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Our mission is to drive the Economic, Social and Cultural 
Growth of County Meath, to protect and enhance the 
Environment and to achieve this in a balanced manner that is 
inclusive of all our citizens. This Litter Management Plan 
aims to set out objectives to educate people to prevent and 
control lit ter in this the Royal County so as to make it a place 
people desire to visit, live, work and invest in. 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 
County Meath, located on the east 
coast of Ireland and in the greater 
Dublin region, occupies an area of 
234,490 hectares (579,425 acres). Its 
population, according to the 2016 
Census was 195,044, with 73,757 
dwellings. There are 121 primary 
schools and 23 second level schools 
in the county which cater for 
approximately 40,000 school 
children. 
 
The physical landscape of the county 
ranges from a short coastline of 
12km in the east to tracts of peat land 
and raised bogs in the  southwest, 
rolling drumlin hills in the north, and 
the rich pastures of the Boyne and 
Blackwater valleys. 
 
 
Meath County Council have a vision 
of County Meath being recognised 
locally, nationally and internationally, 
not only as excellent place to live, but 
also to visit and in which to invest. 

 
As well as being renowned for the 
quality of its employment 
opportunities and the strength and 
viability of its communities, its 
culture, scenery and in particular its 
heritage, are great attractions for 
tourists to visit here.  
 
Our mission is to drive the 
economic, social and cultural growth 
of our County, to protect and 
enhance the environment and to 
achieve this in a balanced manner 
that is inclusive of all its citizens.  

 
Costs associated with litter 
 
Each year Meath County Council 
spends in the region of û2.5 million 
in litter management throughout the 
county. This equates to 5% of the 
entire County Councilõs annual 
spend. û1.5 million is spent on street 
sweeping, with the remainder spent 
on waste enforcement and  other 
litter related services including the 
litter warden service.  
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Illegal and indiscriminate Dumping is a constant occurrence across 
the whole county, from scenic areas of natural beauty such as our 
beaches, to the town centre where bags of household waste are 
deposited, under cover of darkness, beside legitimate household bins 
or street litter receptacles, to be pulled apart by vermin and birds.   
 
This type of waste is costly to remove, it destroys our enjoyment of the 
places in which we live and it can put off Tourists and Investors, 
jeopardising future economic development. 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Why Protect Our County?      
 
County Meath is steeped in heritage and history. It is rich in archaeological sites, 
including many passage tombs such as the historical Newgrange, and the acclaimed 
Hill of Tara. The towns of Kells and Trim are designated heritage towns, and 
scattered throughout the rest of the county are many historical sites such as of 
castles, abbeys and high crosses of great national and, in some cases, international 
importance. The role of tourism, therefore, as a source of employment and revenue 
for the county is not insignificant and Meath Tourism, along with other tourist 
service providers in the county, are continuously promoting and developing the 
county as a tourist destination. 
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Effects of Litter on the County 
 
For all the Countyõs beauty and natural resources, litter remains a serious threat.  
Its presence devalues our living environment, generates a negative impression of 
our County and places a huge financial burden on County Council finances.  Litter 
pollution does not just affect towns and villages but also our roadsides, protected 
areas, amenity areas, beaches, bogs, etc. By allowing this very visible form of 
pollution to continue, it will have an adverse affect on us who live and work in the 
county and also those who visit us and who are critical to our economy during 
these difficult economic times. 

 

LEGISLATION  
 

The Litter Pollution Act 1997 (as amended):  Section 10 of the Litter Pollution 

Acts, 1997-2009, requires each local authority to review its Litter Management 

Plans every three years. This Plan covers the period 2022 ð 2024.  

 

The first LMP for Meath was made in 1999 and has been reviewed six times since.  

The Litter Management Plan 2022-2024 will build on the experience gained from 

and from the considerable investment and improvement in Anti Litter Activity 

across the county and country.  

