nas acuty
A054

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable amcreasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by pintail, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing
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GoldeneyeBucephala
clangulg A067

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by goldeneye, othbian that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Redbreasted
Merganser Kergus
serrator) A069

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

Nosignificant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by relireasted merganser, other than that
occurring from natural patterns of variation

Oystercatcher
(Haematopus
ostralegu3 A130

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by oystercatcher, other than that occurring
from natural patterns of/ariation

Golden Plover
(Pluvialis apricaria)
A140

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timingrdgensity of
use of areas by golden plover, other than that occurring
from natural patterns of variation

Grey PloverFRluvialis
squatarolg Al41

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by grey plover, other than that occurring
from natural patterns of variation

Knot Calidris canutus
Al143

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by knot, other than thatcurring from
natural patterns of variation

Dunlin Calidris alpina
A149

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in tlrange, timing or intensity of
use of areas by dunlin, other than that occurring from
natural patterns of variation

Blacktailed Godwit
(Limosa limospA156

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by bladhkiled godwit, other than that
occurring from natural patterns of variation

Bartailed Godwit
(Limosdapponica)
A157

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Range, timing and
intensity of use of
areas

No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity
use of areas by baniled godwit, other than that
occurring from natural patterns of variation

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing
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RedshankTringa Distribution Range, timing and | Nosignificant decrease in the range, timing or intensity

totanus) A162 intensity of use of | use of areas by redshank, other than that occurring fron
areas natural patterns of variation

Wetland and Habitat area Hectares The permanent area occupied by the wetland habitat

Waterbirds A999 should be stable and not significantly less than the areal

765 hectares, other than that occurring from natural
patterns of variation

Dundalk Bay SPA

Source: NPWS (2011)

Conservation Objectives for
Dundalk Bay SAC [000455] an
Dundalk Bay SFHR04026].
Version 1.0 Department of

Arts, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht.

Great Crested Grebe
(Podiceps cristatys
A005

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Greylag Goosedhser
anse) A043

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term populationrend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Lightbellied Brent
Goose Branta berniclal
hrota) A046

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or rangarefas
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

ShelduckTadorna
tadorna) A048

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Teal Anas crecca
A052

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Mallard @Anas
platyrhyncho¥ A053

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used byWaterbird species, other than that occurring fror|
natural patterns of variation

Pintail @nas acuty
A054

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing
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Common Scoter

Distribution

Number and range

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg

(Melanitta nigra)A065 of areas used by used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
waterbirds natural patterns of variation
Redbreasted Population Trend Percentage change | Long term population trend stable or increasing

Merganser Kergus
serrator) A069

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used byWaterbird species, other than that occurring fror|
natural patterns of variation

Oystercatcher
(Haematopus
ostralegus)A130

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areasused by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Ringed Plover
(Charadrius hiaticula)
A137

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Golden Plover
(Pluvialis apricaria)
A140

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areq
used byWaterbird species, other than that occurring fror|
natural patterns of variation

Grey PloverRluvialis
squatarolg A141

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areq
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Lapwing Yanellus
vanellug A142

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term populationrend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Knot Calidris canutus
A143

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbirgpecies, other than that occurring fron
natural patterns of variation

Dunlin Calidris alpina
A149

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of area
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trendtable or increasing
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Blacktailed Godwit
(Limosa limosaj\156

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Bartailed Godwit
(Limosa lapponica
A157

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbirégpecies, other than that occurring fron
natural patterns of variation

Curlew Numenius
arquata) A160

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of area
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

RedshankTringa
totanus) A162

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable amcreasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Blackheaded Gull
(Chroicocephalus
ridibundug A179

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areq
used byWaterbird species, other than that occurring fror|
natural patterns of variation

Common Gulll@rus
canug A182

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long term population trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by
waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areq
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg
natural patterns of variation

Herring Gulll(arus
argentatug A184

Population Trend

Percentage change

Long termpopulation trend stable or increasing

Distribution

Number and range
of areas used by

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by Waterbird species, other than that occurring frg

waterbirds natural patterns of variation
Wetland and Habitat area Hectares The permanent area occupied by the wetland habitat is
Waterbirds A999 stable and not significantly less than the areas of 8136,
4374 and 649 hectares respectively for subtidal, intertid
and supratidal habitats, other #n that occurring from
natural patterns of variation
Lough Kinale and Derragh Pochard Aythya No specific Conservation Objectives have been drafted for any SPA in Ireland, for which Pochard is th
Lough SPA ferina) A0O59 reason for designation. The Generic Conservation Objective for thit Eufoy & A G S ToAmintam ¢

or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation Inté

for this SPA @
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SourceNPWS (2018)
Conservation objectives for
Lough Kinale and Derragh
Lough SPA [004061]. Generic
Version 6.0Department of
Culture, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht.

Tufted DuckAythya
fuligula) A061

No specific Conservation Objectives have beeited for any SPA in Ireland, for which Tufted Duck is th
NEFa2y F2NJ RSaAdyldAaizyod ¢KS DSYSNARO
or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Spmw@atvation Interests

for this SPA ®

/ 2 yTé Saiitin i

Wetland and
Waterbirds A999

To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the wetland habitat at Lough Kinale ar
Derragh Lough SPA as a resource for the regebadurring migratoryWaterbirds that utilise it.

