




Foreword 

I am delighted to present to you the draft Meath County 

Council Climate Action Plan for 2024 to 2029. This plan 

outlines our collective commitment to taking bold and 

transformative actions to address climate change and 

ensure a sustainable future for generations to come. We 

believe that by working together, we can achieve our 

ambitious targets and create a brighter, more resilient 

future for all. 

Our plan involves engaging and inspiring our citizens, 

businesses, and partners to take an active role in climate 

action. We will provide innovative programmes and 

partnerships that empower our communities to lead the 

way in creating a more sustainable future. 

As elected officials, we recognise our responsibility to 

review policies and budgets with climate in mind, 

ensuring that we create a secure and equitable future 

for everyone in our county. We know that addressing 

climate change is a shared responsibility, and we can all 

make a difference by changing the way we live and 

work. 

Collaboration is critical as we face these challenges 

together. No one person or organisation can solve the 

climate crisis alone; it will take collective effort and 

unity. But let us not forget that climate action also brings 

opportunities for growth, innovation, and a better 

quality of life. By moving towards a low-carbon 

economy, we can unlock new doors for renewable 

energy, green technologies, and sustainable practices. 

This can lead us to a prosperous and just future that 

benefits us all. 

I highly encourage you to take the time to review the 

draft Climate Action Plan and join us in this momentous 

effort to create a brighter, more sustainable future for 

County Meath. Together, let us embrace the challenges 

ahead with enthusiasm and determination. The journey 

may be difficult, but with the support of our community, 

we are committed to making it happen. Let us inspire, 
lead and act towards a future that we can all be proud 

of. 

Cathaoirleach of County Meath 

Cllr Tommy Reilly 

The Draft Climate Action Plan for 2024 to 2029 showcases 

Meath County Council's unwavering dedication to creating a 

better place to live, work and visit for everyone. 

As an Organisation, we understand that leading by example is 

crucial, and we are prepared to meet the significant challenges 

that come with reducing our emissions by 51 % and improving 

our energy efficiency by 50% by 2030. But our commitment 

doesn't stop there. We are determined to create an 

environment that fosters behavioural change at a community 
level, through active travel infrastructure, social housing 

retrofitting and circular economy initiatives. 

This plan isn't just about environmental stewardship. It is also 

about securing a better quality of life for the people of County 

Meath. Our focus is on taking action that will help us move 

towards a more sustainable future and pave the way towards 

achieving net-zero carbon emissions across the county by 2050. 

Our nine Decarbonising Zones provide a fair and equitable 

approach to reducing emissions, serving as test beds for 

various climate action initiatives. By sharing our experiences 

and applying climate-friendly practices throughout the county, 

we can create a more resilient, biodiverse, environmentally 

sustainable and climate-neutral economy that promotes 

economic development and healthier lifestyles. 

Both businesses and individuals have a crucial role to play in 

mitigating the impacts of climate change. Businesses can 

reduce their environmental impact by implementing energy

efficient practices, investing in renewable energy, reducing 

waste and using sustainable materials. Individuals can also 

contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by reducing 

energy and water consumption, using public transportation, 

reducing waste and recycling. By taking these actions, 

businesses and individuals can help create a more sustainable 

future for everyone while mitigating the impacts of climate 

change. Moreover, the public can advocate for climate action 

by supporting the Council's policies and initiatives that 

promote sustainability and reduce emissions. 

Together, we can make a positive impact and build a brighter, 

more sustainable future. The journey may be challenging, but 
with the support of the people of Meath, we are committed to 

making it happen. 

Chief Executive, Meath County Council 

Fiona Lawless 



































EU Habitats Directive-Appropriate Assessment 

The Local Authority Climate Action Plan is subject to Appropriate Assessment under Article 6(3) of the EU 
Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) to determine if its implementation is likely to have significant 
effects on any European sites which form the Natura 2000 Network. Local authorities, as the prescribed 
‘competent authorities’, may only adopt the plan after having ascertained that it will not have a significant 
impact on the integrity of European sites on its own, or in combination with other plans or projects. 