 

The Process for the Litter Management Plan 2022-2024 is as follows: 

 

 
 

Draft Plan

ωConsultation with relevant LA Sections and Staff

ωEvaluation of current litter problems and of previous plan

ωAny Relevant Changes in Recent and Upcoming Legislation

Publish Draft , Consult with and invite Submissions from:

ωElected Members

ωMembers of Public

ωInterested bodies

Review and Publish New Plan

ωTaking into account and making amendments to draft following any 
relevant submissions  made

ωElected Members Adopt Plan

ωFull Litter Management Plan is published
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Bye-Laws Where any issue of litter is already legislated for under existing Bye-

Laws, this Litter Management Plan also gives recognition to, and supports existing 

Meath Bye-Laws such as: 

 

¶ Parks and Playground Bye-Laws 2014 

¶ Meath County Council Foreshore Bye-Laws 2010 as Amended 

¶ Waste Management (Storage, Presentation and Segregation of Household 

and Commercial Waste) Bye-laws 2018 

 

¶ Eastern Midlands Regional Waste Management Plan 2015- 2021 ð This 

Litter Management will have regard to all provisions of the EMRWP. 

¶ Meath County Council Climate Action Strategy  

 

 

PENALTY / ON SPOT FINES  
 

Leaving or throwing litter in a public place or in any place that is visible 

from a public place is an offence which can be subject to an on the spot fine 

of û150 or a maximum court fine of û4,000.  A person convicted of a litter 

offence will also be required to pay the local authorityõs costs and expenses 

in investigating the offence and bringing the prosecution to court, including 

legal fees.  
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Evaluating the Main Litter Challenges 
 

Before evaluating any issues to be tackled we first consider the definition of Litter.  

The definition of litter is quite wide and includes graffiti, fly tipping, domestic 

refuse placed in County Council receptacles, casual pieces of paper or cigarette 

related litter, signage and anything else, large or small, which is, or is likely to 

become unsightly. 

 

Section 2 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 defines litter as òa substance or object, 

whether or not intended as waste (other than waste within the meaning of the 

Waste Management Act 1996, which is properly consigned for disposal) that, when 

deposited in a place other than a litter receptacle or other place lawfully designated 

for the deposit, is or is likely to become unsightly, deleterious, nauseous or 

unsanitary, whether by itself or with any such substance or object, and regardless 

of its size or volume or the extent of the depositó. 

 
We also consider the Impact of Litter, which as well as being unsightly, has many 

detrimental aspects which affect the ability of the County to develop to its full 

potential ð 

 

× The Social Impact on a town, community and individual and the 
negative effect on the psyche. 

× The desire of the County to market itself better as a tourist 
destination will continue to be hampered by a careless attitude to 
litter. 

× How potential investors with options of places to invest in will view a 
clean vibrant county as opposed to a dirty polluted one.  

× Litter attracts more litter, which attracts more litter, ad infinitum... 
× Money spent on cleaning up litter could be better spent on providing 

enhanced amenities in our towns and villages. 
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While evaluating the existing litter problem areas in the County the following 

methods of evaluation were referred to: 

 

¶ Complaints raised and logged on our in-house call logging system (Sugar) 

¶ Complaints forwarded through the EPA Litter line Reporting System 

(NECL), Fix your Street and other bodies 

¶ Surveys carried out by our Litter Warden, Irish Business Against Litter and 

National Litter Pollution Monitoring Surveys 

¶ Submissions and Complaints received from local Voluntary and 

Representative Groups. 

¶ Activity of Councils Waste Collection Service ð from illegal dumping and 

co-ordinated Clean Up collections. 

 

The following have been determined as the main generators of litter in Meath 

County Council: 

 

Illegal dumping in the countryside including forestsð the most visible, costly and 

damaging type of litter and the subject of most complaints with known Litter 

Blackspots in particular need of attention. 

 

Passing Motorists and Pedestrians tipping ðthe largest causative factors of 

litter, which involves single use packaging litter ð disposable coffee cups, plastic 

drinks bottles, cans, chewing gum, sweet and crisp papers etc. ôDashboard Diningõ 

is now a high level litter generator and will be targeted in this plan. 