Garriskil Bog SPA

Source: NPWS (2018)
Conservation objectives for
Garriskil Bog SPA [004102]
Genericversion 6.0
Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Greenland White
fronted GooseAnser
albifrons flavirostriy
A395

Source: NPWS (2011)
Conservation
Objectives: Lough
Swilly SAC [002287]
and Lough Swilly SPA|
[004075] Version 1.0
National Parks and
Wildlife Service,
Department of Arts,
Heritage and the

Population trend Percentage change

Long term populdon trend stable or increasing

Distribution Number and range
of areas used by

waterbirds

No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
used by waterbird species, other than that occurring fro
natural patterns of variation

Source: NPWS (2018)
Conservation objectives for
Lough Derravarragh SPA
[004043]. Generiversion 6.0
Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Source: NPWS (2011)
Conservation
Objectives: Lagh
Swilly SAC [002287]
and Lough Swilly SPA
[004075] Version 1.0
National Parks and
Wildlife Service,

Department of Arts,

Gaeltacht.
LoughDerravarragh SPA Whooper Swan Population trend Percentage change | Long term population trend stable or increasing
(Cygnus cygnQsf038 | Distribution Number and range | No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg

of areas used by
waterbirds

used by waterbird species, other than that occurring fro
natural patterns of variation
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Heritage and the

Gaeltacht.
Pochard Aythya No specific Conservation Objectives have been drafted for any SPA in Ireland, for which Pochard is th
ferina) A0O59 NEBF&a2y F2NJ RSaAdyldAzyd ¢KS DSYSNAO / 2yTa Qaidin i

or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation Inte
Source: NPWS (2018)| for this SPA @

Conservation
objectives for Lough
Derravarragh SPA
[004043]. Generic
Version 6.0
Department of
Culture, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht.

Tufted DuckAythya No specific Conservation Objectives have been drafted for any SPA in IrelantidioiTufted Duck is the
fuligula) A061 NEF&a2y F2NJ RSaAdylGdAzyd ¢KS DSYSNAO / 2yTa Gaidin
or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation Int¢
Source: NPWS (2018)| for this SPA ©
Conservation
objectives for Lough
Derravarragh SPA
[004043]. Generic
Version 6.0
Department of
Culture, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht.

Coot Eulica altra Population trend Percentage change | Long term population trend stable or increasing

Al125 Distribution Number and range | No significant decrease in the numbers or range of areg
of areas used by used by waterbird species, other than that occurring fro

Source: NPWS (2011), waterbirds natural patterns of variation

Conservation
Objectives: Lough
Swilly SAC [002287]
and Lough Swilly SPA
[004075] Version 1.0
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National Parks and
Wildlife Service,
Department of Arts,
Heritage and the

Gaeltacht.
Wetland and To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the wetland habitat at Lough
Waterbirds A999 Derraghvarragh SPA as a resource for the regutardyirring migratory Waterbirds that utilise it.

Source: NPWS (2018)
Conservation
objectives for Lough
Derravarragh SPA
[004043]. Generic
Version 6.0
Department of
Culture, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht.

Lough Ennell SPA

Source: NPWS (2018)
Conservation objectives for

Lough Ennell SPA [004044].

Genericversion 6.0
Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Pochard Aythya
ferina) AO59

Source: NPWS (2018)
Conservation
objectives for Lough
EnnellSPA [004044].
GenericVersion 6.0
Department of
Culture, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht.

No specific Conservation Objectives have been drafted for any SPA in Ireland, for which Pochard is th
reason for designation. The Generic Conservation Objective fo® tHENR LIS | y & A ToSnaintdin 3
or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation Intg
for this SPA ®

Tufted DuckAythya
fuligula) A061

Source: NPWS (2018),
Conservation
objectives fotough
Ennell SPA [004044].

GenericVersion 6.0

No specific Conservation Objectives have been drafted for any SPA in Ireland, for which Tufted Duck
reason for designation. The Generic ConservatioB SO G A @S F2NJ (G KA & BododiBtaiaS |
or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation Inte
for this SPA @
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Department of
Culture, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht.

Coot Fulica altra Population trend Percentage change | Long term population trend stable or increasing

Al125 Distribution Number and range | No significant decrease in the numbers or range of area
of areas used by used by waterbird species, other than that occurring fro

Source: NPWS (2011) waterbirds natural patterns of variation

Conservation
Objectives: Lough
Swilly SAC [002287]
and Lough Swilly SPA
[004075] Version 1.0
National Parks and
Wildlife Service,
Department of Arts,
Heritage and the

Gaeltacht.
Wetland and To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the wetland habitat at Lough Ennell S
Waterbirds A999 resource for the regularkpccurring migratory Waterbirds that utilise it.

Source: NPWS (2018)
Conservation
objectives for Lough
Ennell SPA [004044].
GenericVersion 6.0
Department of
Culture, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht.
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Appendix CAA Analysis

Table CJAssessment of Policies/Objectives Volume 1: Written Statement

2. Core Strategy

2: Core Strategy

Policy

Any adverseaffects on European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

CS POL 1 To promote and facilitate the development of sustainable
communities in the County by managing the level of growth in each settlen
to ensure future gravth is in accordance with the Core Strategy and County
Settlement Hierarchy in order to deliver compact urban areas and sustainab
rural communities.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of policy and the integrity of
Europearsites. Development in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2
the CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

Objectives

Any adverse affects on European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

CS OBJ 1 To secure the implementation of the Core Strategy and Settlemel
Strategy, in so far as practicable, by directing growth towards designated
settlements, subject to the availability of infrastructure and services.

No.