The Directive provides legal protection for habitats and species of European importance through the 
establishment of the Natura 2000 Network. The Natura 2000 Network includes sites designated as Special 
Areas of Conservation (SACs) under the Habitats Directive and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) designated 
under the EU Birds Directive (Directive 79/409/EEC, amended by Directive 2009/147/EC).
The draft Climate Action Plan 2024-2029 has been screened for Appropriate Assessment and it has been 
concluded that the plan:
• is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any European site; and
• may, if unmitigated, have significant adverse effects on European sites.
Therefore, a Stage 2 AA is required for the draft plan and a Natura Impact Report (NIR) has been prepared
and accompanies this draft Plan.

The NIR has identified that, if unmitigated, a number of the specific actions of the draft Climate Action Plan 
2024-2029 have potential – depending on the scope of the action – for negative effects on European sites, 
most notably via water. The NIR has identified measures for the avoidance of any such potential negative 
effects – primarily through the protective policies and objectives of the Meath County Development Plan 
2021-2027 as well as set out below.

Project Level Environmental Governance
Any projects arising from goals, objectives and / or actions in this plan will be subject to screening for the 
requirement for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in accordance with Directive 2011/42/EU, as 
amended by Directive 2014/52/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on 
the environment, and if required, will be subject to the preparation of an Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report (EIAR).

Likewise, any projects arising from goals, objectives and / or actions in this plan will be subject to screening 
for the requirement for an Appropriate Assessment (AA) in accordance with Article 6(3) of Council Directive 
92/43/EEC, and where likely adverse effects on the integrity of the European site(s) cannot be excluded, the 
project shall be subject to Appropriate Assessment. The competent authority shall agree to the project only 
after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned, and after having 
obtained the opinion of the public.



















Assessing the major recent climate events in County Meath shows the impacts and risks associated with 

climate change. It has become clear that the frequency and intensity of weather events are having a more 

profound impact on not only the county of Meath, but also Meath County Council's services and operations. 

This analysis helps Meath County Council better understand the potential climate risk to County Meath, its 

citizens, and how the county operates. This process aids the development of mitigation and adaptation 

initiatives that may be undertaken by the county. 

The overall short-term future impacts out to 2030 to Meath County Council and its own operations will not 

be too dissimilar to the current situation. The demand for Meath County Council's services will however 

increase as weather patterns continue to evolve, notably with the increasing severity and frequency of 

climate-related incidents. The potential risks as time progresses out of 2040 and 2050 will likely increase the 

demand for Meath County Council's services due to adverse weather conditions weather events. 

Climate Change Projections Summary Future 

Hazard Frequency 

Droughts The climate risks associated with droughts, heatwaves These are 

Heatwaves and floods are expected to increase significantly for emerging 

Flooding County Meath as a result of projected increases in the and 

frequency of hazard events and also due to an increase increasing 

in the areas, assets and populations exposed to these risks 

• 
hazards. The risk is exacerbated by not only projected 

changes in the frequency occurrence of drought and 

heatwaves but also as a result of projected increases in -
population and the proportion of population considered -
vulnerable (those aged 65 years and over). Meath 

-
County Council's service are likely to be impacted by 

thesechanges with increased pressure on services before, 

during and after extreme weather events. There will 

likely be a significant financial impact to Meath County 

Council due to the likely need to allocate more financial 

resources toward climate towards mitigation and 

adaptation measures. 

Windstorms The impact of severe windstorms will likely increase This is an 

• 
marginally in County Meath. There will be an increase increasing 

in the intensity of storms but not necessarily the risk 

frequency. There will be an increase in the cost of the -
actions the local authority takes before, during, and -
after an event e.g., removal of fallen trees, repair of 

-
public infrastructure 

Extreme The impact of heavy snowfall and cold spells on County These are -
Cold Heavy Meath will likely decrease due to the decrease intensity decreasing --
Snowfall and duration of these events., The overall risk of these risks 

+ hazards is projected to reduce in the future, resulting in 

less risk. These are decreasing risks. 

Summary Table 4 describes the future projected changes to climate hazard risk for County Meath. 












































































































