 

Dog Fouling ð Dog Fouling is a major source of litter in urban areas and 

generates a significant amount of complaints, despite increased signage, public 

awareness campaigns. It is noted that dog ownership has increased significantly in 

recent years.  

 

Illegal and Unauthorised signage ð the proliferation of unauthorised signage 

along the public road for events, businesses etc are the cause of many complaints. 

A number of signage policies and procedure documents or County Meath are 

affixed at Appendix to this Plan.  

 

Convenience Food Outlet /Outdoor Dining ð The high numbers of such 

facilities has seen a sharp increase in the volumes of litter disposed in and around 
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the vicinity of fast food and convenience food outlets.  Disposable food and drink 

containers now account for a significant portion of litter in urban centres and on 

rural roads.  The Covid pandemic saw a further increase in this type of litter with 

hospitality premises closed to indoor dining, with outdoor dining, picnics and 

dashboard dining increasing accordingly.   

 

Abandoned Cars ð Cars are often abandoned on roadsides and on public open 

spaces, including residential estates.  End of Life Vehicles are classed as hazardous 

waste.  Abandoning a vehicle is an offence under Section 71 of the Waste 

Management Act 1996. Under Section 9 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 

abandoned vehicles in public places can be ordered to be removed to prevent the 

creation of further litter, and fines may be issued for contravention of Section 6 of 

the same Act.   

 

Major and Minor Events generating litter ð Events such as sporting events, 

concerts, festivals etc. can generate a substantial amount of litter. The nature of 

the litter is usually casual and package related.  Events Management Plans deal with 

waste and litter arising as part of the planning process for large events. 

 

 

Summer 2021, at Bettystown Beach ð Wille Dillon Photography 
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RESPONSIBILITIES  
 
The Responsibilities of the Local Authority are: 
 

¶ To take all practical measures to allow for the prevention, control and 
correct disposal of litter  

¶ Take steps to promote awareness of litter pollution and its effect on the 
environment 

¶ Encourage participation from the public and businesses of the county in 
preventing and overcoming litter pollution 

¶ To provide access to appropriate facilities/receptacles and waste bins for its 
citizens and to arrange for regular emptying and cleaning 

¶ Enforce the law and apply the necessary penalties and legal sanctions 
 

Responsibilities of businesses include: 

¶ To keep the immediate area and up to 100m of the premises litter free. 

¶ To keep any private land visible from public place free from litter. 

¶ Persons owning, operating or in charge of mobile outlets and those who 
organise major events have additional responsibilities. 

¶ To ensure there is no placement of unauthorised advertisements or public 
notices in public places. 

¶ Not to place advertising flyers on cars. 

¶ To ensure that transporting material does not cause litter and that the 
material is sufficiently secured and does not cause litter.  

 
Responsibilities of the public include: 
 

¶ Any owner or occupier of property which can be seen from a public place is 
obliged to keep the property free of litter. Failure to keep property free of litter 
can result in a fine or prosecution by Meath County Council. 

¶ Not to create litter in a public place or a place visible from a public road.  

¶ The public must ensure that waste material is disposed of in a waste receptacle or 
bin, or in an authorised waste facility.   

¶ Dog owners shall be responsible for the removal of dog faeces from a public place 
and ensure it is disposed of properly.  

¶ The public must ensure that they only give household waste including recyclable 
materials to collectors with the necessary authorisations to collect such waste and 
exercise caution in leaving out waste items based on leaflet drops through their 
letter box from individuals and Companies purporting to represent charitable 
organisations.   
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CURRENT INITIATIVES  
 

Meath County Council in partnership with different stakeholders are involved in a 

wide range of litter related activities in society raising awareness of litter and its 

effects and ensuring that the streets, footpaths and roads in our town and villages 

are kept clean and tidy. The initiatives include those objectives of previous plans 

and which have been added to and are currently being undertaken such as:  

 

ü Green Schools Campaign ð Most schools in County Meath are either 

registered for or actively participating in this initiative, with support from 

Meath County Council.  