Abserte of causesffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Development in settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the C
which has been fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

All individual planning applicatie will be screened for Appropriate Assessment a
AA where appropriate, as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HER OF

CS OBJ 2 To ensure that sufficient zoned lands are available to satisfy the
housing requirements of the County over tlifetime of the Plan.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

CS OBJ 3 To ensure the implementation of the population and housing grov
household allocation set out in the Core&#&gy and Settlement Strategy, in sc
far as practicable.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

CS OBJ 4 To achieve more compact growth by promoting the development
infill and biownfield/ regeneration sites and the redevelopment of underutilisg
land within and close to the existing built up footprint of existing settlements
preference to edge of centre locations.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage betweemmplications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDP which ha
fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.
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CS OBJ 5 To deliver at least 30% of all new homes inarrtareas within or
close to the existing built up footprint of settlements.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDiP valsibeen
fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

CS OBJ 6 To strengthen the social and economic structure of rural towns ar|
villages by supporting the fese of existing buildings and the regeneration of
under-utilised buildings and lands.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDP which ha
fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

All individual planing applications will be screened for Appropriate Assessment
statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HER GRJ 3

CS OBJ 7 To operate an Order of Priority for the release and development
residential lands with any lands identified asbeiiy 2 &G HAHC Q Y
RSOSt2LIVSY (G dzyGAf I FGSNI wnuHc Ay a9
identified.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.
Zoning in villages and sedthents is covered by Volume 2 of the CDP which has [
fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.
All individual planning applications will be screened for Appropriate Assessment
statutory requirement and in line with CDP HER 30.

CS OBJ 8 The existing Southern Environs of Drogheda Local Area Plan 2(
LAP) shall remain the statutory plan for the Southern Environs of Drogheda
such a time as it is replaced with a Joint Urban Plan for Drogheda in conjunt
with Louth Canty Council having regard to the requirements of the Report @
the Drogheda Boundary Review Committee (February 2017), the National
Planning Framework, and the Eastern and Midland Region Regional Spatia
Economic Strategy. This plan shall be reagktber with the County
Development Plan 2022026. The County Development Plan 262026 shall
take precedence if a conflict arises between the Plans and the conflicting
provision of the LAP shall cease to have effect.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkagebetween implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

The Southern Environs of Drogheda Local Area Plan@R095 was subject to AA
Screening, with subsequent amendments also subject to AA Screening therefor
been fully assessed. pifuture land use plans for the area will be subject to AA
Screening, and AA where appropriate, as a statutory requirement, and in line wi
CDP HER OBR2.3

CS OBJ™® prepare new local area plans for the following settlements within
the lifetime of thisPlan: Navan, Dunboyne, Ashbourne, Trim, Kells,
Dunshaughlin, Ratoath, BettystowraytowrrMornington EasDonacarney,
Duleek, Enfield, and Stamullen.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sitesZoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of tk
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

All future land use plans will be subject to AA Screening, and AA where appropr
as a statutory requirement, and in limgth CDP HER OB2..3
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CS 0OBJ 10 To prepare a Joint Vision and Urban Area Plan for Droghed
partnership with Louth County Council within the lifetime of this Plan in
accordance with the requirements of Regional Policy Objective 4.8 of the R
for the Eastern and Midland Region and the recommendations set out in the
Report of the Drogheda Boundary Review Committee published in February
2017.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.
Any future land use plans for the area will be subject to AA Screening, and AA W
appropriate, as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HERZJBI$8 in line
with RSES RPO 3.4 that requires all plans requiring consent that arise from the
to be subject to AA as appropriate). The RSES was also subject to AA.

CSOBJ11 To prepare a Joint Vision and Local Area Plan for Maynootl
partnership with Kildare County Council within the lifetime of this Plan in
accordance with the requirements of gienal Policy Objective 4.35 of the RSE
for the Eastern and Midland Region.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

Any future land use plans for the area will be subject to AA ScreeamigigAA where
appropriate, as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HERZJBI$@& in line
with RSES RPO 3.4 that requires all plans requiring consent that arise from the
to be subject to AA as appropriate). The RSES was also subject to AA.

CS 0OBJ12 To ensure that all settlements, in as far as practicable, deve
in a selfsufficient manner with population growth occurring in tandem with th
provision of physical and social infrastructure.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between impalations of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

CS 0OBJ 13 Support the implementation of the National Climate Change
Strategy and the National Climate Change Adaption Framework Building
Resilience to Climate Change 2012 through the County DewelapPlan and
through the preparation of a Climate Change Adaptation Plan in conjunction
with all relevant stakeholders.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Any future plans preparedw@C will be subject to AA Screenin
and AA where appropriate, as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HE
32.

csoBJ14 To support the economic growth of Meath as set out in the
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and the Economic pmaio Strategy
for County Meath 2012022,

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. The RSES was subject to AA.

CS 0OBJ 15 To continue to promote economic development along the
DublinBelfas Economic Corridor.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

CS 0OBJ 16 To support the creation of live work communities, in which
employment and residential accommodation are located aselproximity to
each other and strategic multhodal transport corridors, and to reduce long
distance commuter trends and congestion.

No.
Not enough geographic specificity. Absence of ceaffect linkage between
implications of objective and the integyibf European sites.

CS OBJ 17 To work closely with government departments and agencie
assist in the delivery of critical infrastructure that would facilitate the econon
growth of the county with particular reference to the development of thé to

Navan.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Tabld@aralland use
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plans or projects will be subject to AA Screening, and AA where appropriate, as
statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HER GBJ 3

The proposed Navan Rail Line includes a crossing of the River Boyne and Black
SAC and SPA at Batd and Navan. The potential for significant adverse effects v
identified in the AA Screening Report in September 2011.

Mitigation measures agreed and stated in the EIS and NIS for the proposed rail
have ensured that significant impacts have beeitably addressed.

3. Settlement & Housing

3: Settlement & Housing

Policy- Settlement Strategy

Any adverse affects on European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

SHPOL1 To ensure that all settlements, in as farmacticable, develop
in a selfsufficient manner with population growth occurring in tandem with th
provision of physical and social infrastructure.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

SH POL 2 To promote the consolidation of existing settlements and thi
creation of compact urban forms through the utilisation of infill and brownfiel
lands in preference to edge of centre locations.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implicatits of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDP which ha
fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

SH POL 3 To support the creation of healthy and sustainable
communitiesthat encourages and facilitates walking and cycling and general
physical activity through the implementation of best practices in urban desig
that promotes permeability and interconnecting spaces.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implicatiorsf objective and the integrity
of European sites.

Objectives- Settlement Strategy

Any adverse affects on European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

SHOBJ1 To secure the implementation of the Core Strategy an
Settlement Strategy, in so far as practicable, by directing growth towards
designated settlements, subject to the availability of infrastructure and servig

No. Absence of causaffect linkage between implications of objective and the
integrity of Eur@ean sites.

Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDP which ha
fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

SH OBJD ensure that sufficient zoned lands are available to satisfy the hot
requirements of theCounty over the lifetime of the Plan.

No. Absence of causaffect linkage between implications of objective and the
integrity of European sites.

SHOBJ3 To ensure the implementation of the population and housing

growth targets set out in thed@e Strategy and Settlement Strategy.

No. Absence of caussfect linkage between implications of objective and the
integrity of European sites.
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SH OBJ 4 To operate an Order of Priority for the release and development]
residential lands with any landsRSyY G A FASR |a o6SAy3
development until after 2026 in designated settlements.

No. Absence of causffect linkage between implications of objective and the
integrity of European sites.

Zoning in villages and settlements is caeby Volume 2 of the CDP which has be
fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

All individual planning applications will be screened for Appropriate Assessment
statutory requirement and in line with CDP HER 30.

SHOBJ5 To prepae new local area plans for the following settlements
within the lifetime of this Plan: Navan, Dunboyne / Dunboyne North / Cloneg
Ashbourne, Kells, Trim, Dunshaughlin, Ratoath, Bettystoaytiown

Mornington EasDonacarneyMornington, Oldcastle, Athboy, eek, and
Stamullen.

No. Absence of causffect linkage between implications of objective and the
integrity of European sites. Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Vol
of the CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Pable C

All future land use plans will be subject to AA Screening, and AA where appropr
as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HER @BJ 3

SHOBJ 6 The existing Southern Environs of Drogheda Local Area Plan 2
(The LAP) shall remdiine statutory plan for the Southern Environs of Droghe
until such a time as it is replaced with a Joint Urban Plan for Drogheda in
conjunction with Louth County Council having regard to the requirements of
Report of the Drogheda Boundary Review Cotteai(February 2017), the
National Planning Framework, and the Eastern and Midland Region Regioni
Spatial and Economic Strategy. This plan shall be read together with the Co
Development Plan 2022026. The County Development Plan 262026 shall
take precedence if a conflict arises between the Plans and the conflicting
provision of the LAP shall cease to have effect.

No. Absence of causaffect linkage between implications of objective and the
integrity of European sites.

The Southern Environs of Dilwggda Local Area Plan 202015 was subject to AA
Screening, with subsequent amendments also subject to AA Screening therefor
been fully assessed. Any future land use plans for the area will be subject to AA
Screening, and AA where appropriate, agautory requirement, and in line with
CDP HER OB2.3

SH OBJ 7To prepare a Joint Vision and Urban Area Plan for Drogheda in
partnership with Louth County Council within the lifetime of this Plan in
accordance with the requirements of Regional Policy Objective 4.11 of the R
for the Eastern and Midland Region.

No. Absence of causaffect linkage between implications of objective and the
integrity of European sites.

Any future land use plans for the area will be subject to AA Screening, and AA v
appropriate, as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDR BBJ3(also in line
with RSES RPO 3.4 that requires all plans requiring consent that arise from the
to be subject to AA as appropriate). The RSES was also subject to AA.

SH OBJ 8 To prepare a Joint Vision and Local Area Plan fortiviaynoc
partnership with Kildare County Council within the lifetime of this Plan in
accordance with the requirements of Regional Policy Objective **of the RSE
the Eastern and Midland Region.

No. Absence of causaffect linkage between implications of @ative and the
integrity of European sites.

Any future land use plans for the area will be subject to AA Screening, and AA V|
appropriate, as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HERZJBI$8 in line
with RSES RPO 3.4 that requires aliplequiring consent that arise from the RSE
to be subject to AA as appropriate). The RSES was also subject to AA.

SH OBJ 9 To develop Navan and the Southern Environs of Droghed:
primary development centres in Meath and to continue tommote Dunboyne

as a key settlement in the Metropolitan Area of Dublin. The long term growtl

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.
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these settlements shall be based on principles of balanced and sustainable
development that support a compact urban form and the integration of land
and transport.

Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDP which ha
fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

All indivdual planning applications will be screened for Appropriate Assessment
statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HER QBJ 3

SH OBJ 10 To ensure that in Villages no single application on a defil
parcel of land shall increase the eiigt housing stock by more than 15%.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDP which ha
fully assessed, results preged in Table C2.

SH OBJ 11 To continue to support the transition of Ashbourne towards &
Metropolitan Settlement by supporting its development as an enterprise and
employment hub and by strengthening links and connectivity between

Ashbourne and Dublin Airport and C@entre and the wider Metropolitan Area

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDP which ha
fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

SH OBJ 12 To support the preparation of a feasibility study exploring
potential of a future rail spur off the Navabublin Rail line from Dunshaughlin
to serve Ashbourne and Ratoath.

No.

Absence of auseeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites as this measure in the first instance relates to information
gathering and feasibility study that will inform future decision makEayly
consideration of Europeasites in any research/studies would have positive effect
on European sites and, where possible, should be integrated into research prop
Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDP which ha
fully assessed, results preged in Table C2.