 

ü Green KM ð In response to many initiatives being suspended due to the 

Covid Pandemic, Meath County Council developed the Green KM, 

allowing individuals or groups to tackle litter in their area, in a safe way, in 

keeping with the relevant covid related guidelines.  There is a Tree planting 

element to this scheme also for the winter planting season. 

 

ü National Spring Clean ð co-ordinated by An Taisce ðequipment provided 

by the Council including litter pickers , gloves, skips etc. This is in 

conjunction with the Councils Anti Litter Initiative. 

 

ü Drogheda Spring Clean ð A joint Clean Up was organised by Meath and 

Louth County Councils in 2022.  Forty groups took part in a clean up over 

a weekend.  This may run as an annual or bi-annual event going forward. 

 

ü Pride of Place ð There are normally 140 groups participating in Pride of 

Place in any given year, ð The considerable achievements gained from this 

competition together with the Tidy Towns has greatly enhanced the 

appearances of our County.  

 

ü Beach Clean ups in association with An Taisce, Community Groups and 

individuals, Schools, local Sports Groups and Beach Management 

Committee. 

 

ü Amenity, Lawnmower, Tidy Towns and Community Grants Scheme ð

provides funds annually for upkeep and enhancement of public areas, 

through the Community Section. 
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ü  CEAF/Local Agenda 21 ð an environmental partnership grand fund  

which encourages partnership projects between local community groups, 

environmental non-government organisations and County Council for 

projects which support and compliment national environmental policies 

such as litter, waste, energy, biodiversity. 

 

ü Anti Dumping Initiative (ADI) ð Grant Scheme aimed at tackling dumping 

blackspots, in conjunction with DCCAE and local communities.  The 

scheme aims to clean up dumping, implement prevention measures to 

prevent reoccurence, installation of CCTV to prosecute offenders and to 

increase awareness and vigilance locally. It also funds bulky waste events. 

 

ü Dog Fouling ð a number of initiatives put in place including stencils, 

signage, doggie bag dispensers, community events with dog warden and dog 

behaviourist.    

 
 

ü There are 3 Community Wardens dealing with Litter and Waste across the 

county, backed up by a waste enforcement and administration team.   

 

ü A contract is in place for the prompt removal of litter deposited in the 

countryside and following thorough examination of the contents to identify 

those responsible for such deposition. This service also collects litter and 

waste from established community clean up operations including 

participants in the Green KM scheme. 

 

ü Facilitating members of the public in using modern technology such as ôFix 

Your Streetõ, and ôSee it Say itõ in reporting littering. 

 

ü Use of Social Media including the Councils Webðsite, Twitter, Facebook 

etc  as well as the print media in promoting the anti litter message.  
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ü The contract for the operation of the Councils three Civic Amenity sites at 

Navan, Kells and Trim includes a requirement for the operators to produce 

education and awareness strategies on environmental issues including Litter 

over the duration of the Plan.    The contract for Bring Banks requires the 

service provider to comprehensively clean each site during service. 

 

ü Regular bulky waste collections for householders ð mattresses, couches, 

kitchen and bathroom, nursery equipment, household hazardous materials. 

 

ü A commitment to ensure all new bins are supplied with appropriate cigarette 

disposal mechanism. 

 

ü New Parks and Playground Bye Laws were adopted in 2014 and which will 

compliment litter control initiatives in this plan.  

 

ü Anti Litter, Anti Dumping, Anti Car Littering and Anti Dog Fouling signage 

is provided to each Municipal District for erection in appropriate areas. 

 

 
Royal Canal Greenway at Ribbontail Way, Longwood 

 
 

OBJECTIVES 
of the Litter Management Plan 2022 ð 2024 
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The overall aim of the Litter Management Plan is to make County Meath a 
litter free County with the support, cooperation and involvement of the 
local authority, businesses, communities and individuals. 
 