Policy- Housing Strategy

Any adverse affects on European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

SH POL 4 To promote social integration and the provision of a range ¢
dwelling types in residential delopments that would encourage a mix of
tenure, particularly in any State funded house building programmes.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

SH POL 5 To secure a mix of housing ggand sizes, including single
storey properties, particularly in larger developments to meet the needs of
different categories of households.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

SHPOL 6 To support the provision of accommodation for older people
and for people with disabilities that would allow for independent and semi

independent living in locations that are proximate to town and village centre:
and services and amenities such asps) local healthcare facilities, parks and

community centres.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrit)
of European sites.
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Objectives- Housing Strategy

Any adverse affects on European site integrity as aulesf implementing the
Policy/Objective?

FOO2NRIYOS 6AGK (GKS /2dzyOAt Qa {2 OA
Government Policgs set out in Rebuilding Ireland: Action Plan for Housing &
Homelessness.

SH OBJ 13 To secure the implementation of the Meath Housing Strateq No.

20192025. Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Zoning in villages andisetents is covered by Volume 2 of the
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

SH OBJ 14 To support the delivery of social housing in Meath in No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

SH OBJ 15 To apply a 10% social housing requirement, pursuant to Pa|
of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, to land zoned for
residential use, or for a mixture of residential and other uses, except where |
development would be exempted from this requirement.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkagebetween implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

SH OBJ 16 To address the identified need to increase the supply of soi
housing in Trim, Ashbourne, Ratoath, Dunboyne, Dunshaughlin by seeking
provision of social housing additional to that required by way of Part V of the
Planning and Development Act 2008 @mended, subject to funding.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presémfEable C2.

SH OBJ 17 To review the Housing Strategy two years after the adoptior
the Development Plan as part of the mandatory Two Year Development Pla
review.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Any CDP amendments or variations would be subject to AA
Screening as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HER2ZOBJ 3

SH OBJ 18 ¢2 AYLXSYSyid (GKS waSlI ik /
Accommodation Programme 201 my Q | Yy Rueht grégragmded &
adopted during the lifetime of the Development Plan.

2 (
Sl

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

SH OBJ 19 To support the provision of accommodation that would satig
the requrements of people with a disability and the implementation of the
W{GNI GSTAO ttFy F2N | 2dz@aymapd SNER Y
subsequent Plan adopted during the lifetime of the Development Plan.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between impdations of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

SH OBJ 20 To support the implementation of thézkktl Regional
Homeless Action Plan 20P®20 and any other subsequent Homeless Action
Plans adopted during the lifetime of the Coyridevelopment Plan

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrit)
of European sites.

Objectives- Vacant Site Levy

Any adverse affects on European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

SH OBJ 21 To promote the development of vacant residential and

regeneration sites in all development centres in the County, as appropriate,

No.
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accordance with the requirements of the Urban Regeneration and Housing /
2015 (as amended).

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. All individual planning applications will be screened for
Appropriate Assessment as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HER
32.

Policy- Housing Development

Any adverse affects on European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

SH POL 7 To encourage and foster the creation of attractive, mixed ug
sustainable communities that include a suitable mix of hogisypes and
tenures with supporting facilities, amenities, and services that meet the neeg
the entire community and accord with the principles of universal design, in s
as practicable.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of @etive and the integrity
of European sites.

SH POL 8 To support the creation of attractive residential developmen
with a range of housing options and appropriate provision of functional publi
and private open space that is consistent with the stanldaand principles set
out in the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Residential
Development in Urban Areas and the associated Urban Design MaAuBEest
Practice Guide, DEHLG (2009) and any subsequent Guidelines.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

SH POL 9 To promote higher residential densities in appropriate
locations and in particular close to town centres and along public transport
corridors, in accordance with ¢hGuidelines for Planning Authorities on
Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas, DEHLG (2009).

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

SH POL 10 To require thatapplications for residential development take
an integrated and balanced approach to movement, place making, and
streetscape design in accordance with the requirements of the Design Mant
for Urban Roads and Streets, DTTS and DECLG (2013 and updatsd).in 20

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

SHPOL 11 To encourage improvements in the environmental
performance of buildings by promoting energy efficiency and energy
conservation in esting and new developments in line with best practice.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

SH POL 12 To promote innovation in architectural design that delivers
buildings of a high quiy that positively contributes to the built environment
and local streetscape.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

SH POL 13 To require that all new residential developments shalirbe
accordance with the standards set out in the Development Standards and L
Use Zoning Objectives set out in Chapter 11 of this Plan, in so far as is

practicable.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Development Standards and Land Use Zoning Objectives ha|
been subject to their own assessment, results presented in Table C2.
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Objectives- Housing Development

Any adverse affects on European site integrity as a resulingblementing the
Policy/Objective?

SH OBJ 22 To encourage a minimum density of 45 units/ha on centrally
located new residential, town centre, or mixed use zoned lands in Regional
Growth Centres and Key Towns.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between iplications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

SH OBJ 23 To encourage a minimum density of 45 units/ha on caiht
located residential, town centre, or mixed use zoned lands in proximity to
existing and future rail stations.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Zoning in villages and settlerméntovered by Volume 2 of the
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

SH OBJ 24 To encourage a density of 35 units/ha on edge of centre sit¢
in Regional Growth Towns and Key Towns.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage betweermiplications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

SH OBJ 25 To encourage a density of 35 units/ha on all lanatser! for
new residential, town centre, or mixed use development in-Seltaining
Growth Towns and SeBustaining Towns.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Zoning in villages andlsetents is covered by Volume 2 of the
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

SH OBJ 26 To encourage a density of 25 units/ha on lands zoned for n¢
residential development in Small Towns.

No.
Absence of causeffectlinkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

SH OBJ 27 To require new developments in Mijes and Rural Nodes to
take cognisance of the prevailing scale and pattern of development in the ar

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Zoning in villages and settlements is cowsr&tblume 2 of the
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

SH OBJ 28 To seek that all new residential developments on zoned lan
in excess of 20 residential units provide for a minimum of 5% universally

designed units in accordy OS A GK G KS NXIj dzA NBYSy]
9OSNE2ySY ! ! YyAGSNEIf 5SaidyQ RSGS
Universal Design (National Disability Authority).

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrit
of European sites. Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented in Table C2.

SH OBJ 29 To require that all new residential development applications
50 units or more are accorapied by a Social Infrastructure Assessment (SIA
determine if social and community facilities in the area are sufficient to provi
for the needs of the future residents in accordance with the requirements of

L2fAOE {h/ th[ c AY GIN&SI SB/EQY YodzyKA (L3

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrit)
of European sites. Zoning in villages and settlements is covered by Volume 2 of
CDP which has been fully assessed, results presented e Tab
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4: Economy and Employment

4: Economy and Employment

Policyc Vision for the Economy and Employment Strategy

Any adverse affects on European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

EDPOL1 To facilitate andsupport the continued growth of the econom
in the County in a sustainable manner and in accordance with the National
Planning Framework (NPF) and the Regional Spatial and Economic Strateg
RSES).

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implicatiorsf objective and the integrity
of European sites.

Both the NPF and the RSES were subject to AA.

Policy- Development Plan Economic & Employment Strategy

Any adverse affects on European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

EDPOL 2 To support and facilitate the economic development of the
county in accordance with the Economic Strategy 2RQ22 or its replacement.
There will be a general presumption against development that would prejudi
the implementation of the Economicr&tegy.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. The Meath Economic Strategy was subject to AA Screening.
Any plans or projects resulting from the Economic Strategy will be subject to AA
Screening as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HER2ZOBJ 3

ED POL 3 ¢2 SyO2dzNI} 3S G(GKS LINRPQGAAAZY
which employment, residency and sustainable transport facilities are locatec
close proximity to each other, to deice long distance commuter trends and
congestion.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites

ED POL 4 To identify and promote a range of locations within the Coul
for different types of engrprise activity including international business and
technology parks, small and medium enterprises (SME) and micro enterprisi
centres.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Land Use #anObjectives have been subject to their own
assessment, results presented in Table C2.

ED POL 5 To ceoperate with local and national development agencies|
and engage with existing and future employers in order to maximise job
opportunities in the County

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

ED POL 6 To ensure that people intensive developments are located
close to strategic public transport networks.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkag between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites

ED POL 7 To support stadup businesses and small scale industrial
enterprises throughout the County.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and thiegrity
of European sites

ED POL 8 To encourage and facilitate small indigenous industries, at
appropriate locations with good communication infrastructure, in recognition

No.
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their increasing importance in providing local employment and helping to
stimulate economic activity within small communities.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Land Use Zoning Objectives have been subject to their own
assessment, results presented in Table C2

ED POL 9 To support the use of town centre locations for new service
focused enterprises.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites

ED POL 10 To ensure that zoning for employment uses tdlcarried out
in a manner which protects investment in the national road network, in

FOO2NRIYOS 6AGK [/ KFELWGSNI H 2F GKS 5
National Roads.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and theegrity
of European sites

ED POL 11 To require that all new developments with over 100

employees shall have a mobility management Plan, (Refer to Chapter 11
Development Management Standards and Land Use Zoning Objectives Sec
6.7.)

No.
Absence of case-effect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

ED POL 12 Tosuppazty aA RSNBR S@Syia 2y I
do not impact on sensitive coastal environments (e.g. dune systems, coastq
wetlands and estuaries) and are compliant with the requirements of the Hab
Directive and other environmental considerations.

No. The coastal areas of Laytown/Bettystown/Mornington
East/Donacarney/Mornington areas are adjoining/in close proximity to a number
estuarine and coastal European sites. These areas are vulnerable to increases
visitor numbers and development.

The plicy refers to the need for any proposals to be comply with the Habitats
Directive (i.e. be subject to the Appropriate Assessment process, and to demon
that they will not negatively affect the integrity of any European site(s)). It shoulc
noted that this policy will only be capable of full implementation after the necess
ecological surveys have been undertaken at project level to inform an AA Scree
and where appropriate AA.

Objectives- Development Plan Economic & Employment Strategy

Anyadverse affects on European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

EDOBJ 1 To address the rate of out bound commuting, the highest of
Fye /2dzyGe Ay GKS {{FGSz 6AGK GKS
strategic settlements served by sustainable transport, thereby improving qué
of life, encouraging volunteerism a and community engagement.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

ED OBJ 2 To continue to promote Meath as a strategically located
economic and employment hub within the Greater Dublin Area.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrit)
of European sites.

ED OBJ 3 To continue to work with key state agencies and other
stakeholders to develop opportunities for employment creation in the county

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.
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ED OBJ 4 To identify suitable locations and support the provision of
co-working facilities, digital hubs/eHubs and eWorking centres throughout th
County that function as outreach hubs for eltgsed employers and promote
flexible working arrangesmts.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

ED OBJ 5 To work with Irish Water and other infrastructure providers, t
support the provision of services and facilities to accommodate the future
economic growth of the County and to seek to reserve infrastructure capacit
for employment generatingses.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. All individual planning applications will be screened for
Appropriate Assessment as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HER
32.

ED OBJ 6 To acquire suitable land (subject to the availability of fundini
including where appropriate, disused sites in State ownership, for creative a
innovative entrepreneurial initiatives and the provision of clustered incubatol
units.

No.
Absene of causeeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Land Use Zoning Objectives have been subject to their own
assessment, results presented in Table C2.