The following five cross cutting themes underpin the individual objectives 
of the Litter Management Plan 2022 -2024:- 
 

1 Education and Public Awareness  

2 Litter Prevention and control 

3 Enforcement 

4 Community Participation and Partnership  

5 Recycling and recovery  

 (1) Education and Public Awareness  
 

Objective 
To raise public awareness of the negative effects of litter on the local 
environment and to motivate a change in littering behaviour so the 
littering is perceived as socially unacceptable. 
 

Actions :  
 
Education ð  
 
Green Schools - Meath County Council will continue the already well 
established programme of working with local schools to encourage and 
engender a good attitude of anti-littering, waste prevention and recycling in 
their pupils through various initiatives which we hope will then be brought 
home and seep into the family consciousness.  Almost every school in Meath 
is either registered or actively participating in Green Schools. 
 
Brown Bin/Stop Food Waste Campaigns - Meath County Council fully 
supports the roll out of Brown Bins across the County. In addition a brown 
bin service is available to users of Navan Recycling Centre with the BioNova 
Digester.  This provides a food waste solution to householders who use the 
Recycling Centre to manage their waste rather than a waste collector. The 
Council supports Stop Food Waste Campaign and regularly host Food Waste 
Awareness Events in the Community.   
 

 

Really Rubbish Film Festival  -  Aimed at TY Students, this initiative 
consists of a 2 day workshop in each participating school (in conjunction 
with Songschool), which will provide training on the development of an 
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advert in relation to litter for TV, radio and print, using Ipads and will pitch 
their ideas to a panel of judges.  Students learn about the environment in a 
way which appeals to them and take action to increase awareness and 
interest among their peers.  

 

Picker Pals  - 20 Meath Schools enjoyed taking part in Picker Pals in 2020, 
funded by Meath County Council and operated in conjunction with Voice 
Ireland.  Picker Pals is a fun environmental activity programme for primary 
school children, their families, schools and communities. Through fun 
stories and songs and a special pack containing everything needed for litter-
picking, Picker Pals motivates children to lead litter-picking adventures with 
their families. Picker Pals gives children the opportunity to make the world a 
better place through local stewardship.  This initiative will be rolled out to 
other schools in the coming years. 
 

Tidy Towns Conference  - Over 400 delegates from across the region 
attended the first Regional Tidy Towns conference which was held in Trim 
in 2019. A further conference will take place as soon as practicable when 
restrictions allow. 

 

In -house initiatives ð The Council by its own activities recognises the 
importance of limiting the creation of litter, and in an effort to practice what 
it preaches Meath County Council also engage in Energy and Waste 
Awareness within the organisation with schemes such as Reusable Coffee 
Mugs, Waste Segregation in Canteen and Offices, Biodiversity Project at 
Council Offices.  

 

Dog Litter Awareness ð Meath County Council has procured and use stencils 

at widely used amenity areas that grab the attention of the public on issues 

relating to Dog Fouling which have been used in appropriate places in towns 

and parks. There have been a number of successful Dog Awareness Events 

with dog warden, behaviourist, vet, animal charity. 

 

Media ð Media campaigns, in particular social media, radio advertisements, 
newspaper articles, billboard and cinema advertisements are used to highlight 
Litter and Waste related issues, such as dog fouling, discarded PPE, dashboard 
dining litter, illegal dumping, bogus collectors etc.  The Department of the 
Environment and the Regional Waste Management Offices have assisted in the 
National Campaign.  Meath County Council is committed to rolling the campaign 
messages out further throughout the county in local press, radio and social media. 
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The National Anti Dumping 

Campaign has been very 

effective in sending a coherent 

message across a wide range 

of platforms in recent years. 

The Assets have been used by 

Local Authorities to reinforce 

the message locally. 

The wide reaching advertising 

campaign undertaken by the 

DCCAE and the Regional 

Waste Management Offices 

includes TV, Radio, Press and 

Social Media Advertising 

Posts, Interviews on local 

radio and print media with 

relevant staff and community 

& voluntary sector 

representatives. 