Any amendments/variations to the CDP will be subject tdSa&feening as a statutor
requirement, and in line with CDP HER OBJ 3

Objectives- Economic AreasMetropolitan Area: Dunboyne

Any adverse affects on European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

ED OBJ 7 Topromote an educational partnership with accessible third
level institutions such as NUI Maynooth, UCD, Trinity, Blanchardstown DIT
Dunboyne College of Further Education and existing and future businesses
the Council. To promote Dunboyne as an emgpient base with direct access ti
a pool of skilled graduates and encourage the location of start up businesse
the area.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

ED OBJBncourage mix@use settlement forms and sustainable centres, in
which employment, residency, education and local services / amenities are
located in close proximity to each other.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and thiegrity
of European sites.

ED OBJ® encourage the development of synergies between Dunboyne No
and Maynooth Environs in relation to complementary Life Science / SMART
campuses in partnership and collaboration with established third level
institutions.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

Objectives- Economic Areas: Maynooth

Any adverse affects on European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

EDOBJ 10 In accordance with RPO 4.33 of the Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy, to support the continued development of Maynooth, co
ordinated with the delivery of strategic infrastructure including pedestrian an

cycle linkages within the town and tbe Royal Canal Greenway, DART

No.
Proposed developments and individual planning applications will be obliged to b
screened for AA as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HER.OBJ 3
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expansion and road linkages forming part of the Maynooth Outer Orbital Ro!
in a manner which supports future development and population growth and
builds on synergies with Maynooth University promoting a knowledggsed
economy.

The RSES was subject to AA and also includes RPO 3.4 that requires all plans,
and activities requiring consent that arise from the RSES to be subject to AA as
appropriate.

ED OBJ 11 To further key linkages and partnerships with Maynooth
University including the branding of the area as a centre of excellence in the
knowledge base@conomy.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

ED OBJ 12 To work with Kildare County Council to further develop the
area as an attractor for Life Sciences, High Tech, Bio TecResZBrch &
Development employment. The council in conjunction with Kildare County
Council will work with Irish Water and other agencies to ensure the delivery
key infrastructure to facilitate future development.

No.

Absence of causeffectlinkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Land Use Zoning Objectives have been subject to their own
assessment, results presented in Table C2. All individual planning applications
screened for Appropriate Assessnt as a statutory requirement, and in line with
CDP HER OR2 3

ED OBJ 13 To promote the development of high quality tourism, leisure
and complementary activities that can build on and complement the existing
attractions in the area which include Cartblouse and Demense, the town of
Maynooth and Maynooth University to provide a destination venue of nation
significance.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Land Use Zoning Objectiaa® been subject to their own
assessment, results presented in Table C2. All individual planning applications \
screened for Appropriate Assessment as a statutory requirement, and in line wit
CDP HER OR2 3

ED OBJ 14 It is a priority for the Cousil to deliver on the significant
potential of the lands in the Maynooth Environs, a designated strategic
employment site to create a unique employment hub centred on a high tech|
G§SOK OF YLMza 6AGKAY (GKS flyR&X &dzJL
mixture of employment, residential, community and tourism uses to be
progressed following the preparation of Master Plans. Said Master Plans sh
agreed in writing with the Executive of Meath County Council in advance of |
lodgement any planning afipation. This area can accommodate increased
building height which shall be addressed as part of the Master Plans. (Pleas
refer to Volume Maynooth Environs Written Statement for detailed
requirements in respect of the Master Plan)

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Land Use Zoning Objectives have been subject to their own

assessment, results presented in Table C2. Any Master Plan being prepared for
site will also be subject to A3creening as a matter of law. All individual planning

applications will be screened for Appropriate Assessment as a statutory requirer
and in line with CDP HER OBRJ 3

Objectives- Economic Areag Regional Growth Centre: Drogheda

Any adverse affecten European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?
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ED OBJ 15 To develop in conjunction with Louth County Council and ot
stakeholders a strategy for the expansion and economic development of
Drogheda as part of a joint visioné Urban Plan for Droghet{a

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Future plans will be subject to AA Screening as a statutory
requirement, and in line with CDP HER OBJ 3

ED OBJ 16 Tocontinue to support and promote the inherent economic
potential of the M1 corridor, building upon existing strengths. There will be a
focus on developing the corridor as a distinct spatial area with international
visibility;

No.
Absence otauseeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

ED OBJ 17 To develop the Drogheda IDA Business Park (Donore Road
adjoining land as a location for economic investment. There is significant sci
in the IDA Bsiness Park for further expansion which will be prioritised by the
Council in conjunction with the IDA,;

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

The Southern Environs of Drogheda Local Alea 2009; 2015 was subject to AA
Screening, with subsequent amendments (incorporating land use zoning in this
were also subject to AA Screening therefore has been fully assessed. LAP obje
HL12 requires AA to be carried out in respect of aay jpr project within the LAP
area. Any future land use plans, project proposals/planning applications for the
will be subject to AA Screening, and AA where appropriate, as a statutory
requirement and in line with CDP HER OBJ 3

ED OBJ 18 To promotean educational partnership with accessible third
level institutions such as Dundalk DIT and Drogheda Institute of Further
Education and existing businesses and the Council.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the grity
of European sites.

ED OBJ 19 To promote the Southern Environs of Drogheda as an
employment base and encourage the location of start up businesses in the ¢

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

ED OBJ 20 To encourage the development of employment lands at
NEFyahz2éey YR aiff w2l &xaN]NE K 2w2Yl
these locations.

No.

Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the iniggr
of European sites. Land Use Zoning Objectives have been subject to their own
assessment, results presented in Table C2. All individual planning applications
screened for Appropriate Assessment as a statutory requirement, and in line wit
CDP HE OBJ2&

ED OBJ 21 To encourage the further development of high value added
employment and financial services in the Drogheda Environs.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites. Land Use Zoning Objectives have been subject to their own
assessment, results presented in Table C2. All individual planning applications \

4 As required by the boundary committee review.
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screenel for Appropriate Assessment as a statutory requirement, and in line with
CDP HER OBR2. 3

ED OBJ 22 To seek to maximise the tourism potential of the significant
tourism hub within the Boyne Valley region which includes the UNESCO W(
Heritage Site of Brna Bdinne, the Battle of the Boyne Site at Oldbridge and
coastal area of East Meath stretching from Mornington to Gormonston whils
ensuring the environmental protection of sensitive and protected coastal
habitats and landscape.

The UNESCO World Hage Site and Battle of the Boyne site adjoin or are locate
close proximity to the River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC and SPA. The co:
area of East Meath from Mornington to Gormanstown is located adjoining or in ¢
proximity to the Boyne Coasind Estuary SAC, Boyne Estuary SPA, River Nanny
Estuary and Shore SPA. These areas are vulnerable to increases in visitor num
and development. This objective will only be capable of full implementation after
necessary ecological surveys have baedertaken at project level to inform an AA
Screening and where appropriate AA.

Other Objectives in this CDP will bolster the level of protection for European sitg
including HER OB2.3

Objectives- Economic Areag Key Town: Navan

Any adverse affectsm European site integrity as a result of implementing the
Policy/Objective?

ED OBJ 23 To promote the Key Town of Navan as a primary centre of
employment in the County so that its significant residential population will hg
employment opportunities withireasy distance of their homes, thereby
reducing outbound commuting.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

ED OBJ 24 To implement the extension of the Dunboyne/M3 Parkway T
line to Navan during the Midterm review of the Regional Spatial and Econom
Strategy, in accordance with Table 8.2 of the Regional Spatial and Economi
Strategy.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European $és. The RSES was subject to AA and also includes RPO 3.4 that
requires all plans, projects and activities requiring consent that arise from the R
to be subject to AA as appropriate. All future land use plans or projects will be
subject to AA Screeningnd AA where appropriate, as a statutory requirement, af
in line with CDP HER ORJ 3
The proposed Navan Rail Line includes a crossing of the River Boyne and Black
SAC and SPA at Bonfield and Navan. The potential for significant adverse effec
identified in the AA Screening Report in September 2011. Mitigation measures
agreed and stated in the EIS and NIS for the proposed rail line have ensured th
significant impacts have been suitably addressed.

ED OBJ 25 To recognise the significance of tRegional Hospital as a
catalyst for significant employment opportunities in accordance with RPO 4.
of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of Europearsites.

Any future projects for the area will be subject to AA Screening, and AA where
appropriate, as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HERZQBI$& in line
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with RSES RPO 3.4 that requires all plans requiring consent that arise from e
to be subject to AA as appropriate). The RSES was also subject to AA.

ED OBJ 26 In accordance with RPO 4.42 of the Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy, to support the delivery of road infrastructure to release
strategic residential and employment lds for sustainable development and tg
improve connectivity and the efficient movement of people and services in
Navan.

No.

Not enough geographic specificity, absence of caaffect linkage between
implications of objective and the integrity of Europeates.

Any future developments/projects will be subject to AA Screening, and AA wher
appropriate, as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HERZJQBI$& in line
with RSES RPO 3.4 that requires all plans requiring consent that arise from the
to be subject to AA as appropriate). The RSES was also subject to AA.

ED OBJ 27 To promote Navan as an employment base and encourage
location of startup businesses in the area.

No.
Absence of causeffect linkage between implications of objectigad the integrity
of European sites.

ED OBJ 28 To promote an educational partnership with accessible thirc
level institutions such as UCD, Trinity, DCU, DKIT and Blanchardstown IT a
existing businesses, future employers and the Council.

No.
Absence of auseeffect linkage between implications of objective and the integrity
of European sites.

ED OBJ 29 To promote the further development of the Navan IDA
Business & Technology Park as one of the strategic sites for economic
investment in Meath as identdd in the Economic Development Strategy 2014
2022.

The Navan IDA Park adjoins the River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC and S¥
area is vulnerable to development.

The Economic Development Strategy 2@D22 was subject to AA Screening. The
Navan Devapment Plan (and subsequent variations) in which the land was zong¢
was also subject to AA Screening, therefore has been fully assessed. In additio
development in settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDP which has been
assessed, results presed in Table C2.

Any future development applications for the area will be subject to AA Screening
and AA where appropriate, as a statutory requirement and in line with CDP HER
32.

ED OBJ 30 In accordance with RPO 4. 47 of the Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy, support the development of strategic employment lands
the Trim Road in Navan, subject to the outcome of appropriate environment
assessments and the planning process.

Land zonings in settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDR hdsdeen fully
assessed, results presented in Table C2.

Any future developments/projects will be subject to AA Screening, and AA wher
appropriate, as a statutory requirement, and in line with CDP HERZJBI$@& in line
with RSES RPO 3.4 that requlans/projects requiring consent that arise from
the RSES to be subject to AA as appropriate). The RSES was also subject to A
the objective acknowledges the need for environmental assessment.

ED OBJ 31 To promote the development of the Strateg=employment
lands at Farganstown for high technology general enterprise and employme
uses (E1/ E2 zoning).

Land zonings in settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDP which has beer
assessed, results presented in Table C2.

Any future developments/projects will be subject to AA Screening, and AA wher
appropriate, as a statutory requirement, and in lwé&h CDP HER OB2 3
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ED OBJ 32 To continue to develop Navan as a Level Il Town Centre an
primary retail location within the County. A variety of comparison shopping v
be encouraged within the town in order to stem the comparison retail leakag
the wider region.

Land zonings in settlements is covered by Volume 2 of the CDP which has beer
assessed, results presented in Table C2.

Any future developments/projects will be subject to AA Screening, and AA wher
appropriate, as a statutory requiremg and in line with CDP HER OBJ 3

ED OBJ 33 To support the implementation of the Pub